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reminds me of Bruce Campbell in his role as Ash Williams (if you need to ask who that is, you
probably need to see more horror cinema). In this film, he brings to mind more of a Jim Carrey vibe,
with the rubbery way he mowes his body and face. Also, as in Zombie A-hole (2012), in a way he
plays twin characters. There is the everyday, pathetic-yet-sympathetic junkie, and then there is
charged up Ritchie, the bath salt “zombie” (of course, technically, he’s not a zombie, but rather just a
live flesh-eater... we need a new term for a living flesh foodie, such as in 28 Days Later... but | digress
again). He apparently finds it pretty fluid to go from straight, to manic, to maniac, and it works. | can
see him on a hit sit-com at some point.

Amusingly, with one exception, every masked character is embodied by Salkil, including all of both
the drug gang and the SWAT team. Ya gotta love being able to overlay images; it gives me an ache
when | think of what Cronenberg had to go through just to get two Jeremy Irons in 1988’s Dead
Ringers. In one scene, Salkil kills a bunch of himself in the form of the SWATers.

Playing Ritchie’s girlfriend Rita, much as she did in Night of the Tentacles (2013), is Jackie
McGowan, a tattooed and pierced everygirl (meant complimentary), albeit a junkie. She is both fierce
and kinda brittle, and plays that well as it seems to be her specialty in Mills’ releases. Also joining in
as Ritchie and Rita’s friend is Mr. (Dave) Parka, who is better known for his video review Vogs
[HERE].

Through the connections of the producer, Clint Weiler, there is a killer soundtrack with nationally
known punk acts like the Murder Junkies (sans GG Allin, of course), the Dwarves, Antiseen, the
Meatmen and the Gaggers.

One aspect of Mills | truly enjoy as a filmmaker is that he runs the gamut to simple cheezy puppets,
to some highly stylized visuals. With each progressive film, and he is quite prolific, his technical
ability improves. | hope he doesn’t lose much of the kitsch factor the way some have, like Cronenberg
and Craven.

When you watch this, you may just say, hunh, lemme see this again with my buddies. Not exactly a
date movie (unless you’re with the coolest girl in the world who loves these kinds of films!), but
definitely a safer high than, well, bath salts.

Unrelated bonus video:
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