
 

 

 
> The B-52s With The Wild Crowd: Live In 
Athens, GA (Eagle Blu-ray)/Dinosaur Jr. 
Live At The 9:30 Club In The Hands of The 
Fans (MVD DVD)/Phil Collins Live At 
Montreux 2004 (Eagle Blu-ray)  
> Girls Just Want To Have Fun (1985/Image 
Blu-ray)/Roadie (2011/Magnolia Blu-
ray)/Teen A Go Go (2012/Cinema Libre 
DVD)  
> The Broken Tower (2011/E1 DVD)/My 
Week With Marilyn (2011/Weinstein/Anchor 
Bay Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close 
(2011/Warner Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> Alien Opponent (2011/Shout! Factory 
DVD)/National Lampoon’s The Legend Of 
Awesomest Maximus (2011/Image Blu-
ray)/Tooth Fairy 2 (2011/Fox Blu-ray)  
> The Burning Moon (1997/InterVision 
DVD)/Kill (2011/Troma DVD)  
> War Horse (2011/Disney/DreamWorks 
Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> A Night To Remember (1958/Criterion 
Blu-ray)/Titanic: The Complete Story 
(History Channel/A&E DVDs)/Titanic: The 
Definitive Documentary Collection (Mill 
Creek DVDs)  
> The Descendants (2011/Fox Blu-ray 
w/DVD)/Jitters (2010/TLA DVD)/Loosies 
(2011/IFC/MPI DVD)/Sidewalls (2011/aka 
Medianeras/Sundance Select/MPI DVD)  
> Camel Spiders (2011/Anchor Bay Blu-
ray)/Zaat (1971/aka Blood Waters Of Dr. 
Z/Cultura/Film Chest Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> Murder Investigation Team: Series Two 
(2004/Acorn DVD Set)/Out (1978/Acorn DVD 
set)/Single-Handed: Set Two (2008 – 
2009/Acorn DVD Set)/The Killing: The 
Complete First Season (2011/Fox Blu-ray)  
> Bob: The Complete Series (1992 – 
1993/CBS DVD Set)/Call Me Fitz: The 
Complete Second Season (2010 - 2011/E1 
DVD Set)/Come Fly With Me: Season One 
(2011/BBC DVD Set)  
> Disclosure (1994)/9½ Weeks 
(Uncut/1986)/Striptease (1996/Warner Blu-
rays)/The Sitter (2011/Fox Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> In The Land Of Blood & Honey 
(2011/Sony Blu-ray w/DVD)  
> A Lonely Place To Die (2011/E1)/Killer’s 
Moon (1978/Redeption)/Strip Nude For Your 
Killer (1975/Blue Underground)/Virgin Witch 
(1972/Redeption/Blu-rays)  

  

 
> The Muppets: The Wocka Wocka Value 
Pack (2011/Disney Blu-ray/DVD/Digital 
Copy/Soundtrack)  
> Carlos Kleiber: Traces To Nowhere 
(ArtHaus)/Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra (aka 
The Thieving Mag  
> Champions (2008/Lionsgate DVD)  
> Letter Never Sent (1959/Criterion 
Collection Blu-ray)  
> Robin Of Sherwood: Set 2 (1983/Acorn 
Media U.S. Blu-ray Set)  
> Magic Beyond Worlds: The J.K. Rowling 
Story (A&E DVD)  

> Carmen in 3D (Opus Arte Blu-ray 
3D)/Persuasive Percussion: Enoch Light 
(1958/Intermusic SA-CD/Super Audio 
Compact Disc Hybrid/Top Music 
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Among the most interesting 

music titles are documentaries 

and compilations.  Here is an 

interesting and unusual mix of 

recent titles you might be 

amused by or seriously 

consider catching. 
  
  
The oddest of the four is Lawrence Welk: Classic Episodes V. 1 – 4 
(1960 – 1969) which simply has four DVDs with three episodes each, 

really pushing the meaning of volumes, especially since there are no 

extras.  If you actually know the show, it was a series aimed at an older 

audience (Geritol was one of their longest sponsors) and he was know for 

the blandest performances of old and new songs along with his heavily 

dressed singers and dancers, plus that bubble machine (think champagne 

music?).  The show has its share of unintentionally funny moments and a 

few howlers, but I was never a fan of the show.  Still, he was on TV for 

decades and reruns still play to this day. 
  
The 1.33 X 1 image comes from kinescopes that were likely circulated to 

older TV stations still broadcasting in black and white.  There shows run 

from 1960 to 1969, so earlier shows are obviously black and white, but we 

suspect the Welk estate at least has videotape versions of the latter shows 

in color min their archive.  The result is that these are not looking so 

good, so those expecting the “nice” colors of the color videotape 

broadcasts will be a bit disappointed, though fans may not have seen 

some of these shows.  The Dolby Digital 2.0 Mono is better, but also 

shows its age, especially since taped TV’s audio standards were only so 

good at the time. 
  
  
Much better is Queen: Days Of Our Lives, a two-part documentary on 

the band that is not the first to attempt to tell their story (you can look 

them up on our site and see how often we have reviewed various 

releases), but this is the most expansive (which says something because 

some fine DVDs and Blu-rays have already hit the market over the years) 

and we get some great and even rare footage throughout.  Best of all, the 

makers only deal with Freddie Mercury’s health issues only later in the 

program. 
  

 

Watch Full 

Episodes

Turn Your 

Computer into a 

TV! Watch Full TV 

Episodes Online.
www.TelevisionFanatic.…

Redbox®: 

Reserve Online

Reserve Online 

Now & Your HD 

DVD or Blu-Ray 

Will Be Waiting 

for You!
www.redbox.com

Music Videos & 

News

Watch Free Videos 

on Jazz, Rock, 

Classical, Punk & 

Much More!
www.mevio.com/music

45+ Philadelphia 

Singles

Meet Professional, 

Sincere Singles 

Voted #1 

Matchmaking 

Service in US
Elove.com

Page 1 of 3Lawrence Welk: Classic Episodes V. 1 – 4 (1960 – 1969/Synergy DVD)/Queen: Days Of ...

3/26/2012http://www.fulvuedrive-in.com/review/11448/Lawrence+Welk:+Classic+Episodes+V.+1+...



International/Audioplan)/Barenboim/Boulez: 
Liszt Piano Concertos  
> G.I. Joe: Real American Hero Series 2 – 
Season One (Shout DVDs)  
> Outrage (2010/Magnolia/MagNet Blu-ray)  
> Family (2006/MVD Visual DVD)  
> Rifftrax Live: Reefer Madness/Plan 9 
From Outer Space/House of Haunted Hill 
(Legend Blu-rays)  
> Doctor Who: The Face of Evil (BBC DVD) 
> Jean Renoir Collector’s Edition (1925 – 
1962 incl. Nana, La Marseillaise, 
Jekyll/Hyde (as Dr. Cordelier), Elusive 
Corporal/Lionsgate DVDs)/The Rules Of 
The Game (1939/Criterion Blu-ray)/Swamp 
Water (1  
> Transformers: Prime – Season One: 
Limited Edition (Shout Blu-ray Set) + 
Transformers: Prime – Darkness Rising + 
Transformers: The Japanese Collection - 
Headmasters + Beast Wars: Transformers – 
Season  
> Doctor Who: The Caves of Androzani + 
Doctor Who: The Sensorites (BBC DVDs)  

  

In addition, you get as much licensed music here as anywhere and the 

title might seem odd, but this is one of the best documentary Blu-ray 

releases we have seen to date on music of any kind.  There is even a 

compilation of bonus footage so good, it could have been a third episode 
of the show.  We also get a paper pullout, music videos and this is a must 

for all serious music fans and especially Queen fans. 
  
  
Also considerably popular for the quality of their music, the Talking 

Heads: Chronology (1976 – 2002) is only a single DVD of performances 

by the band from their earliest days to their peak and reunion.  However, 

it is an interesting disc just the same and though it does not have any 

Music Videos, seeing them in live shows demonstrates what a consistent 

and talented band they were, reminding us of how great bands used to 

be.  Some clips are black and white videotape from CBGBs, there is an 

SNL clip, a Late Night with David Letterman clip and a piece from their 

induction into the Rock N Roll Hall Of Fame.  If you are a fan, you’ll 

really enjoy this, but even if you are not, it makes for an argument that 

maybe they were a bit underappreciated in their time.  A 1978 David 

Byrne interview (over 9 minutes) and 1979 South Bank Show (35 

minutes!) are on the disc, while a nice illustrated color booklet with 

informative text can be found inside the DVD case. 
  
  
Last but absolutely not least is W.T. Morgan’s X: The Unheard Music 

(1985), one of the last important films about the original Punk Music 
movement focusing on the establishment, rise and obstacles the Los 

Angeles band X encountered as they found themselves going from local 

popularity to potential (and maybe contradictory) commercial success with 

a major record label.  As they get better, former Doors member Ray 

Manzarek meets them and lands up producing an album that gets them 

airplay and distribution with Sire records, though we get an amusing 

moment where an executive at a rival record label (the one-time MCA 

Records, now Universal Music) makes the mistake of not signing them.  

What he has to say reminds us of how the majors started to loose their 

grip on their audience by the late 1980s and never regained it. 
  
That is the subject for another documentary, but this is a remarkable film 

and we get to know the band very well.  I liked the style, the editing, the 

animation and ability of the film to capture the moment and the music.  

This has been out of circulation for a while, but this new Blu-ray has a 

restored version of the film that is more than overdue for rediscovery.  

Extras on the disc include the Theatrical Trailer, Unheard Music Songbook, 

John & Exene Dialogue, Some Other Time (live outtake) and Interview 

with Angle City, while a nice illustrated color booklet with informative text 

can be found inside the Blu-ray case. 
  
  
As for performance on the last three releases, the 1080i 1.78 X 1 digital 
High Definition image transfer on Queen is a fine mix of film and video 

material usually in good shape, plus new HD-shot interviews.  I was 

pleased with the overall editing and picture quality, though like all 

documentaries, it varies as expected due to everything from formats used 

to the age of older vs. newer footage.  It also looks like they did their 

research and some older footage is in exceptionally good shape.  The 1.33 

X 1 image on Heads also varies from older analog tape to later color tape, 

but is fine for a compilation DVD.  The 1080p 1.78 X 1 digital High 

Definition image transfer on X is very impressive for its age, even looking 

better than MGM’s recent release of Sid & Nancy (reviewed elsewhere on 

this site) and taken care of nicely.  Someone did their work here and I 

wish more films got this kind of treatment, especially orphan films and 

films from this time period. 
  
The PCM 2.0 Stereo on Queen is just fine and the use of album tracks 

benefits from the fact that the band has taken care of their music 

masters.  New interviews are well recorded as well as new music 

performances.  The lossy Dolby Digital 2.0 sound on Heads varies from 

source to source, but sounds as good as it is going to here and the older 

clips are sadly monophonic.  X has a lossy Dolby Digital 5.1 mix that I 

wish were a lossless mix instead, but this still sounds pretty good 

(especially the music) despite the age of the film and its low budget. 
  
  
-   Nicholas Sheffo 
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