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WAR is not a band. WAR is a movement.
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The Stooges' James Williamson (left) and Iggy Pop at Free Press Summer Fest
2013

Tribute to Ron Asheton
MVD Video, $16.95, 114 mins.

While at the time not a whole lot of people "got" the first two Stooges records - The
Stooges and Fun House - and only slightly more come on board for Raw Power - the MillerOutdoorTheater.com
appreciation for and influence of Iggy Pop and the Stooges on bands and listeners has

grown tremendously in the ensuing decades.

And while Iggy went on to as successful solo career, surviving members of the original

lineup/ brothers Ron (guitar) and Scott (drums) Asheton had a much more hardscrabble Little Woodrow's
existence both in music and in life. It was Ron in particular who always held out for a wosiiovs View Ad | View Site
reunion.
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Rewind:

Iggy & the Stooges at Free Press Summer Fest, 6/1/2013

So when Iggy fired up the Stoogemobile again about a decade ago, adding bassist Mike i n'h?g PJ's Sports Bar
View Ad | View Site

Watt in for the deceased Dave Alexander and frequent collaborator Steve MacKay on sax,
the band finally got to see how much they meant to fans, playing to hundreds of thousands
across the world and releasing new material.

Warehouse Live
LU View Ad | View Site
Ron's death in 2009 was a huge blow to the party, but Iggy wisely brought in his Raw
Power-era replacement in guitar, James Williamson, and the machine has kept going, More >>

including this past weekend at Houston's Free Press Music Festival.
SHARE THE WEALTH
Filmed in 2011 on their home turf of Ann Arbor, Michigan, Tribute to Ron Asheton begins " S g | |‘ , ﬂ
with some remarks from Scott and then a lengthy (but well-meaning and informative) Imnl“ Im ms :

history lesson intro from punk icon Henry Rollins, before descending into one of the most

primal and powerful concert videos I've ever seen.

Iggy and the Stooges blaze through 17
numbers -- most from those three
records -- as if it were the last show they
would give. "Raw Power," "Search and
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Destroy," "Fun House," "1970," "Your ceibube b0 6127
Pretty Face is Going to Hell," "I Wanna
Be;t:m Dog," "Tngye," "Dirt" and %V\ AShetOH Portugal The Man & Gu...
"No Fun” are all here, played with a cesturng 1gy € The Slooges - speci Quedd s From $37
passion and a fury by men who put i frowarnteber SHHEon Theaker # oetin, 30 31%
those half their age to shame. 6/27 )
New Kids On The Block...
And "Loose?" Is there any more a direct From $20
and leaving-no-room-for- 28%
misinterpretation lyric in any rock 6/27
music than the refrain of "I'll stick it Mac Miller
deep inside"? From $77
6/28
A seated Pop and acoustic-playing Big Time Rush & Victo...
Williamson provide the (only) quiet From $39
moment in the show with the touching ST TaE a8 0n HOusGRGn 11%

"Ron's Tune," written for the occasion.

But make no mistake. Though very well shot, this is not a pretty video. There is wrinkly
skin. And gray hair. And post-middle-age hair. And limping and knee bandages. And sweat
stains.

This is a document of a working punk band that is really working, and the frenetic
audience is with them every step. Sure, the occasion amped up the group on all levels, but
this is a band that plays like it is auditioning for a record contract and not one resting on its
legendary laurels.

In fact, it begs for a companion soundtrack CD release. A surprisingly effective string and
horn section join the band on a few numbers, as does Radio Birdman guitarist Deniz Tek.

Non-Stooges fans have always wondered why Iggy doesn't wear a shirt in concert. Sure,
part of it has been to show off his sculpted and muscular body; it's very lined and leathery
these days, but at age 66 he can still kick your ass.

But seeing this whole concert video, I think I've found the answer: Iggy Pop doesn't want
to be restrained, at all. Even by a thin cotton T-shirt. Lou Reed may have put out a record
called Rock N Roll Animal, but it's Iggy Pop who is the real onstage beast.
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