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Just yesterday, Bill Janovitz was talking on his great blog about how hard it is to write great 'simple' songs. In my

comment, that this seems to be "especially true for songwriters with long careers - so many try a little too hard to

avoid repeating themselves that their songs get a little complicated for their own good. Wilco  might be a good

example of this. How great and fun was Being There? I'm still a fan, and do like their recent records more than

most, but they do require more patience and work to listen to. Which is not to say that all simple songs are good, of

course; there's definitely an art to doing it just right."

Janovitz was talking  about singer-songwriter Jesse Winchester, but he could have just as easily been talking

about Grant Hart. He's a guy that still sparks those Lennon/McCartney or Tweedy/Farrar sorts of debates for his

part in Husker Du, which is silly since we can - and do! - have both (Full disclosure: I have engaged in these sort

of debates from time to time). Hart's albums and visits are so infrequent that this reminder of how much he can do

with just a few chords and some great melodies was long overdue.

Last night's generous nearly 90 minute set had them in spades. Hart was here in support of his excellent recent

album Hot Wax, which has these sort of simple chord progressions and vocal hooks that he can still put a new spin

on. These were well represented last night with "Barbara," "California Zehpyr," and the cabaret swing of "I Knew All

About You Since Then." There were the hits too - or many of  them, at least: Hart covered a lot of ground with

Huskers faves "Girl Who Lives on Heaven Hill," "Don't Want To Know If  You Are Lonely," and a breezy "Books

About UFOs,"  along  with Nova Mob tracks  "Last Days  of  Pompeii"  and "Werner Von Braun,"  and earlier solo

nuggets like "2541,"  "Evergreen Memorial Drive," and "Run Run Run to the Centre Pompidou." And, oh yeah:

"Teen Angel." And "Wild Thing." There was no "Green Eyes" but you can't have everything, I suppose.

And that guitar... Man, did Hart's Gibson hollow body sound gnarly, brutal, glorious, and, well, kind of awesome

through the Vox he was borrowing from opener Mike Gent. I could - and did - have my face melted by that sound

all night.

-Michael Piantigini

Grant Hart: Intertubes | MySpace

Mike Gent: MySpace
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Fenn  O'Berg  [Christian  Fennesz,  Jim

O'Rourke, and Peter Rehberg] are back!

http://bit.ly/6CIBNE about 13 hours ago
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rare  live  date  with]  CHAPTERHOUSE

AND  ULRICH SCHNAUSS  IN TOKYO!

http://bit.ly/6Jrp4O about 13 hours ago

@captainpolaroid Thanks for the tip about

Pale  Man Made,  I'll  go  hunt  down their

stuff. about 16 hours ago

follow me on Twitter

Now Sound Faves

Clicky Clicky Club Picks

Thu. Jan. 14

Soccer Mom(-ish)

@ PA's Lounge

Thu. Jan. 14

Joe Pernice

@ Lizard Lounge

Fri. Jan. 15

Varsity Drag

Night Owls Record Release

@ Church

Fri. Jan. 15

Mission Of Burma

@ Paradise Rock Club

Sat. Jan. 16

Mission Of Burma

@ Paradise Rock Club

Sun. Jan. 17

The Cribs

@ Paradise Rock Club

Sat. Jan. 23

RSL presents The Beatings, et al.

@ Great Scott Boston

Wed. Feb. 3

Evan Dando

@ Great Scott Boston

Sun. Feb. 14

We Were Promised Jetpacks

@ The Middle East Rock Club

Fri. March 19

The Feelies

@ Middle East Rock Club
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Fri. April 2

The xx

@ Paradise Rock Club

Sat. April 10

Ted Leo

@ Paradise Rock Club

with a hat-tip to Bradley's Almanac

Earlier

YouTube  Rodeo:  Sir  Yes  Sir's  "Not

Excited"

Today's  Hotness:  CNC,  Van  Gumby,

Portastatic

Reader Rewards: Win The  Entire  Audio

Antihero Cata...

Clicky Clicky's Top Albums Of 2009

And Then This Happened: Elevator Drops

Reunion Sho...

Michael Piantigini's Top Albums of 2009

Today's  Hotness:  Varsity  Drag,  State

Champion, Scr...

Clicky Clicky's Top Songs Of 2009

YouTube  Rodeo:  The  Hush  Now's

"Wishing You A Very ...

Be  Prepared:  A  Weather  |  Everyday

Balloons | 2 Mar...
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