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Nearly twenty f ive years in to their s tor ied undergr ound career The Residents

return wi th one of the most  ambi t ious albums to dat e,  The Bunny Boy.  The

album is a twisted ta le that brings to l i fe a serie s of on l ine videos the band

have of fered.  I t ’s the desperate tale of  a boy look ing for h is  lost  s ib l ing in

some very odd ways.  I t  has a creepy vine that  br ing s to mind their  amazing

Tweedles a lbum but  takes i t  a few steps further and  adds a psychot ic Wil lard

f lavor to  the mix.

What  I  love about this  band is  simply that they obe y al l  the ru les whi le

breaking them al l .  I t  sounds odd but  i t  real ly is t rue.  At i ts heart  these are pop
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songs but they are in terpreted through seriously tw isted minds that happen to

be ste l lar music ians.  Whi le th is  maybe isn ’t  Pet  So unds or Dark Side of  the

Moon, i t ’s  certain ly on the path that  led to  them, just  a l i t t le farther down i t .

Highl ights inc lude the amazing gui tar work on “Secr et  Room,” the eloquent

and semi-accessible “My Nigerian Friend,”  and the d ownright  scary “Pictures

From a L i t t le Gir l . ”

The Residents real ly go al l  on tel l ing th is  ta le th rough a weird mix of  pop

music and avant-garde noises that real ly have no co ntemporaries.  “Boxes of

Armageddon,”  “Butcher Shop,”  and “The Dark Man” are  more than a l i t t le

creepy and the ent i re album takes a lo t o f  absorbin g.  Those who do not  wish

to invest themselves in  a band shouldn’ t  waste thei r t ime wi th The Bunny Boy

but those wil l ing to  soak i t  a l l  in  for awhi le inst ead of  rushing to judgment wil l

undoubtedly discover the br i l l iance of  th is a lbum. I f  you are looking for

something d i f ferent  to  check out  then look no farth er than th is a lbum.

Reviewed by Mark Fisher
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