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Costello and Hardy. Otto is childlike
and dumb, like Norton, Costello and
Laurel, and Caesar is a self-imposed
leader who not as smart as he actually
thinks he is, like Kramden, Costello
and Hardy. Caesar is fey like Costello,
Laurel and one could argue, like
Norton. You see, they’re sort of playing
against types, where the small one is
the obnoxious one, and the heawy one
is the goof. Saying that, you could also
Caesar (David Canpfield) and Otto (Paul Chomicki) say that Caesar is similar to Lewis
(could almost be his son...or perhaps

Eddie Deezen), though Otto is nowhere like Martin.

The one flaw with this film, or should | say the characters, is that even though Caesar resembles all
these bullies, the others are still lovable. Caesar is shrill and uncompromising. The others had a heart
under their grufiness, but not as much Caesar. Otto is definitely a more loveable-yet-unrequited guy,
yet he’s so ultra-Oscar Madison in the unkempt department, that he doesn’t necessarily seem like
someone you'd want to hang with. Hopefully, as time goes on, this will evolve. Even Bugs Bunny was
obnoxious in some of his earlier films (“Ain’t | a stinker?”), before being whitewashed in the late ‘50s.

One of the joys about this film is the myriad of cameos that run throughout. I've already mentioned
Kaufman, and then there’s Linnea Quigley as an agent to gets to revive an infamous scene in one of
her earliest films, Brinke Stevens reprises a role from an earlier Caesar and Otto release, Joe Estevez
makes a hysterical appearance as himself, sorta, the amazing Debbie Rochon shows up for a quick
comic turn as a clueless emergency operator, and even Felissa Rose, the main character of 1983's
Sleepaway Camp, has a bewigged and unrecognizable romp. Oh, and Robert D’zar appears
(uncredited) during the funny end credits (stick around for ‘em).

Another reason to watch is the sheer volume of references to other films in the genre. While |
consider myself a horror maven, | admit that | lean more towards the monster / alien / supernatural
area than the slasher, so | am grateful for director Campfield's commentary, where he points many of
them out. | recognized all the films he mentioned, though | haven’t seen many of them since the ‘80s.

This is a comedy of the most base, child-like, gross, pandering type, but in the context of the film,
most of it works, and | laughed through the film. Some of it is Adam Sandler lewvel, but in this case it
is funny (don’t think | ever even cracked a smile on a Sander disaster). There’s a lot of low-budget
selfreferences which are hysterical, such as the use of incredibly obvious blue-screen, which makes
some of the comments made all the funnier. The blood and violence is cartoonish, making it
somewhat palpable, such as a guy who keeps having his arms cut off and surgically reattached
(similar to a character he played in an earlier film). Then Caesar is always beating up Otto (to the
point of annoyance), surely a reference (homage?) to the Three Stooges, whose shorts are also a
good indicator of the humor. The female lead, Summer Furguson, looks realistic, like she could have
come from next door, which is always refreshing. Don’t get me wrong, there are some incredibly
beautiful women here, too, and even a requisite topless shot for a second.

An amusingly confusing thing is that while the film takes place in Bakersfield, California ('m sure
there’s a joke in that alone, that | am missing), including flashbacks to childhood, many of the
characters have (purposeful) Long Island accents. Another of the many bizarre choices Campfield
makes that gives this a unique edge while borrowing from so much.

Lots of cool extras come with the DVD, including all the Caesar and Otto trailers and some from Wild
Eye Releasing, which have been reviewed here. There are also a Behind the Scenes Featurette,
some alternative takes, and a couple of short films: “Otto’s First Job” and “Pigzilla.” Included as well
is an excellent short called “The Perfect Candidate,” where Joe Estevez (again, playing a version of
himself) is picked by a cabal to run for president (since his brother played one). Again D’zar shows
up, this time credited. It really is quite funny. There are two commentaries just for this short.

For the main feature, there are three — count ‘em, three — commentaries. | listened to the first one
with Campfield, but | honestly just did not have time to watch the other two, one with the producer,
and the other with the cast. While | enjoyed the film, it's rare that any film deserves this much of a
time commitment. Perhaps at some time | will be able to get to them.

At the end of the film, they announce the next one, Caesar and Otto’s Paranormal Halloween (though
it's not even listed on IMDB yet). I'm looking forward to it. So, if you get the chance, check out the
Websites listed above because you really don’t even need to wait until next holiday season to enjoy
it. And remember, when you order it, to keep the Xin Xmas.
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