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Who would have imagined that one of the moving forces behind forensic science was an upper-

class senior citizen who was so protected in her youth she wasn’t allowed to attend college? 

Francis Glessner Lee (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/visibleproofs/galleries/biographies/lee.html) has 

been described as a “crime-fighting grandmother,” but in so many ways that description 

minimizes her role in the birth of forensic science.

Lee was the creator of the “Nutshell Studies of Unexplained Deaths 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nutshell_Studies_of_Unexplained_Death),” essentially doll house 
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crime scenes (http://brucegoldfarb.com/the-nutshell-studies-of-

unexplained-death) fashioned with miniatures to educate law 

enforcement personnel. The dioramas Lee produced in the 1930s 

and 1940s were small-scale reproductions of murders and 

suicides that are still used to educate investigators on crime 

scene analysis.

Of Dolls and Murder 

(http://www.amazon.com/Dolls-

And-Murder-John-

Waters/dp/B0071BY2R8/ref=sr_1_1?

ie=UTF8&qid=1334183427&sr=8-1) is a quirky glimpse at Lee’s 

dollhouse crime scenes and their value, as well as an 

introduction to forensics, an examination of the differences 

between CSI and real life criminal investigations, and a look at 

modern facilities such as the body farm and its function as a 

learning tool.  (http://www.dreamlandnews.com/)

John Waters (http://www.dreamlandnews.com/) was a fitting 

choice to narrate the history of various dioramas; his droll 

delivery of the facts behind each case provides suitable context 

for the unknown. Disappointingly, the true facts of each case are 

kept locked away and are known to one man who has no 

intention of sharing them. Instead, those involved in law 

enforcement and forensics view the recreations as part of their 

training in investigation. 

There is something macabre about dollhouse reproductions of brutal murder scenes, but Of Dolls 

and Murders puts it into perspective, allowing viewers insight into the workings of crime scene 

investigation units. It is a fascinating documentary, especially for those interested in forensic 

sciences. DVD release date: April 24, 2012.

Latest Film Articles

The

Wonder

2009

The

(/entertainment/film/article/the

dark/)

Of Dolls and Murder

History of Forensics

dolls

A Conversation with Director Jourdan 

McClure

with

We Bought a

(/entertainment/film/article/we

Follow

(http://www.facebook.com/technorati)

(http://twitter.com/#!/technorati)

Recent Film Features

Page 2 of 5

4/12/2012http://technorati.com/entertainment/film/article/of-dolls-and-murder-dvd-recreates/



 

Article Author: Bob Etier 
(/people/missbobetier/)

Two words describe Bob Etier: "female" and "weird." Like 

many freelance writers, there's something about her that 

isn't quite right. Read her stuff and find out what.

Bob Etier's author page (/people/missbobetier/) — 

Author's Blog (http://bob-lostintime.blogspot.com/ ) 

Article Tags

a view from the id, (/tag/a-view-

from-the-id) crime-fighting 

grandmother, (/tag/crime-fighting-

grandmother) crime scene, 

(/tag/crime-scene) CSI, (/tag/csi) 

documentary, (/tag/documentary) 

dollhouse, (/tag/dollhouse) film, 

(/tag/film) forensics, (/tag/forensics) 

Frances Glessner Lee, 

(/tag/frances-glessner-lee) history, 

(/tag/history) John Waters, 

(/tag/john-waters) miniatures, 

(/tag/miniatures) movie, (/tag/movie) 

murder, (/tag/murder) Nutshell 

Studies of Unexplained Death, 

(/tag/nutshell-studies-of-unexplained

-death) Of Dolls and Murder, 

(/tag/of-dolls-and-murder) 

recreation, (/tag/recreation) 

review, (/tag/review) suicide, 

(/tag/suicide) 

 

 

 

About this article
Featured

(http://technorati.com/ente

-bought

We Bought a Zoo 

(2011), Now What? 

(http://technorati.com/ente

-bought

(http://technorati.com/peop

(http://technorati.com/ente

All Film Features

Write for

Bob Etier

writer, find out how you can too! 

Find out how to become a writer for

(/write

Like 16 people like this.

Read comments on this article, and add some feedback of your own (#comments) 

Page 3 of 5

4/12/2012http://technorati.com/entertainment/film/article/of-dolls-and-murder-dvd-recreates/



Share:  

(http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?

v=20) 

Add your comment, speak your mind

Personal attacks are NOT allowed 

Please read our comment policy (/technorati-comments-policy/) 

Login

You must be logged in to comment

55

66

Type your comment here...

No items at this time...

No items at this time...

entertaining

The Commander Is 

Entertaining UK 

(http://technorati.com/ente

entertaining

(http://technorati.com/peop

(http://technorati.com/ente

-converges

Converges with 

Tribeca to Promote 

(http://technorati.com/ente

-converges

by 

(http://technorati.com/peop

Network

Twittorati 

(http://twittorati.com/)

Articles

Features (/features/)

Support

Support Home (/support/)

Contact Us (/contact-us/)

Post

Currently Hot

(http://technorati.com/technology/article/iran

-looks-to-switch-off-the/) 

Iran Looks to Switch off the 

Internet 

(http://technorati.com/technology/a

(http://technorati.com/business/article/best

-buy-ceo-resigns-after-

earnings/) 

Best Buy CEO Resigns 

(http://technorati.com/business/art

-buy-ceo-resigns-after-

(http://technorati.com/technology/c

-computing/article/dropbox-

doubles-up-on-space-for/) 

Dropbox Doubles Free 

Space for Referrals 

(http://technorati.com/technology/c

Keep in touch with Technorati    (http://twitter.com/technorati) 

(http://twitter.com/twittoratinews)  (http://twitter.com/Blogcritics) 

Visit these great blogs in our network:

Technorati Media Partners 
(http://technoratimedia.com/)

Page 4 of 5

4/12/2012http://technorati.com/entertainment/film/article/of-dolls-and-murder-dvd-recreates/



Blogcritics 

(http://blogcritics.org/)

Technorati Media 

(http://technoratimedia.com/)

Article Archive 

(/archive/2012/04/12/)

Write for Technorati 

(/write-for-technorati/)

RSS Feed 

(http://feeds09.technorati.com/trarticles/)

Hottest Blog Posts 

(http://feeds09.technorati.com/trblogposts/)

Beta Status (/beta-status/)

What Is Authority? (/what-is-technorati-

authority/)

About Technorati (/about-technorati/) / Terms of Service

CC License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

Advertise (http://technoratimedia.com/technorati_media/advertisers.html)

(http://technoratimedia.com/technorati_media/jobs.html)

WonderHowTo 

(http://www.wonderhowto.com

Weather 

Underground 

(http://www.wunderground.com/)

Indy Posted 

(http://www.indyposted.com/)

Chris

(http://chris.pirillo.com/)

TheFreeDictionary

(http://www.thefreediction

Webs.com

(http://www.webs.com/)

© Technorati, Inc / Technorati Media (http://technoratimedia.com/) / Technorati.com 

(/) / Blogcritics (http://blogcritics.org/) 

All screenshots on Technorati.com are powered by ShrinkTheWeb 

(http://www.shrinktheweb.com/). 

Page 5 of 5

4/12/2012http://technorati.com/entertainment/film/article/of-dolls-and-murder-dvd-recreates/


