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Reviewed by Patrick Cooper

“Trapped in a box” movies are inherently fun. Even if the characters aren't all that interesting, it’s still entertaining to try
to figure a way out before they can. Then we feel stupid when that “oh shit” curveball hits us in the face. Sometimes the
ending doesn’t satisfy (I love Cube but hate the end), but at least the ride there was nice. One recent example that a
lot of people seemed to like was Buried, which | thought was a 90-minute wank-a-thon. Being trapped in a coffin with
Ryan Reynolds for an entire movie is not cool.
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Stephen Manuel’s Iron Doors is a thoroughly enjoyable addition to the genre. Like most of its kind, the premise is
simple: A man (Axel Wedekind) wakes up alone in a room. The only way out seems to be a huge, iron vault door.
Inside the room is a dead rat infested with maggots, a locker, a blowtorch, and a chisel and hammer. He has no idea
how he got there — his first impression is that it’s his work buddies playing an elaborate prank on him. The last thing he
remembers is going out drinking with his boys — then he blacked out and woke up in this room. I've been there, bro.
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We spend every second with Axel as he curses (a lot), drinks urine, eats maggots, and gradually deteriorates
physically and mentally. Luckily, nearly every second is compelling and Axel is a strong enough actor to carry the
entire thing. At first he comes off as some kind of douchebag investment banker type, but as the movie progressed |
grew to like him. He talks to himself a lot and through this continuous one-way conversation he reveals himself to be a
regular, foul-mouthed everyman.

A lot of focus is put on the whole piss drinking and maggot eating parts. It's gross the first time Axel does it, then
every other time is just plain gratuitous. It happens maybe three times in the movie and forces the suspense to come
to a screeching halt. The entire film takes place in essentially three connected rooms. The filmmakers made the most
of it — filming from every angle you can imagine and using minimal lighting with precision.

The mystery of why he’s there isn’t revealed until the final seconds of the film. Even then, it's not really explained. It's
an ambiguous shot that leaves it up to the audience to fill in the blanks. | found the ending pretty damn weak and
somewhat corny. Axel, who by the end is on the cusp of dying of starvation, definitely earned this ending, but | felt like
the audience deserved something meatier.

But like | said earlier, endings are allowed to suck in this subgenre as long as the ride there was fun. Iron Doors is
definitely an enjoyable, psychologically thrilling trip. Axel Wedekind is a capable actor, so you won't mind being locked
in a room with him for 90 minutes. Although the ending probably won’t blow anyone’s mind, it's a well-crafted,
claustrophobic blast up to that point.

AV

Iron Doors is presented by Jing Films in 1.78:1 widescreen. It looks fine for a DVD; the only problem was that the
audio didn’t match up. | tried both audio tracks and neither did, which was horribly distracting. | saw online that other
people had this problem, so someone made a major goof at the factory.

Special Features

Just a trailer.

Official Score:3/5

LEAVE A COMMENT You mustbe logged in to posta comment.

bloody-disgusting.com/reviews/3227589/b-d-review-iron-doors-is-a-well-crafted-claustrophobic-blast/

[Reader Review] Scorpionsy Compares the New ‘Evil
Dead’ With the Original

Mama, Prom, Blood And Telekinesis Fill Out The Full
‘Carrie’ Trailer!!! Plus Over 2 Dozen High-Rez
Images!

4  ‘ ¢

The 5 Rob Zombie Films From Worst To Best!!!

“Groowy!” Horror On Top Again As ‘Evil Dead’ Cleans
Up With An Estimated 26 Million!!

As We Suspected, ‘Evil Dead’ Is A Sequel That
Eventually Leads To Major Crossover In ‘Evil Dead

7
i

i

1 1

The ‘You're Next' Trailer Is Here! And It's Worth The
Wait!!!

Spoilers!!l About That Alternate Ending For The ‘Evil
Dead’!

Featured Stories

Top Stories From Bloody Disgusting

[TV] Are You Watching
“Hemlock Grove™? What
Do...

1 Comments

[BD Review] Brad Finds
‘Lords Of Salem’ To Be
A..

0 Comments

. [Exclusive] Get A Free
MP3 Download Of
Daylight's...
0 Comments

‘The Evil Within’ Trailer
Revealed, Coming In...
3 Comments

23



