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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008

DVD: Inside the Smiths

Label: MVD Entertainment Group

Released: January 22, 2008

This is the story of the Smiths through the eyes of Mike Joyce
and Andy Rourke. Who you ask? The guys who sued Morrissey and
Johnny Marr a few years back. Oh yeah, they were also the rhythm
section of the Smiths. Under the circumstances, | expected
Inside the Smiths to a bitter, one-sided history that mars the

story of one of rock®"s great bands, but that"s not what I found.
Instead, Joyce and Rourke seem only interested in telling their
story, not in badmouthing their former, richer bandmates.

The film, made up of a series of interviews interspersed with
music, old photos and film clips, portrays a very human side of
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oll and Meandering all the way through the break-up, with only minor mention of the
nse banner on your lawsuit. It touches on the odd set of influences that came
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TML from the text together in the band (Buzzcocks, Neil Young, Rory Gallagher),
0 use on your site. the making of the records, the drug problems and the differences

JUS POSTS even about when to call it quits. While the subsequent lawsuit

. would make it seem like the band was divided two against two, it
st Me - Baby, 1"m an

; - really seems that Morrissey was the one out there on his own
rchist video

much of the time. As Mike Joyce says, Morrissey didn"t want to
er DVD Release Event i} ] R ~ ) ] )
' g live in his world and he didn®"t want to live in Morrissey"s, but
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el York piugg that tension was positive. Joyce and Rourke make no secret about
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the dominance of Morrissey and Marr, yet they don"t express this
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with bitterness or anger. In fact, at one point Rourke even
ar Death

expresses a desire to mend his relationship with his old friend
ontest from Deep Elm

g Marr. When he and Joyce speak of Morrissey, it is frank, but not
rds

disparaging even when Joyce in particular recalled times when he
w: Marah - Angels of

truction!

was most annoyed with the singer. Rourke deals very openly with

his drug problems, making no excuses and even having a laugh
~v: Anderson,

Ford, Wakeman and
> - An E. ..

about it with Peter Hook. Their story brings a human angle to
the moment when Johnny Marr left and to the ensuing confusion of

trying to carry on.
w: Twilight Hotel -

way Prayer The film is, of course, incomplete for lack of input form half

atings of the Smiths. However, it does a lot with the half that it has
Rude & the and certainly tells the lesser known side of the story. It has a
<less, We Are the very conversational and intimate approach that makes Joyce and
/, New Yo... Rourke seem very accessible and human. While 1 doubt Joyce when
he says it was a "great friendship" until they broke up, 1 do
recognize that the statement comes from a hopefulness that
EEEET‘ pervades this film as opposed to a dishonesty that"s happily

absent.

Rating: 8/10

Labels: 2008, 8, alternative, dvd
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1 COMMENTS:

[ The vad Hatter said. ..

I am unfortunate in that I don"t follow DVD releases, because
this sounds awesome. | absolutely love these guys. Where do you
find this stuff man?
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NOTHING I'VE WRITTEN HERE HAS ANY KIND OF COPYRIGHT THAT | COULD ENFORCE EVEN IF | WANTED TO. IF
YOU WANT TO STEAL FROM ME, GO AHEAD. FRANKLY, I'D BE FLATTERED. I'M JUST HAPPY YOU'RE READING MY
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