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Zombie Zone News is delighted to be privy to the thoughts of Thomas Newman, director of the instant zombie-stoner classic, Bong of the Dead.
Billed as a $5,000 Zombie movie, Bong of the Dead had a presence at the Cannes Film Festival, and was lauded by such authorities as Tommy
Chong and Rue Morgue Magazine.

WLF/ZZN: Hey there! We’re so excited you could answer our Q’s. I’m sure some of our readers are wondering, what exactly is a Bong?
Well...a BONG is basically a pipe or device that one can use in order to smoke marijuana. Some people who are serious pot smokers actually take
pride in their bong collections. Some Bongs are hand blown glass with intricate hand painted colors and chambers that make the whole social pot
smoking activity more fun. I used to collect Bongs and had over 150 different bongs from all over the world! (WLF note: Kids, don’t try this at

home!)

WLEF/ZZN: Do you feel there’s some kind of cosmic correlation between zombies and fans of marijuana?

I think three’s an even bigger correlation between fans of entertainment in general and pot. Lets face it anything you do straight just feels much
better on pot! When we go to concerts to movies or anything else that’s supposed to be fun to begin with, we (those who smoke pot) usually enjoy
it even more with pot! (WLF note: See previous note.)

WLEF/ZZN: Novelist Christopher Moore has asserted in his novel The Stupidest Angel that zombies have no interest in eating the brains
of potheads. Seriously, how relieved were you to hear that?

I have not read Christopher’s book but did hear that they are currently working on a movie for this concept. I think its bullshit to say that zombies
are not interested in the brains of those who smoke pot! I know a lot of people who smoke pot including myself who are a lot smarter than those
who don’t smoke pot. Besides a zombies hunger is driven by the smell of the living. They have no way of distinguishing whether a person smokes
pot or not. At the end of the day we are ALL just meat!

WLF/ZZN: The Bong of the Dead trailer seems to suggest that there will be benefits to be had in the event of a zombpocalypse. Isn’t that
dangerous thinking?

I’m the type of individual that likes to try and find the positive in any situation. Just because the world ends and zombies have taken over does not
mean that has to be it. I like people who can take a bad situation and make the most of it. This is the reason why I wrote the Edwin character as a
high functioning creative pot smoker. I guess I wrote myself into that character just to flesh him out even more.
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WLF/ZZN: What are the advantages of featuring stoners as the main protagonists?

The definite advantage of that in a comedy film is the fact that it allows you to write whacky scenes and dialogue that is genuinely funny and
acceptable. BOTD is supposed to be a fun movie with unique characters that allows you to escape without being bored to death with too much
seriousness. I believe having Edwin and Tommy as our stoner leads helped keep a good balance of that. Especially when they meet up with our
more serious character, Leah Kroaker.

WLF/ZZN: The trailer features a tough, sexy chick who knows how to shoot and does not appear to be getting anyone a sandwich. Can
we assume then, that this story is fiction? (WLF note: I’m kidding! Jeez, relax.)

LOL I really enjoyed writing Leah’s Character as this inventive, tough no bullsh*t type of girl. She is a more modern girl of the 21st century who
has no time for being vulnerable. I think it’s nice to see a woman take the power roll in a situation where us men usually are expected to step up.
It’s also nice to get a break as a man and have your woman do some ass kicking for you for a change!

WLF/ZZN: Your film played at the Cannes Film Festival. Was that as wicked awesome as it sounds?

Well I had my sales agent go to Cannes to represent the movie since I was staying back to do the Vancouver showing. Because of BOTD’s
appearance at Cannes I was able to secure a sale for Australia! That means my movie is now going to be released in The Netherlands, Benelux,
Luxemburg and Australia. I’m expecting a big marketing push and release for October of this year.

WLF/ZZN: What was the reception like?
People genuinely loved it and distributors as well as other festival representatives from all over the world also liked it enough to ask for DVD
screeners from my agent for their up and coming festivals.

WLF/ZZN: Does marijuana come into play in your own zombie defense strategy? Do you consider it to be part of any well-stocked
hidey-hole?

If zombies ever took over the world I would definitely grow fields of marijuana and find ways to get the zombies to work my fields for me! What
better substance to have for future medicine as well as leisure escape?

WLEF/ZZN: Please tell us about the casting process. What impressed you most about the actors cast as Tommy and Edwin.

The thing that really impressed me about ALL my cast and crew was the fact that they understood the commitment I was asking of all of them and
they gave it! It was a tough 15-day shoot where I would soak them from head to toe with blood at 8AM each day then we would shoot until 10
PM that night. The whole time I would have to soak them again and again to make sure my continuity was perfect. They were devoted to the
project 100%!

WLF/ZZN: Simone Bailly has mad Sci-Fi cred, and is one hot tomato. I don’t really have a question there, just pointing it out. Wouldn’t
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| "BONG OF THE DEAD has cull hit smeared all over itl”
"The Gore-metl, Rue Morgue magazine.”

ONE

you agree?
The reason I cast Simone was because of her eyes before anything else. I met her on the set of Stan Helsing a film that was EPK Producer on and
she was a stand in. The second I saw her and it was not even up close but rather form a distance I immediately thought to myself that she was
Leah! I wanted someone with sexy cat like eyes that would pull you in the second you saw her. Simon Bailly is a true professional who brought so
much to the film with her talents and her vibrant beautiful screen presence.

WLF/ZZN: Is Canada considered to be a zombie-friendly country? I would guess the brisk weather would make zombies stay fresher
longer.

Canada is definitely great for zombies because of the constant cold and rainy weather we have, especially in BC! Also if there was ever a mass
zombie attack here, we would not be short on weed let me tell ya.

WLF/ZZN: I understand that there are marijuana loving bears in British Columbia. Do you think these ursine creatures would operate
in concert with zombies, or against them?

If the bears were high on weed then it could go two ways. On one hand they would be really sluggish and therefore easy to get eaten by a horde of
zombies. On the other hand they would have a bad case of the munchies themselves in which case the zombie would be the ones in trouble. It

could go either way.&

WLF/ZZN: What have you enjoyed most about promoting Bong of the Dead?

What I have enjoyed the most about promoting my movie is the fact that the world has accepted it! It’s a tough thing to pour almost 4 years of
your life into something, sacrificing it all then exposing yourself to the world. Lets face it audiences are spoiled today with all the dazzling multi
million dollar effects that they get to see in so many films. You do a film for only $5000 and you’re going against major studios its nerve-
wracking! I’m just happy that fans and critics all are loving my movie!

WLF/ZZN: Where can fans go to see this film? Is there a DVD release forthcoming?
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Currently Vancouver fans or anyone close to Vancouver BC can see it again at the Rio theatre in Vancouver on August 19th then maybe again on
October 9th! I’'m trying to 4 wall my movie so if any other regions want to see the film then I would love to hear about it because I will bring it to
a theatre near you! Also it will be available in Europe on DVD in October. I’m still awaiting domestic distribution which means it will soon be
available in the US and Canada.

WLF/ZZN: Thanks a whole bunch for the interview, Thomas. Can’t wait for the film!

Related Posts:

e Smoke and Mirrors: The Gory Saga of a Sex Machine "With a face like mine, you can't play a romantic lead." So says the legendary FX ...

e Shaun Jeffrey — Interview with “Deadfall” Author I had the pleasure of interviewing Shaun Jeffrey, author of several books, including the
new Zombie book ...

e ‘Machete’ Star to Appear in a New Zombie Flick A new movie currently being filmed in Florida is said to be a Zombie horror comedy in ...

e Picking Brains with Wednesday Lee Friday: Casper Haugegaard Casper Haugegaard is the director of the newly released film,
Opstandelsen (AKA The Ressurection) I ...

e Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Movie Update! Lions Gate Films really wants to get the Pride and Prejudice and Zombie (PPZ) film
adaptation of ...

Share this: Facebook StumbleUpon Twitter 1 Email Share

Filed Under: Reviews & Analysis, Top News, Zombie Movie News Tagged With: bong of the dead, cannes film festival, interview, Marijuana,
movies, picking brains, pot, pot zombies, stoner hero, weirdest zombie movies, zombie movies

Share Your Undead Visions
Name *
Email *

Website

Post Comment
Notify me of follow-up comments by email.
Notify me of new posts by email.
Sign Up For Our News Letter

Enter your email addre Go ‘

| Join the Zombie Hordes |

Visit the ZZN Online Community

6 of 8 1/4/2012 8:11 AM



Picking Brains with Wednesday Lee Friday: Thomas Newman | Reviews...  http://www.zombiezonenews.com/archives/picking-brains-with-wednesd...

Rate Me If You’ve Seen Me

Hard Rock Zombies (1985, U.S.)
Invisible Invaders (1959, U.S.)
Flesh for the Beast (2003, U.S.)
Womaneater (1958, U.K.)

Dawn of the Dead (1978, U.S.)
Cadaver Bay (2003, U.S.)

View/Rate more movies at ZZN Movie Database

 oms’s Besr TAGRIBIE Breres §

Wes oF Tue Ly Pese
We Need Your Vote!

Recent Rants

o Stefan Petrucha on Dead Mann Walking by Stefan Petrucha: Wednesday Lee Friday Reviews
Thanks for the great review - just finished the first draft of Dead Mann Running and my early ...
e ted on Dead Mann Walking by Stefan Petrucha: Wednesday Lee Friday Reviews
This looks interesting, and your review, Wednesday, was convincing... so I bought it. I'll let...
e Don of the Dead on Escape of the Living Dead (2013, U.S.)
And is also a movie in pre-production. These “pre-production” film often never get off the grou...
e Areej on Escape of the Living Dead (2013, U.S.)

e david brannan on Best Zombie Killing Weapons
when the apocalypse happens im prepped i have a cold steel kukri two tomahawks a gunstock sharp...
e Older »

Popular Posts

e 30 EVIL Resident Evil: Operation Raccoon City Images
e Quality Zombie Short Films DO Exist!

e Karaoke Party: Zombie Style!
[
[

Hugs Proves that Zombies Need Love Too
5 Signs the Zombie Apocalypse will Start by the End of April 2011

Latest Forum Conversations

e Re: Steve The Zombie
by: Steve The Zombie
December 28, 2011, 10:21
e What is your Tactical/Strategic Zombie Survival Plan?
by: Steve The Zombie
December 27, 2011, 14:25
e Re: Wednesday Lee Friday is in da (safe) house!
by: Don of the Dead
December 21, 2011, 19:56

Zombie News Feed
Up to the Minute Zombie Tweets

about 1 minute ago - reply * retweet * favorite

- _CityKitty #zombie twitpic.com/831qer

2 minutes ago * reply * retweet * favorite

@ holidaysagart People Wake up Sheeple Key Chain bit.ly/xLvIIs #zombie

24 minutes ago - reply * retweet * favorite

E Braaaiins School...here we go. #zombie: School...here we go. #zombie bit.ly/xTm9L1 Zombie Apocalypse!!

Join the conversation

7 of 8 1/4/2012 8:11 AM



Picking Brains with Wednesday Lee Friday: Thomas Newman | Reviews...  http://www.zombiezonenews.com/archives/picking-brains-with-wednesd...

About

Zombie Zone News offers top notch movie, comic, and book reviews, Zombie industry and social news, THE most comprehensive Zombie movie
database and rating system on the web.

Contact

e Forums

e Contact Us

o Book Review Queries

e Submit News/Press Release
e Advertise on ZZN
[ ]
[

Report News for ZZN
Privacy Policy

Contributors

e Surfin Dead (Editor)

o Wednesday Lee Friday (Contributing Editor)
e Steve the Zombie
[
[ ]

Don of the Dead (Editor/Admin)
All Contributors

Follow Us

_0 ZZ7ZN on Facebook
) ZZN on Twitter
_@ ZZN on StumbleUpon

‘Who's Online

e () Members.
e 10 Guests.

Return to top of page

Our Lawyers in RI tell us to say this: Copyright © 2012 Zombie Zone News - Log in

8 of 8 1/4/2012 8:11 AM



