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Latest From Movies

Bad Words (Focus
Features, R)

Muppets Most Wanted (Walt
Disney Studios Motion Pictures,
PG)

The Grand Budapest Hotel (Fox
Searchlight Pictures, R)
Divergent (Summit
Entertainment, PG-13)
Blondie’s New York
(Smithsonian Channel, NR)
Bethlehem (Adopt Films, NR)
Need for Speed (DreamWorks
Pictures, PG-13)

Tim’s Vermeer (Sony Pictures
Classics, PG-13)

True/False Film Fest| 2014
Wrap-Up

3 Days to Kill (Relativity Media,
PG-13)

Latest From DVDs

Geography Club
(Breaking Glass
Pictures, NR)

Wonderwall: Collector’s Edition
(Shout! Factory, NR)

Jump (Breaking Glass Pictures,
NR)

Gasland Part Il (Cinedigm, NR)
Pablo (Breaking Glass
Pictures, NR)
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An Evening with
Martin Short

Betsy Baker |
Surviving
Hollywood and
The Evil Dead
Fonze Lives:
Henry Winkler on
“Happy Days,”
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Development,” and the “Bronze
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Here’s Edie: The Edie Adams Television Collection (MVD Visual, NR)

Written by Sarah Boslaugh Print
Thursday, 26 December 2013 11:18 I I

It's enough to make you wish the variety show would make a comeback.

I have to confess that until recently, my knowledge of Edie Adams consisted primarily of two
facts: she was the sexpotin the Muriel Cigar ads (“Whydon’t you pick one up and smoke it
some time?”) and was married to television pioneer Ernie Kovacs. Thatimpression was quickly
corrected after viewing the four-DVD set Here’s Edie: The Edie Adams Television Collection,
which includes all the episodes of her television variety show and a number of well-chosen
extras.

Here’s Edie, which in its second season was called the Edie Adams Show, was a variety show
airing on CBS from 1962 through 1964. Each episode was built around Edie’s vocal and acting
talents (she studied at Julliard) and also featured a variety of guest stars in comedy sketches,
musical numbers, and sometimes more unusual fare, like Michael Redgrave delivering the “St.
Crispin’s Day’ speech from Henry V. Every episode was different, apart from the Muriel ads and
Edie saying “Thank you, good night” at the conclusion of each show.

The mash-up of different styles and tastes was one of the appeals of the variety show — the first
episode included Edie singing Kurt Weill's “Bilbao Song” in German and “My Ship” in English,
as well as the jazzstandard “When my sugar walks down the street,” and a wordless Gershwin
medley; Dick Shawn doing a comedy routine about those crazy kids and their crazy dances;
Andre Previn playing a Gershwin medley on piano; and Edie doing imitations of Marilyn Monroe
and Jeannette McDonald. Later shows featured performers like Duke Ellington, Count Basie,
Peter Falk, The United Nations Children’s Choir, the Grenadier Guards and the Third Air Force
Band (both marching bands), Allan Sherman, and baseball star Maury Wills (who does a
comedy skit as well as singing “Wayfaring Stranger”).

It's enough to make you wish the variety show would make a comeback — not that that's going
to happen with hundreds of television channels and countless other sources of entertainment
content targeting highly specialized audiences. Still, it's sort of amazng to think that an Edie
Adams fan tuning into the show in the early 1960s might also hear a performance of Heitor Villa-
Lobos’ Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5 (a classical piece for soprano and an orchestra of cellos) or
opera star Lauritz Melchoir delivering an aria. You won't get that kind of variety on Saturday Night
Live.

Not surprisingly, the musical numbers stand up the best, while the comic bits have notaged as
well. The incorporation of tobacco commercials, with no clear break between the commercials
and the rest of the show, will astound younger viewers (cigarette ads were banned on American
television in 1971), but that's just one of the many things that makes this show a real time
capsule of its period. For that reason, as well as the number of outstanding performer who
appeared on the show (including Edie herself, of course), Here’s Edie is must-see TV for
anyone interested in American popular culture in the period.

Here’s Edie is distributed on DVD by MVD Visual and includes 720 minutes of programming on
four discs. The picture is soft, but the sound is pretty good, and the quality of the performances
comes through clearly. Extras include a 16-page booklet, a number of Edie’s performances from
The Ernie Kovacs Show, promos by Sid Caesar and Edie Adams, and a Muriel Cigar
promotional film. | Sarah Boslaugh
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¢ Bert Stern: Original Mad Man (First Run Features)
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Geography Club (Breaking Glass Pictures, NR)

* Wonderwall: Collector’s Edition (Shout! Factory, NR)

¢ Jump (Breaking Glass Pictures, NR)

e Gasland Part Il (Cinedigm, NR)

¢ Pablo (Breaking Glass Pictures, NR)

* Blondie’s New York (Smithsonian Channel, NR)

* Bethlehem (Adopt Films, NR)

¢ The Red Skelton Show: The Lost Episodes (Timeless Media Group, NR)

e Short Term 12 (Cinedigm, R)

¢ The Gene Autry Show: The Complete Television Series (Timeless Media Group, NR)

e Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde: The Young King, The Remarkable Rocket, and The Birthday of
the Infanta (NBM)

* Come Back, Africa (Milestone Films, NR)

e Our Nixon (Cinedigm/Docurama, NR)

¢ Buying Sex (First Run Features, R)

e Birth of the Living Dead (First Run Features, NR)

* How to Make Money Selling Drugs (Cinedigm/Tribeca Film, NR)

¢ Undressing Israel: Gay Men in the Promised Land (Breaking Glass Pictures, NR)

e Men atLunch: The Untold Story of A City's Legend (First Run Features, NR)

e Oscar-Nominated Animated Short Films 2014

* Oscar-Nominated Live Action Short Films 2014

* Rookie Yearbook Two (Drawn & Quarterly)

The Falls: Testament of Love (Breaking Glass Pictures, NR)

e The Cute Girl Network (First Second)

Russian Ark (Kino Lorber, NR)

Johan Falk Trilogy (MHZ Networks Corp., NR)
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