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About This Blog

Grego Applegate Edwards
writes this column.

The Gapplegate Guitar and
Bass Blog has grown over
several years to contain
more than 1,000 reviews of
CDs by guitarists, bassists,
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The story of the Austin, Texas, country rock group The
Gourds is a story of a band that has spent considerably
more than a decade together and has remained an
underground thing. The fame of Nashville or top indie-alt
billing is probably never to be theirs, yet they keep on.
Fact is, they are too good for some music marketing
channels today, maybe. The story is told well and
exhaustively on the DVD film documentary All the Labor
(MVD Visual 6044D). You get 96 minutes of the film, plus
another 109 minutes of bonus, alts, extras.

There is a wealth of performance footage captured over
different times in their history, some insightful narrative
by the band members, and an overall look at the
nonconformity and talent that make up the band. Suppose



vocalists and otherwise. Each
musician is a hero in my
mind, a Knight in Shining
Armor, devoting a lifetime
to music that you can enjoy
and treasure. Here are my
1,000 knights, and my many
1,000 nights spent listening
so | could review this music
for you. If you care about
what you hear and want to
know more about what is out
there, you are the person |
have in mind as | write these
postings. If music isn't an
important part of your life
this blog is probably not for
you.

Various musical genres get
attention on these pages:
jazz and rock with guitarists
and/or bassists playing a
prominent role, classical
music for the guitar, world
music, blues, roots, electric
music, vocalists.

| cover other jazz and
improvisation on the
Gapplegate Music Review
blog (see link on this page)
and modern classical and
avant garde concert music
on the new blogsite Classical-
Modern Music Review (see
link).

All material copyright 2007-

13 by Grego Applegate
Edwards.
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"The Band" started their career in 19997 In a way that is
the fate of the Gourds. The music scene is no longer so
open that rock and roots and talent can give you the sort

of attention the Band got in their heyday.

But the Gourds seem unphased. They have multiple
songwriters who are very good and keep producing. Their
vocal mix is unparalleled. Musically they put together just
what is needed for the songs--whether a folksy accordion,
mandolin, ukulele, fiddle, electric and/or acoustic guitars,
Fender bass, drums. They go from alt rock jamband
hardness to yodelling country archaism in one set and they
make it all seem like inevitability, though certainly none

of it is.

They are funny, earthy guys and the love for what they do
comes through strongly. It's a great story and it is told very
well indeed. It may make you into a Gourds fan if you
aren't already. So watch it and get that music in your

head!

Posted by Grego Applegate Edwards at 7:11 AM
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