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him. As wonderfully happy as his
singing can be, these breakdowns
are heartbreakingly sad.

Director/producer team Josh Rubin
and Jeremy Lubin have created a
fascinating documentary that
chronicles Larry's life from childhood
until, at the age of 60, he finally gives
in and begins life atan assisted-
living facility. They also document the
people who trulyloved Larry and
cared for him until they either died,
like his Aunt Josephine, who loved
him unconditionally, or were driven
away by his erratic and unpredictable
behavior. Because Larryis a
paranoid schizophrenic, he always
finds a wayto destroy the good
things in his life. Whether itis Frank
Zappa who tried to mold him into a
music star or Bill Mumy (of "Lostin
Space" fame) who recorded two
more albums for Larry, his paranoia
always won out in the end. While the
overarching story of "Derailroaded" is
Larry's story, along the way the
flmmakers also document the
wreckage of relationships a mentally
ill person may inadvertently leave
behind. The film is as much about
the people who care for Larry as itis
about Larry himself. The film also
defines a musical genre that most
mainstream listeners either dismiss
or are entirely unaware of. This peek
into the lives of a handful of musical
geniuses--or talentless hacks,
depending upon which side of the
line you fall on--is also quite
interesting.

In the end, this documentaryis an
excellent accounting of one man'’s life
of on-again, off-again music. The film
documents the highs ("An Evening
with Wild Man Fischer," his live
shows at The Whisky and other
Hollywood bars, his joyful street
performances) and lows (the death
of his beloved Aunt Josephine, his
time in a mental institution) as well
as the people who love him
unconditionally and attempt to care
for him even as he disappears for
weeks or months ata time. It makes
for an emotional rollercoaster ride as
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we explore Larry's psyche.

The DVD comes with a full package
of extras, with perhaps the best being
a commentary with Rubin and Lubin.
The commentary almost becomes
another film entirely as the two
filmmakers document the trials and
tribulations of making an
independent film that stars a
mentally ill character. Along the way,
the filmmakers describe lessons
theylearned about flmmaking along
with a great deal of hard work. They
even had some immense good
fortune that helped the film along.
The commentaryitselfis worth the
price of admission.

"Derailroaded" is being released on
DVD this March. For more
information, go to
http://www.derailroaded.com or to
purchase this DVD, go to
http://www.seeofsound.com/p.php?
s=MVD5049D.
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