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X — The Unheard Music Silver Edition

X — The Unheard Music — Blu-Ray
MVD Visual (http:/www.mvdvisual.com)

From 1980 — 1985 a small group of aspiring filmmakers decided to follow (h
the legendary punk rock band, X, around and put together a
documentary on the band. X was one of the pioneers of the Los Angeles
i punk rock scene and the most successful and longest lasting. X
. ;i eventually signed to a major label and put out a handful of really good

mmﬂ m records that while not chartbusters, certainly did quite well and brought
(http://www.amazon.com/X  the band a larger audience. The band’s influence on music is undeniable
-Unheard-Music-Blu-ray- and wide-reaching and today they are regarded as punk rock royalty.
2/dp/BO0SIGVTIC% They were also extremely talented musicians whose abilities and

3FSubscriptionld% . . .
creativity eclipsed most of their peers.
3DAKIAJTUJZZZQQY3WRONQ%

26tag%3Dthpuva-20%

26linkCode%3Dxm2% The movie tells the story of X as well as that of the individual band
26camp%3D2025% members. The band already had two albums out by the time they started
26¢reative%3D165953% filming this movie and they had already built up quite a following. After
26creativeASIN% giving the history of how the band formed through interviews with the
3DB005IGVTJC) various members, the film delves into the early years playing
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A wonderful documentary  underground clubs like the Masque and various other places. You learn
on a legendary and a lot about each member of the band, their musical background, their
influential punk rock band - jnterests and influences. The band member interviews do a great job of

made better by a great making the viewer feel like they are getting to know each person and S
new transfer and some . : : Y
nice extras. A must-have  S°ME of the stories are as humorous as they are informative. vi
for any X fan. -
Being that this is a documentary on a music group, the band’s music is
Rating: prominently featured in the film. There is a ton of footage of the band
* % performing songs from their first few albums as well as more artistic N
* % videos and imagery being show while the band’s music is playing. The
former giving the viewer a great taste of how great the band is live and
e the latter fitting in nicely with the band’s imagery that was largely
centered around lead singer, Exene Cervenka’s artwork. The visual
style of the film is a perfect complement to the band and their record
cover art. It was obvious that the filmmakers were fans of X and understood their style and what
they were about.
(
The film covers the topics of how the band recorded their first aloum with Ray Manzerak of The <
Doors and how the band eventually wound up singing to a major label. The Los Angeles music <
scene, the imminent closing of the Whiskey (which either never happened or was short-lived as the Z
club is still open today), and a variety of other topics are covered by the film and by the time it is 4

over you really understand how unique and great X was/is and it'll make you want to listen to them
repeatedly waiting for the day that they tour again.

While obviously shot before HD technology was around, The Unheard Music does benefit from the

Blu-Ray treatment staring with a brand new transfer. The picture features vivid colors and as sharp

of a picture as you could ever get from the source material. It is 16x9 and it looks great, especially

for something shot over 25 years ago. The audio has two options: stereo or 5.1 surround. The 5.1

surround was disappointing as the emphasis ended up being the vocals coming through the center (
channel at a level that overshadowed the music, and the kick drum coming from the subwoofer and
overshadowing the rest of the drums. The result was a very flat sounding kick drum/vocal combo
with guitars in the background. The stereo track, however, sounded full, evenly mixed and was very
satisfying. This isn’t surprising considering the audio wasn’t originally recorded or planned for
surround sound and trying to convert stereo music recordings to 5.1 surround rarely ever works
well.

I~
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The movie runs just shy of 90 minutes and is incredibly enjoyable from start to finish, in fact the only
complaint | could muster up is that it wasn’t even longer. This silver edition features some nice
bonus features. First is interviews with John Doe and Exene, both conducted recently, that has
them talking about their memories of the film and they give some insight about certain parts of the
film. It was about 20 minutes long and a great compliment to the movie itself. There’s also an
interview with the filmmakers, the original theatrical trailer, and a slide show that shows off Exene’s
artwork in an X songbook.

In P~
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Any fan of X will love this movie if they haven’t seen it already and if they have, this new transfer
and cool extras make it a must-have. Anyone who isn’t familiar with the band would do well to give
this a watch as not only will you be introduced to a lot of the band’s best material, but you'll learn
about the history of the band and the individual members too which is well worth the price of
purchase.
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Related links:

Order the Blu-Ray from amazon.com (http://www.amazon.com/X-Unheard-Music-Blu-ray-

x/dp/B005IGVTJC%3FSubscriptionld%3DAKIAJTUJZZZQQY3WRONQ%26taq%3Dthpuva-20%
26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3DB005IGVTJC) (

Don’t have a Blu-Ray player? There’s a_reqular DVD version (http://www.amazon.com/X-Unheard-

Music-x/dp/B005IGVTDS%3FSubscriptionld%3DAKIAJTUJZZZQQY3WRONQ%26taq%3Dthpuva-20%
26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3DB005IGVTDS) too

I F~ia

Download your favorite music. ®iTunes

(http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click?id=u8hbvCylhlk&offerid=146261.10001924&type=4&subid=0)
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This entry was posted on Monday, February 6th, 2012 at 9:42 pm. It is filed under Reviews (http://www.punkvinyl.com/category/reviews/) and
tagged with blu-ray (http:/www.punkvinyl.com/tag/blu-ray/) , DVD (http:/www.punkvinyl.com/tag/dvd/) , DVD reviews P
(http:/www.punkvinyl.com/tag/dvd-reviews/) , punk (http://www.punkvinyl.com/taa/punk/) , x the unheard music

(http://www.punkvinyl.com/tag/x-the-unheard-music/) . You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0
http://www.punkvinyl.com/2012/02/06/x-the-unheard-music-silver-edition/feed/) feed.
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2011 "Speaker
Of The Year"

Save Money, Space & Time

ABOUT

The Punk Vault evolved out of Spontaneous Combustion magazint
which ran from 1985 - 1998. It is a music webzine that focuses on
rock, metal, and other forms of music. Features include music revit
record collecting features, concert reviews/photography, and music

news.

Read more about me (/about)
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