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A man who prided himself on mediocrity once saldydte my records. | don’t know what I like.”

That sentiment rings true to me as | sift throdghdesolation left by the year of some people’d,|oruweets
2009. All the major trends of the aughts have dapdgarage rock, emo, alt.country, all that horridretweet
post-punk revival junk. All of the heavy hittersslyear have either: a) not released anything; b)

released something mediocre and dull to my braami(SY outh, Mission of Burma); or c) recorded for a
major label (Wilco, Decemberists, Yeah Yeah Yeat\)at to do? The last year of each passing decasle h
been noted for its musical fertility, but this cseems oddly dry.

Still, there was just about enough on the fringesritertain me. Here are, in no particular ordéralbums
that | think are worthy of notice.

1. Magnolia Electric Co., Josephine

Ever felt as far away as the Kentucky Moon or lames as the world’s first ghost? Do those similgsea

to you? TherJosephinanay be your album of the year just as it may beemSmooth, melodic, country slow
dances full of mood and romance, sometimes fraigige’l Fall to Pieces,” other times powerful like
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“Southern Man.” Each song strives to hit the saam®fn note, true, but the mournful “Rock of Agethé
romantic “Shenandoah,” and the old-timey folk “WAkpor Will” represent new highs in Jason Molina’s
songwriting. The only sad bastard album of 2009tkvardamn.

2. Condo Fucks, Fuckbook

Yo La Tengo pretend to be a veteran punk rock ieml Connecticut so they can bash out another sover
album free of expectations. Short, brutal, unapetioglly crude, and, if you've only heard the Yo Tango
studio albums, you wouldn’t believe that Ira Kaptauld scream as well as he does. The song selastio
fairly obscure and thus only exciting to die-haadd and record collectors, but covers of Richarl ael
Slade are more than welcome. The most I've beasrtairied by a recent Yo La Tengo record, which migh
speak more for my silly taste than the qualityna band’s output.

3. Grant Hart, Hot Wax

Remember irfEscape from New Yomkhen everyone kept telling Snake they thought as eead? In a way,
that's what this album feels like. Whereas Bob Migialbum this year was pretty much standard fare f
him, Hart’'s long absence makes him look fresheoimparison to his former songwriting partner. $tal
helps that these are some of Hart's best solo ssings “The Main” from his first post-Huskers albinack
in the late '80s. There’s the fuzzy rock he wasviindor, but there’s also acoustic balladry and pidriven
pop a la The Zombies. Hart’s vocals are also infoom, like the man hasn’'t aged a wink. Maybe thstb
thing to come from a Minnesota elder statesmayeat with all respect due to Westerberg, Mould tad
other Bob.

4. Ben Nichols, The Last Pale Light in the West

Whether this can be considered an independentseelsalebatable; Lucero’s Liberty and Lament |aeed
founded on a rather revolutionary deal that letithied own the album but with a major label disthitogi it.

Let’s call it a half and half and then talk aboathgreat this album really is. A concept album ldase

Cormac McCarthy'8lood Meridian Last Pale Light in the Westade me smitten enough to visit the source
material, an accomplishment taking into accounigugstionable literacy (thank you, Catholic educagtio

It's also a pretty bad ass piece in its own righhe Kid” proves Nichols’ worth as a narrative sender

once and for all, while the title track and “Toau hit some downright cinematic emotional highg, M
favorite may be “Davey Brown” though; Springsteeglot to listen here to see how a western-themeg ison
done well. Or maybe to some Alice Cooper.

5. Fiery Furnaces, I'm Going Away

Those who want the longer, more involved song tures and stories @&@lueberry Boawill be sorely
disappointed. Live, the group is a rather raw ading post-hardcore band, Matthew Friedberger baing
superiorly dissonant guitar player and Eleanordfrggger being an absolutely commanding female isical
Comparisons to the Patti Smith Group do crop uplam@oing Away doesn’t do much to shirk them. The
songs are shorter, more of them have actual chgyrase the electronics are emphasized less. Thidrsim
the abrasive title track to the mellow and mid-tenfiput still weird) “Drive to Dallas” perfectly eapsulates
this band’s bit. Rather than fade like so many offopular indie darlings from the first half of tif@®s, the
Fiery Furnaces have used this aloum and 200/itdow Cityto further cement their reputation as one of this
decade’s most worthwhile oddities, a nice pairla€lss for the emperor some may say. The factltimat
Going Awayis lessA Quick One While He’s Awand morelThe Who By Numbedoesn't speak ill of the
Fiery Furnaces at all.

6. Lemonheads, Varshons

Yet another cover album, this time from that gugrgbody treats like the Ryan Adams of the '90s.rEva
Dando returned to sugary pop-punk with 2006’s Tembanheads, but this one doesn’t burn rubber in the
least. Instead we get reminded that Dando likedr@arsons first with a cover of “I Just Can't Tdke
Anymore”, as well as countrified versions of tubgsGG Allin, Wire, and the Crucifucks. Also, youtga
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odd synth pop cover, Liv Tyler singing a Leonarch€o song (because Dando knows famous pretty people)
and, the crown jewel, an emotional reading of GimasAguilera’s “Beautiful.” Sure, that last trapkays the
same trick that catapulted Dando up the charts ¥8982’'s Gen-X remake of “Mrs. Robinson,” but, eéhyas

a good trick and someone ought to give the sanagnient to “Genie in the Bottle.” Ironic Britney g are
passeé; bring on Xtina! The polar opposite of thed@Fucks album in sound, but just as much fun.

7. Polvo, In Prisms

Polvo is back! And they're playing slower! And naidler! And they sound kinda like prog and classtkto
As you could guess, fans ©bday’s Active LifestyteandCelebrate the Dark Agasay not be thrilled with
this new release. But, dammit, the guys are irr #@s now and trying to beat their former selvethatpunky
noise would have been fruitless, if not downrighmiarrassing. Some | applaud this mature work amainek
those keeping score that Polvo never rested mucthednlaurels anyway. In fact, this might have tigsv
Built to Spill trumped in the lengthy guitar epicastegory. Recalls the slower, guitar-centric stioéit SST
was putting out in the late '80s.

8. Black Hollies, Softly Towards the Light

Who else cherishes their Nuggets box set? The Biiatlies definitely do. Since its inception, whadan as
a side project for the now-defunct post-grungeibRife Coalition (a group that was better thanaterage
bear at heavy, screaming noise) has always has fiooty entrenched in that rather narrow '60s gareock
sound. Whereas 2008Zasting Shadowsaw the group delve deeper into sitar-driven psgeha a la the
Brian Jonestown Massaci®oftly Towards the Lightades their double guitar attack for a prominegaa
and a decidedly more soul-oriented approach. Darstinderstand though, the gritty rock and rolltik Isere
and Justin Morey still has a great voice, recaléugryone from Ray Davies to Ken Stringfellow. Black
Hollies are homage artists all the way, but if Yika the same music they do, this is an easy recematation.
The scary thing is that their live show dwarfs tfebums substantially.

9. Mark Kozelek, Lost Verses Live

I've always thought that Kozelek’s “Katy Song,” whifirst appeared on one of two self-titled Red stou
Painters albums in 1993, was one of those gregssitiat must’ve been born of some legit and defettly
anguish or life experience. I've heard that Kozealeksiders it his best song and rightlylsost Verses Live
might have the single best performance of it tivat heard and, considering how it seems imposs$drle

Mark to screw it up ever and how gripping the stuekrsion is, that's a mighty fine thing, As a bsnihne
majority of the songs here are culled from last’gefpril, arranged as intimate solo readings. Given a song
with melodies as strong and stories so tragic ast'Nerses,” “Moorestown,” and “Unlit Hallway,” arydu

get Kozelek at his absolute best. You still havewlacky Modest Mouse covers to wade through, asased
woefully morose “Send in the Clowns,” but even #bave some grotesque appeal.

10. Micah Schnabel, When the Stage Light Goes Dim

Two Cow Garage’s Micah Schnabel likes to play thyeack and roll in a kick ass
Replacements/Springsteen-influenced band, but ddasnthe hipper-than-thou portion of his audienwor
will he let the fearful slackertude of his genavatpass without a round of scathing bile. If yoyrssed off

at everyone you know, listen to “American Stati€ you think the indie rock scene should get thg Ra
Davies treatment, try “Cut Me Mic.” Want to drinknaman off your mind? | can heartily recommend
“Throwing Rocks at the Sun.” An intense cover af Beplacements’ “Can’t Hardly Wait” compliments the
rest perfectly. A great acoustic counterpoint tooT®@ow Garage’s normally loud palate.

11. Blood Warrior, Darlin’ Eyes
Creepy-sounding folk music. Don't listen to thisan isolated, wooded area or you may find youitseilig
crept upon by some mysterious stranger with a leztetbe complex.
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“The last year of each passing decade has beed furteés musical fertility, but this one seems byddry.”
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