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BROKEN
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[sland/Universal
(2-CD Deluxe Edition)

g At the beginning of
0.0 0.0 ¢ the 1970s, a time
when Marianne Faith-
full was increasingly plagued by drug problems,
it seemed unlikely she'd even have a career by
the decade’s end, let alone release an album that
has gone on to become a classic.

To those whose strongest memory of Faithfull
were the dulcet tones of the Jagger-Richards
composition “As Time Goes By,” “Broken English”
was a revelation; a world-weary recounting of
how much had changed for Faithfull since 1964.

Her voice is cracked and raw, which adds
a great poignancy to the songs: the wistful .
“Witches' Song;" “Brain Drain;" which details a
failing relationship; the drug-mired atmosphere
of “Guilt;” the diary-of-a-mad-housewife of “The
Ballad of Lucy Jordan;” the unnerving title track,
inspired by a comment made by German terrorist
Ulrike Meinhoff when he was arrested. The album
is most notorious for the bitter “Why'd Ya Do It,"

a profane castigation of a cheating lover; it also
has one of the best ever Lennon covers, a subtle,
spare take on "Working Class Hero.”

This reissue also includes the album's original
mix, which is decidedly different, having a bit
more rock ‘n’ roll feel, before Steve Winwood
layered the album with synthesizers. It's the
version of the album that Faithfull herself prefers,
though to this writer it's the released version
that's superior - or is that because it's the
version that's most familiar? Now listeners can
decide for themselves. The album also includes
remixed single versions of a few songs, and the
short “Three Songs by Marianne Faithfull,” filmed
in1979. This recent reissue is only available as an
import, but it's easy to find online. If you're a fan
of this album, it's a must-have, especially due to
its having the original album mix.

- Gillian G. Gaar

RINGO
STARR
AND HIS
ALL STARR
BAND
RINGO AT
THE RYMAN
UMe (DVD)

In case you missed

: Ringo Starr's last

0. 0.6.6.6 1 outing with his cur-
rent crop of All Starrs, this DVD, filmed on Starr's
72nd birthday, July 7, 2012, at Nashville's Ryman
Auditorium, will catch you up nicely. (There hasn't
been a live All Starr band release since 2010, and
that was of the 2008 lineup). It's the 12th edition
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