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But of course there were others working the same turf in
those days. What the Beatles, Procol Harum, the New
York Rock and Roll Ensemble and the Left Banke did for
the Baroque era of classical music ELP did for the
Romantic and early modern era. They electrified it, gave
it rock leverage and melded it to advanced rock song
form. Of course they didn't just do that, but they did it
so consistently and generally so well that their sound was
About This one of the cornerstones to what came after. There also

were of course the flirtations with jazz, the virtuoso
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Grego Applegate Edwards
writes this column.

The Gapplegate Guitar and
Bass Blog covers music
releases of interest to
guitarists, bassists,
vocalists, musicians and
other creative people. It is
also for the music lover
who does not play but
instead forms the core
audience musicians most
love. You are in the inner
circle of the "true
listeners." If you care about
what you hear and want to
know more about what is
out there, you are the
person | have in mind as |
write these postings. If
music isn't an important
part of your life this blog is
probably not for you.

Various musical genres get
attention on these pages:
jazz and rock with
guitarists and/or bassists
playing a prominent role,
classical music for the
guitar, world music, blues,
roots, electric music,
vocalists.

| cover other jazz and
improvisation on the
Gapplegate Music Review
blog (see link on this page)
and modern classical and
avant garde concert music
on the new blogsite
Classical-Modern Music
Review (see link).
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keyboard aspect of the band and perhaps most
importantly the art-song perspective that Greg Lake
introduced to the mix which distinguished them from the
earlier Nice and gave them more depth.

Last year ELP were invited to close the prog High Voltage
Festival in England. They had not played together for
something like 12 years, but eventually agreed. As Greg
Lake remarks in interview portion of the DVD on tap
today, they were men in their 60s recreating music they
had first played in their 20s. Could they rise to the
technical demands of the music and create the sound
anew for a new generation of would-be fans?

The answer is contained in abundance on the new DVD
40th Anniversary Concert 2010 (MVD Visual/Concert
One). There are a few rough patches here and there, and
of course this is a one-take situation. Emerson
occasionally sounds slightly overtaxed in the most
bravura passages, and Greg Lake's voice has lost just a
touch of the upper range, or at least has initial rustiness
at the top of his voice for the first few songs. But Palmer
is fit, the music flows majestically in a program of their
most well-known pieces, while the classic light show,
mist machine and electrically charged etc stage routine
comes off without noticeable hitch. All is well-captured
sonically and visually for the DVD.

Anyone serious about advanced rock in those days will
recognize most if not all of the program. Those new to
the band will see them do what they do best. Those that
do not like ELP or prog will not change their minds.
Regardless, this was designed as a one-shot deal, so it is
possibly the last chance audience and band had to
commune together. That aspect permeates the set and is
rather touching. Yes, they've gotten older, but they rise
to the occasion and pull it off with class and honesty. It
brought back all the reasons | and many others of my
generation followed the band with interest, then
branched out our listening to the fusion, prog and
electric jazz that flourished in the period and beyond.

The DVD brings all of that back and does it with visual
and aural impact. So get this if you want a good

show. "The show that never ends” may have ended here.
Be a part of it if you are so inclined.
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I've spent my life making
and listening to music,
editing, writing and trying
to put food on the table.
I've gone to music schools
(Berklee College of Music,
School of Contemporary
Music), gotten advanced
degrees in various related
subjects (New York
University, University of
Chicago), written novels
and been a working stiff
like you. The rest is cannon
fodder for those who steal
identities, isn't it? Oh yes, |
also write for Cadence, a
periodical covering jazz and
improv music, and All
About Jazz, a website
devoted to . . . guess! | ran
a guitar shop for a while.
That was interesting. | am
working on some new Cross-
tempo-ed ensemble pieces.
That's what | do. . . some of
it anyway.

View my complete profile
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