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Six Of The Best With THOMAS NEWMAN

4 listen now

Thomas Newman is an inspirational indie filmmaker who has recently completed his first
feature-length film Bong Of The Dead, which he wrote/produced/directed and edited
(on his own in his basement studio)... for $5,000!

He has spent over two years, in post-production, compositing over 350 shots by hand;
learning new software as he went along, even though he had no formal training.

Before his Six Of The Best interview, Thomas told HeroPress: "For over two years |
pushed myself to physical and mental limits in order to prove that | can make a film for
such a low cost with high quality.”

The make-up in the film was created by Thomas' close friend Mike Fields who was one
of the key make-up gurus on such films as The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe and
Prince Caspian as well as successful TV series Masters Of Horror

(1) Can you explain your journey from Best Buy worker to one-man film auteur?

I've been trying to break into the film industry on a higher level for some time now.

I'm not just interested in working in the film industry because I've done that and | know |
want more. | want to establish myself as a producer/director who can make movies and
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who can deliver.

When | first completed my film and went into
post production | was still taking on gigs in the
local film industry just to pay bills and keep
working on my movie.

E After a while of doing that | decided to stop
’ \ taking gigs and go full speed ahead on the
% \ post process in order to finish in a timely
‘\'%t manner that | was pleased with.
Thomas Newman | know a lot of filmmakers who boast about
taking upwards of five to 10 years to finish

their dream piece. | did not want to be one of those filmmakers!

| want to make it now so that | can start doing more films right away in the coming
years. Of course going solid for two years without taking on work had its advantages for
the film but it also had its financial disadvantages as well of course.

My debt and bills began to climb as | stayed home in my basement editing while my
wife supported us with her waitressing job at a local restaurant. In the end | had no
choice but to get a job at Best Buy to help relieve the financial stress.

It was just a means of survival in order to allow working on my movie with less stress
from bill collectors. | even took on a side job cleaning toilets at a local martial arts gym
just to keep going. There's no shame in that if you ask me. At the end of the day | made
all the sacrifices | possibly could and still do to this date just to get this film out there.

(2) Why zombies?

There are several different reasons why
| chose the zombie genre actually.

The first reason was because my good friend
and co-producer Mike Fields happened to
have a shed full of hundreds of zombie bits
and pieces which he had no plans for, so |
claimed them!

Any smart producer will tell you that if you
can get it for free then take it while the offer
stands!

| remember it took several truck loads just to
get it all out of his place and into mine to
prepare for the filming.

The second reason is because | love
zombies! | mean who doesn't??

Which brings me to the third reason and that is because there is a huge market for
zombie films. It's the only genre that never dies! | wanted to do something that | knew
would attract people and want them to get involved.

(3) Out of the genre's rich back catalogue, which movies inspired you the most?

I've always appreciated the classic B-Horror films like any other film nut. The ones that
influenced me to do this movie are a variety of films and directors starting with Kubriks
2001, then to A Clockwork Orange, then Night, Dawn, Shaun and Return of the
Living Dead. Also a little of The Exorcist for creepy factor.

Of course my idols Tarantino and Rodriguez and their rebirth to the Grind House cinema
style right back to Peter Jackson's Dead Alive then back over to James Cameron's
Terminator. | put a piece of everything I've ever loved in movies and a lot of myself into
my first film.

(4) How would you answer critics who suggest that by making the heroes stoners
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you are glorifying illegal drug use?

| think critics can say whatever they want about any movie and it's just their opinion at
the end of the day. | always ask if critics know so much about movies then how come
they don't make movies themselves?

Also if they want to criticize me for having heroes who smoke pot then they might as
well criticize every film which has alcohol or sex in it.

At the end of the day | went with the things | thought related to me as well as a wide
audience and put them in my movie.

It's important to stick with what you know when you set out to make a movie, especially
your first one. | know | loved Cheech and Chong films growing up and | know the
combination of pot and zombies hadn't been combined in the way | did in Bong Of The
Dead so it had to work.

| could've taken the cliché route of weed that turns people into zombies but that was not
interesting enough for me. | just like the idea of two stoner buddies learning to make
the best out of a bad situation.

(5) What are your current plans for Bong Of The Dead and how are they
progressing?

The funny thing is even though | am at the phase of distribution | find myself still in post
production re-editng audio for foreign distribution because they need the actors'
dialogue separated from the sound effects and music.

I'm still designing new posters for various
parts of the world and I'm cutting a new
third trailer as we speak.

I'm also working around the clock with my
Web PR Rep who does all my online
marketing for the film and helping get the
word out.

It's amazing what the Internet has done
for independent filmmakers like myself.
We are so lucky to have technology at our
fingertips the way we do.

| will be doing the film festival circuits as
well, trying to build up an audience base
there.

I've also hired a Sales Agent who will be
shopping the film all over the world
introducing it to global and domestic markets as well.

(6) Have you had a chance to think about the future, and, if so, what are your
hopes and ambitions? Where would you like Bong Of The Dead to take you?

The funny thing is | rarely live in the present! I'm always thinking with the future in mind
and have my focus set on moving to LA and making more movies.

The plan | have in place for myself is to use BOTD as a calling card to get the attention
of Hollywood studios and land that "studio deal" as they call it.

| think thats every film maker's dream to get noticed and offered the next great film or at
least get paid to direct.

| will say though that | am approaching it with a "no BS this is who | am take-it-
or-leave-it" type of attitude. | want that studio deal but | will fight to maintain as much
control creatively as | can. | think other filmmakers who have walked where | have
before me know the pain and suffering we go though trying to make our dreams come
true.

http://www.heropress.net/2011/03/six-of-best-with-thomas-newman.html

Astonishing Swordsmen &
Sorcerers of Hyperborea
by Jeffrey Talanian

Role-Playing Game of Swords,
Sorcery, and Weird-Fantasy

Hampstead, NH

131% $7,915 1"
FUNDED PLEDGED DAYSLEFT

My RPG System Of Choice...

My OSR Wish List...

Crypts & Things

Flying Swordsmen

Weird Adventures

The Witch

The Monolith From Beyond Space and Time

Warriors Of The Red Planet

Petty Gods

Adventurer Conqueror King

1/4/2012 8:23 AM



['d Rather Be Killing Monsters...: Six Of The Best With THOMAS N...

4 of 23

At the end of the day | hope that can be
appreciated and respected by the big
guys and hopefully they harness the
drive without suffocating the filmmaker.

I'm that Rodriguez type of director who
likes holding the camera in his own
hands for the shots and who likes editing
in his own basement. Heck, if my idol
Robert Rodriguez has been able to do it
then so can |. Bong Of The Dead is my
El Mariachi.

I've been told all too many times by
people who are not visionaries or
dreamers that it's not possible to achieve
what | wanted to. | was told that my idea
was too ambitious which made me laugh
quite honestly.

How can you not be ambitious about your dreams? Without ambition you can't dream
It's almost the fuel that dreams need in order to create the drive to set forth the dream.
It's all part of the dream machine and it's all important in order to succeed.
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The World Has Moved On...

New Scrolls Discovered!

The Lay Of Tekralh...
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[TEKRALH] All The Small Things...

Merlin's Miscellany: Part Five...

[TEKRALH] Cripples, Bastards And Broken
Things...

Top Secret S.I. (Pete's Campaign)

The Show(boat) Must Go On...

Tuesday Knights Preparing To Go Ballistica...

More Hijinks On The High Seas...

The Return Of Anton Dean...

Our Top. Secret Campaign Has Been Made Into
A Movie!

A Slice of Bloggery...

B The Other Side blog

[wrie | White Dwarf Wednesday

) | Issue 1 - Welcome to my first

White Dwarf Wednesday!
Today we are going to look
into Issue 1 published in
June of 1977. But first lets talk about what
White Dwarf mea...
21 minutes ago

(=) From the Sorcerer's Skull

(A1) Warlord Wednesday: Let My
.4 People Go - *Let's re-enter

the lost world with 2012's first

installment of my issue by

issue examination of DC

Comic's *Warlord*, the earlier installments

of which ca...

1 hour ago

[2) she Kills Monsters

| Orcs, gobbies and trolls - Oh

’ My! Part One - Tim over at I'd
Rather Be Killing Monsters

94 linked an article recently

about old school RPG orcs

which got me thinking about MMO orcs.

When | saw my first o...

2 hours ago

[5) Jeffs Gameblog
Wizardly Wednesday - Gameblog reader
and all around cool guy *Jeremy Deram*
sent this to me. | showed this to my sister-
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|l in-law the feminist theologian
| and she immediately sai...

2 hours ago

[5) siskoid's Blog of Geekery
Doctor Who RPG: Season 1 -
P On the occasion of

- completing reviews on the
1963-4 season of Doctor
Who, | should like to
re-imagine it as a role-playing game
campaign. using Cubicle 7's ...
3 hours ago

[5) LotFP: RPG
What the Hell Is That Thing on the Table?
VOTE! - The entries for the What the Hell
is That Thing on the Table? contest are in.
Read them here. Now vote for your
favorite! The author of the entry that get...
6 hours ago

(=) Playing D&D With Porn Stars
rimams_wmemens SPlit-Column Assignment
Generator - Dear Exploring
> Infinity, | have no idea how |
o .. found your blog, or this nifty
situation generatorthat you
made for Firefly. | also don't know anything
about F...
7 hours ago

#. Quiet Earth
The Asylum now casting for ABRAHAM
LINCOLN VS ZOMBIES! - If you're not
familiar with the asylum, they make rip-offs
of Hollywood blockbuster then beat them
to the punch by getting the DVD in your
local store befo...
7 hours ago

=) Monster Island News

Kim Novak Talks About
Vertigo - Intro And Quotes
Compiled By: Ken Hulsey
Source: Labyrinth.net While
searching online tonight for
information on one of my favorite movies
"Vertigo" | ran. ...

8 hours ago

W/ Black Gate
Art of the Genre: The 5 Moods of Conan -
In October | had a chance to head down to
San Diego for World Fantasy Con. It was a
good time, if not even in the same ballpark
as great, and when | travel...
9 hours ago

& Saturday Knight Special
Pleased to Death - | remember well my
first DOA in a home of natural causes. In
some ways, it was more disturbing then
my first DOA who was shot in the head.
The apartment w...
12 hours ago
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D THE LAND OF NOD

En Garde: The Duelist [Blood
and Treasure] - When | dove
into the Blood and Treasure
project, | had two goals in
mind. First and foremost,
make it as rules light as possible so that
the game is compat...

12 hours ago

[Z] Three Beautiful Things
Epic, warming him up.and lunch. - Over at
Writing Our Way Home, Fiona and Kaspa
have started their River of Stones, a
mindful writing challenge. Fiona's stones
are a bit like beautiful thin...
14 hours ago

Q) Not A Blog
Westeros and the NFL - Everyone in the
Seven Kingdoms is excited about the NFL
playoffs. The wildlings and the men of the
Night's Watch and even some northmen
are all pulling for...
16 hours ago

John Carter

John Carter News | January 3, 2012 -
Tweet 2012's Most Promising Pop-Culture
Picks? — Entertainment Weekly (blog) —
popwatch.ew.com 01/03/2012
Entertainment Weekly (blog)2012’s Most
Promising ...

17 hours ago

(=) Hill Cantons

The Furious Din of Battle - A
battle royale raged over my
kitchen table yesterday. Fear
not, it wasn't a domestic
squabble, but the first large-
scale, non-solo playtest of *By This Ax...
18 hours ago

[Z) GROGNARDIA
The Articles of Dragon:
L mah "Living in.a Material World" -
'ounge up Issue #81 (January 1984) of
*Dragon *included an article
by Michael Dobson (whom |
presume is the same Michael Dobson
employed by TSR as an editor and wri...
19 hours ago

.. Dreams of Mythic Fantasy
Random Planetary Angel Generator - A
maijor. revision of the original post, to
include divine servants of both Good and
Evil deities. Random Planetary Angel
Generator byJames A. Smith A sys...
22 hours ago
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{3 Weird Asia News
Mother’s Café in Osaka, Japan: Button Up
Your Overcoat - [image: Mother’s Café in
Osaka, Japan: Button Up Your Overcoat]
Aland of many interests and odd
predilections, Japan’s themed cafés are
well known all ar...
22 hours ago

() OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS

~— To his friend... -
=\go
L N
” (S

22 hours ago

[Z) PLANET ALGOL
[Fortress Eibon] New Years Day TPK...? -
Three members of the Yam City
Mercenary Brotherhood were engaged for
an expedition into Fortress Eibon by two
locally know delvers, Ballard and Ree Kee,
al...
2 days ago

Fz] Havards Blackmoor Blog

= 2012! - Just had to share this
picture that | found here.
Does anyone know the story
behind it? All the best wishes
for 2012. With the Hobbit,
Prometheus and the ...
2 days ago

(=) Philip Reeve

ltu 2012: The Year of the

= Goblins - I've been keeping
=i m{' the computer switched off
‘I. 5 over Christmas, and feeling

rather better for it, so this is

probably my last blog post for a while. |
have a...
3 days ago

) crROM!

m: "The Axes of CONAN" - Over
at Random happenstance the
blog. random-

— happenstance.blogspot.com -
S | found this cool little parody. |

took it upon myself to sha...
5 days ago

(2 Frank Chadwick's Space:1889

A Great Steampunk Online
Comic - Here's a nice holiday
treat for you. If you have not
run across Phil and Kaja
Foglio's Girl Genius on-line
steampunk (although they call it
"gaslamp"). comic,...

6 days ago
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MEMBER oF THE
RPG
BLOGGERS
NETWORK

Magazine Subscriptions & Regular Reads

Knights Of The Dinner Table

Medieval Warfare

National Geographic

Doctor Who Magazine

Fortean Times
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Fight On!

Oubliette

Loviatar

Knockspell

My Pull List!

Amazing Spider-Man

Fantastic Four (FF)

Red Skull

S.H.LE.L.D.

Annihilators: Earth Fall

Dark Tower

The Stand

Legion Of Super-Heroes

Legion Lost

Demon Knights

All-Star Western

Helldorado

Grimm Fairy Tales

GFT: Myths & Legends

GFT: The Library

Fly

Charmed

Salem's Daughter: The Haunting

The Theater

Hack/Slash (& minis)

Planet Of The Apes

Betrayal Of The Planet Of The Apes

Warlord Of Mars

WoM: Dejah Thoris

WoM: Fall Of Barsoom

John Carter: Princess Of Mars

Conan: Road Of Kings

Kull: The Cat And The Skull

Queen Sonja

Morning Glories

Warehouse 13

Game Of Thrones
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Elric: The Balance Lost

Lord Of The Jungle

Star Trek

Star Trek/Legion Of Super-Heroes

True Blood

Godzilla

Godzilla: Legends

Deadlands

Film Night Reviews

8 Mile (2002)

A Beautiful Mind (2001)

Dark City (1998)

Dirty Dancing (1987)

Escape To Witch Mountain (1975)

Fight Club (1999)

Forbidden Planet (1956)

Freaks (1932)

Love Actually (2003)

Moulin Rouge (2001)

Pretty Woman (1990)

Taxi Driver (1976)

The 40-Year-Old Virgin (2005)

The Break-Up. (2006)

Wizard of Oz (1939)

Star Wars Film Night Reviews

Return Of The Jedi (1983)

* Ewok Adventure: The Battle For Endor (1985)

* Ewok Adventure: Caravan of Courage (1984)

The Empire Strikes Back (1980)

A New Hope (1977)

Revenge of The Sith (2005)

* Clone Wars - Volume Two (2005)

* The Clone Wars - Season One (2008)

* The Clone Wars (2008)

* Clone Wars - Volume One (2003)

Attack Of The Clones (2002)
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The Phantom Menace (1999)
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