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by Nick DeRiso

Is the Harry Nilsson soundtrack to this children’s film, absent the script and Ringo Starr’s memorable narration, strong enough to stand on its own? Probably not. But as a gift of
seldom-heard songs froma lost musical genius, it certainly delights.

Afier all, Nilsson’s been gone for so long now that this expanded MVD Visual reissue of The Point includes, among its 25 minutes of bonus features, a segment titled “Who is
Harry Nilsson?” For me, though, the animated project’s seven-song cycle itself ultimately says more about this often-overlooked legend than any words could.

There’s “Me and My Arrow,” a classic burst of Nilssonian pop — as wholesome as it is lonesome, until this weirdly transfixing bridge: It's as if the merry- go-round has come to
a quick stop, but your head is still spinning. And then there’s Harry, ready to start you going again. And when he does, after insisting (however briefly, and however
unconvincingly) that he’ll get past this latest setback, that sense ofblissfill sadness swoops right back in.

[SOMETHING ELSE! REWIND: Working with Dave Stewart, Ringo Starr paid tribute to Nilsson in 2008 with the aptly named "Harrv's Song " brilliant ly
recalling his old friend's musical alchemy.

He had this canny ability to turn the woebegone singer-songwriter motif of the early 1970s completely on its ear, imbuing his songs with an off-kilter complexity (think Tin Pan
Alley plus 1970s’ Hollywood hedonism), and no small amount of humor. Take “Life Line,” which sounds, on its surface, like a typical cry for help — another heartbroken sap,
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another cliche. But Nilsson simply approaches the lyric from too many directions for “Life Line” to become rote. He makes his own echo with the vocal, something so
homemade and real Then, just as he’s drawn you in, Nilsson makes a goofy noise — like a cartoon figure drowning — only to rejoin the lyric with a striking fragility.

Nilsson understood the line he was walking, both what could be nade fun of and also what was ultimately at stake.

Elsewhere, from the fizzy, Beach Boys-esque “Poli High,” to the tumbling pop confection “Are You Sleeping,” to the mellow ruminations on the cycle of life found in *“Think
About Your Troubles,” The Point continues to touch every corner of what made Nilsson such a fascinating figure in pop music.

Of course, that very range is probably why he wasn’t more famous in his time, or in this one. Never easy to peg, he could be even harder to get, if you weren't willing to listen
closely.

The Point, inbetween the larger story about a place where everything has a point (except for our round-headed hero Oblio), gives us all another belated chance. And, as
always, Harry Nilsson makes it worth the effort.
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1. Paul and Linda McCartnev— Ram (1971: 2012 reissue) An overooked precursorto the cumrent handmade-pop phenomenon, Ram was initially eritictzed for everything that makes it
sound unexpectedly bold, fascmating ly unedited and utterly misjudged today. The album, set for..

2. Q&&Mﬂﬂm@ﬂlﬂd&hﬁﬁﬂmy_ﬂw.mm Four words can best sumup Paul and Linda McCartney’s 1971 album Rame “Heart of the Country.”
This homespun effort in the spirit of Paul's solo debut MeCartney chronicles a..

3. The Doors — LA, Woman: 40th Anniversary Edition (1971: 2012 reissue) If people thought the Beatles and the Rolling Stones were radical, they were probably stunned to the core

by the Doors. Although the Los Angeles band amved at a time,...
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