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space. He also has a cute dog named Charey (Dustin's real dog, named, of course, Charley).
Apparently, Dave possesses a bum ticker and is in need of a new one, i.e., he's just about a goner.
But who shows up in his flat but the dewl, offering him a heart in exchange for...well, you know the
drill. Problem is, it's not in his chest cavity, as he's loth to find out, but rather it's a tentacled,
cycloptical monster with four sharp-pointed tentacles that lives in a wooden box. Of course, it also
needs to feed on two pecple per week in order to sunive.

A question that comes to mind at this point is as follows: when does a film that is a collection of
homages become original in its own right? There are many themes and images that come from other
sources, but the film still retains a feel of originality. Here are some examples.

Of course, the whole sell your soul to the dewl with regret is right out of the German Faust legend
(first published in 1587). Dawe's not reading the “fine print” has been used before, as well, with other
Faust-based comedy films, such as Bedazzled (1967, 2000). Howewer, the bigges! Faustian story of
recent time is also heavly referenced, The Little Shop of Horrors (1960, 1986). In fact, the first line of
the heart is "Feed me.” Note that the heart in this film sounds much more fey than did the demanding
and menacing Lev Stubbs (d. 2008). There's also a bit of Evil Dead in here, too, especially with the
facial expressions made by Salkil that are right out of the Bruce Campbell / Ash playbook. Salkil is
really great at it (it's that overplay | was mentioning earier). | cannot forget to mention the nod to
Basket Case (1982), with the evl ather part of the hero living in a box and slithering out to kill. Heck,
Mills even borrows from himself, with the thumping lovers next door named Iggy and Mona, the names
of similarly entangled lovers from his own The Puppet Monster Massacre (thought no one would
notice, Dustin?)

Dustin definitely seems to becoming more comfortable in the filmmaking craft. He has a good eye for
lighting, both natural, added, and atmosphere. The use of garish, almosi neon shades of green and
red waork with the mood of the moment, rather than indicating what the viewer is supposed to feel. His
editing is also becoming stronger, as most scenes are cut back and forth between characters, rather
than letting the camera linger. Unless, of course it is intended that way, such as a long shot when a
drunken Dave has a conversation with an off-screen dewl (during the commentary, the reason for the
lack of on-camera Satan made me laugh).

It's pretty obvious thal most of the actors on this film are not professionals, but then again, every
single one cames their role solidly, even when the call is for over-the-top (such as Salkil's hilarious
“What the fuck” when he sees the heart for the first time). It's all part of an independent and humorous
homor film.

Yes, there are definitely same cheesy moments. For me, the biggest is when you finally get to see
the heart in all its gory... | mean glory. Honestly, it looks silly, sart of like a fuzzy toaster cozy. But |
am so willing to forgive that because, well, this film is such a hoot.

One aspect of the film that impresses me, and what makes it worth owning (though it's also awailable
as a VOD), is the commentary. Mills handles it so comeclly. The biggest mistake in commentaries
{in my opinion) is that there are too many Involved. Any more than two people it becomes a
mishmash of “who said that?” Mills does it on his own, and keeps a perfect level of lmmaking
information (camera used, funding, etc.) and anecdotes (such as how and why he switched a
particular character from female to male, without changing the dialog). He keeps it interesting all the
way through, which is so rare. Two other extras are trailers for his earier films.

There are many good acting moments here (Gerity comes to mind), and also in the story and in
overall filmmaking style that shows that Mills is definitely a star on the horizon. | just wonder what he
could do with a real budget.
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