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PRETENTIOUS EARS: CD Reviews

Patrick Moraz “Windows of
Time”
(TimeWave Music)

This reissue gives new lis-
teners a shot at discovering
a talented, passionate pia-
nist. Classical styles merge
with contemporary flavors
while sublime suggestions
of avant-garde awareness
inform the compositions.
Moraz burns with the per-
formance of his music, as
is obvious from his distinc-
tive playing and occasional
quirks. The music is many
things lively, perky,
bright, ominous, fiery ..
Eclecticism of style func-
tions under the unifying fac-
tor of Moraz’s creative per-
sonality. (Available through
Music Video Distributors)

—Kristofer Upjohn

Jon Anderson and the New
Life Band “Live in Sheffield
1980”
(Voiceprint)

Jon Anderson of Yes
fame here appears in a live
concert with the New Life
Band. The live setting is
quite friendly to Anderson,
whose skill (and that of his
fellow musicians) shines
flawlessly. Being out of the
studio, with no technology
between artist and listener,
is obviously not a hindrance
to Anderson and company.
With progressive, classical,
jazz, funk, blues and pop
influences linking in a rain-
bow of uplifting sonic beau-
ty — across the length of
two CDs! — the Anderson
fan and prog nuts in general
will pounce on this. (Avail-
able through Music Video
Distributors)

—Keristofer Upjohn

Raz Mesinai’s Badawi “Unit
of Resistance”
(ROIR)

The story behind “Unit of
Resistance” is fascinating.
The scene: New York, 2004.
The Republican National
Convention is in town. Pro-
tests abounded, of course,
but one person — Raz Mesi-
nai — decided to speak out
in a different manner. He
got together with his quintet,
Badawi, and recorded some
music. Instrumentation
included percussion, bass,
clarinet and cello. Mesinai
also recorded ‘“spontaneous
bursts of sound” in that time
period. Ten hours of record-
ing later, Mesinai was just
beginning. Next he spent
two years deconstruct-
ing and reconstructing the
music in new forms, organic
instrumentation chopped
and mixed with electronic
elements. Then, Mesinai
turned over the music to
other artists, who chewed
up and spit out the music,
evolving it even further. The
end result is a politically
tinged collection of tracks,

dense with great hooks,
mingling experimental elec-
tronica, Eastern melodies,
political vocal samples and
more. Dark ambience, world
music and tinges of minimal-
ist, shadowy house merge
in a heady, catchy, textured
landscape of aural input.
—KTristofer Upjohn

“Sixty Minutes With Rick
Wakeman”
(Voiceprint)

Rick Wakeman’s stunning
musicianship has spanned
a cornucopia of styles
throughout his career and
this disc demonstrates that.
The spectrumfrom classi-
cally inspired to sci-fi prog
is covered. This disc is both
retrospective and introduc-
tion. A staple of Yes, collab-
orator with Black Sabbath
and successful solo artist,
Wakeman'’s career is a testa-
ment to melodious progres-
sive art music. “Sixty Min-
utes with Rick Wakeman”
offers a fabulous snapshot
of that career. (Available
through Music Video Dis-
tributors)

—Kristofer Upjohn

Bush Tetras “Very, Very
Happy”
(ROIR)

The post-punk scene of the
‘80s was wide open for indie
bands to step in and use a
rough-and-ready approach
to lo-fi rock-and-roll. This no
wave act defied convention,
both musically and in terms
of social ideals. On “Very,
Very Happy,” the listener is
exposed to Bush Tetras in
the 1990s and today (a good
half of these were laid down
in 2007). The band shows
sharper production than on
some of their earlier music
and there’s more polish. But
these musicians still main-
tain the purity of their sound
and the challenge of their
feline personality. Fuzzy
guitar, garage rock ethic,
stripped down sound — but
all with melody in mind for
pretty attitude.

—Kristofer Upjohn

Opeth “The Roundhouse
Tapes”
(Peaceville)

The dark beauty of Opeth
is not diluted on these two
discs recorded at the band’s
2006 performance at the
Camden Roundhouse in Lon-
don. The band excels with
its progressive fusion of
folk metal and death metal,
acoustic and heavy, melodic
and brutal. A blade-sharp-
ening blend of styles and
ideas accomplished with
rare skill; no gaps appear
between the seeming chasm
between some of the diverse
influences that appear in
Opeth’s music. The concoc-
tion is an intoxicating brew,
without a crack to be found

in the whole.
—Kristofer Upjohn

Jon Anderson “Watching

that fusion its own.
—KTristofer Upjohn

The Black Dahlia Murder

the Flags that Fly” “Nocturnal”
‘ (Voiceprint) (Metal Blade)
“Watching the Flags  TheBlack Dahlia Murder’s

that Fly” is comprised of
tracks laid down in 1990 and
intended to be used for the
sophomore effort of prog act
ABWH. Despite a change of
plans, some of these tunes
found their way to fans via
other routes and have devel-
oped their popularity. On
display here is the kind of
rich, aural pleasure you’d
expect. Melodies that speak
the sky and the compelling,
signature vocal stylings of
Anderson. Recommended
for lovers of Yes, Ander-
son, ABWH and progressive
music in that vein. (Avail-
able through Music Video
Distributors)

—Kristofer Upjohn

“Stranger: Bernie Worrell
on Earth”
(MVDVisual)

Worrell’s innovative work
has influenced rock, funk,
blues, R&B, hip-hop and even
new wave. He summoned
new sounds from the keys
and played many styles. The
documentary features inter-
views with a wide range of
musicians, everyone from
Les Claypool (Primus) to
Mos Def to David Byrne
(The Talking Heads). Ber-
nie’s music is sprinkled lib-
erally throughout this DVD
— though “sprinkled” may
be the wrong word, given
the riveting bursts of key-
boarding that accompany
the interviews throughout
“Stranger.” This film is the
document of an important
aural explorer, whose musi-
cianship is charged with
vitality, versatility and artis-
tic courage.

—KTristofer Upjohn

As I Lay Dying “An Ocean
Between Us”
(Metal Blade)

As I Lay Dying has flares
of originality at the very
same time that it plays off
what is now a fairly stan-
dardized template. Metal-
lic hardcore/metalcore are
the name of the game, with
thrashy grooves, hardcore/
metal alloy and destructive
vocals. No uncharted territo-
ry here — and it sometimes
shows — but the originality
appears in the band’s own
take on power-meets-pretty.
The music is massive, but
“An Ocean Between Us”
is also marked by melody.
Even while the instrumenta-
tion pounds you, it gives you
beauty. And vocally, the band
delivers strong melodic vox
to enhance all the bellowing.
There is where AILD shines
since the band has definitely
found a subtle way to make

mean metal chops are on
full display on “Nocturnal.”
Scathing guitar attacks and
relentless percussion assail
in a beautifully orches-
trated assault. Very heavy
but quite technical. No slop
here. The vocal attacks
leave one’s head spinning, as
the voice of the band easily
steps from growling depths
to piercing heights. Death
metal and black metal find
equal favor on “Nocturnal”
and if you dig thrash and
like your metal fast and
heavy, then take a dive into
the mosh pit.

—Kristofer Upjohn

Ilia
(Independent release)

Ilia’s  hot-off-the-presses
release is short. Weighing in
at a whopping 3 tracks, the
untitled EP leaves one more
unsatisfied than a kid in a
broccolli store.

Each of the songs is a gem
and absolutely worth the $1.35
asking price for the individ-
ual downloads available at
snocap.com, but they’ll also
make you hungry for more.

Fans who’ve visited Ilia’s
Myspace page will already
be familiar with the heavy
hitting “Portrait of a Lying
Heart” that recently earned
the girls second place in the
finals of a competition on
Ourstage.com.

“Last Night” is a hard and
choppy tune with a lyrical
message that’s consistant
with the band’s religious mis-
sion. Even so, “Last Night”
would be right at home on
any secular hard rock play
list.

Singer Alyssa seems to
hold back a little on “This Is
Only the Beginning,” making
the song an obvious choice
for a first track. If you listen
to the other two first, you’ll
be expecting her to scream
in places where she chooses
not to.

The result isn’t exactly
awkwardness, but it may
tilt your head a little if your
ear has been trained by the
rest of Ilia’s catalogue. The
supressed agression prob-
ably makes this track a great
selection for contemporary
Christian radio stations that
may fear Ilia’s usual style to
be slightly inaccessible.

Most Ilia fans will likely
be disappointed by the play-
time of the EP, but what won’t
disappoint them is the music
that will just have to do until
we get a full-length release.

—Stewart Fuell
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The Associated Press
Director Francis Ford Coppola (left) with his daughter fellow
director Sofia Coppola (right) arrive for the screening the
movie “Youth Without Youth” at the second edition of the
Rome Film Festival in Rome, Italy, Saturday.

Coppola’s first
movie in a decade
premieres in Rome

By Marta Falconi

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

ROME (AP) — It is Francis
Ford Coppola’s first movie
in a decade, and the Oscar-
winning director said Satur-
day that audiences should be
in no hurry before deciding
if “Youth Without Youth” is
good or bad.

“Youth Without Youth” is
Coppola’s first movie since
“The Rainmaker” in 1997. It
was having its public pre-
miere Saturday evening at
the Rome Film Festival.

At an earlier screening for
the press, reactions were
mixed, and Coppola asked
people to see it more than
once.

“When you venture into
new territories ... you know
that it’s different than ’Spi-
der-Man’ or ’Shrek’ or other
films that are immediately
met with success. So, part of
being an artist who wants to
look at new areas (is know-
ing that) it will take a while
for people to be familiar with
the film,” he said. “I only ask
you to think that my film was
interesting.”

“Youth Without Youth” tells
a metaphysical story about a
70-year-old Romanian profes-
sor of linguistics (played by
Tim Roth) who miraculously
becomes younger after being
struck by lightning. The acci-
dent gives him abnormal
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intellectual abilities which
attract the attention of the
Nazis as World War II looms.
Turned into a fugitive, he is
also tormented by dreams of
his lost love.

The film, shot in Romania,
is adapted from a novella by
the Romanian philosopher-
author Mircea Eliade.

In other comments, Coppo-
la sought to play down criti-
cal remarks he was quoted
making about Al Pacino, Rob-
ert De Niro and Jack Nich-
olson in a recent magazine
interview.

In the November issue of
GQ magazine, Coppola was
quoted as saying that the
three Oscar-winning actors
have become apathetic and
lost their passion for taking
on good roles.

He also called De Niro
“wealthy and powerful”
— and more ambitious than
Nicholson.
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