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By Steven Kurutz

“Blank Generation,” the 1980 film starring
punk rock pioneer Richard Hell, is being
released for the first time on DVD today. As
with many cultural artifacts dating from a
fetishized period (in this case the late '70s
New York punk scene), “Blank Generation” is
hailed on the cover as “a classic punk rock
movie” and “better than any documentary.”
That’s not how the film’s star sees things.
“It's just completely incoherent,” Richard Hell
said of the movie, which centers on a
relationship between a musician (Hell) and a
French journalist (Carole Bouquet). Hell
breaks down the film’s many faults in a
candid interview with writer Luc Sante
included on the DVD. He talked with
Speakeasy about the bewildering experience
of making —and re-watching — “Blank
Generation.”
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The Wall Street Journal: In the interview
with Luc Sante, you say there’s “not a
single truthful authentic moment in the
whole movie.” That’s not a ringing endorsement.

MVD Entertainment Group

| actually feel that the interview is better than the movie. It can even be said it's better as the
movie, since it includes clips. The only thing it's lacking is some of the live performances.

Why did you participate with the DVD release if you hate the film?

It was going to come out anyway. It was good to have the opportunity to explain the conditions
under which it was made. It does have a certain value as this eccentric artifact of this time and
place. And it’s the best existing film footage of my band at a time when it was in top condition.

You’ve been in several films since then. What did “Blank Generation” teach you about
acting?

Nothing.
Not even what not to do?

Not even that. It was so frustrating. | never knew where | stood because the script was always
mutating. | wrote a speech or two of it myself. Like that moment in bed with Carole where I'm
talking about what it feels like to be on stage. | say | feel like the crowd is there like the crowd
at a car wreck. To me those are the best lines -— and even they’re not that good.

Did the experience of making “Blank Generation” diminish your love of films?

Not at all. Oddly, | ended up acting in a lot of movies from that period. The main lesson that |
got was No. 1 how intense filmmaking is. It's like how people talk about high school: they
always look back on high school as this moment of intensity where people who didn’t have a lot
in common were thrown together in this microcosm and have to get along. Making movies is
like doing that for three-month periods your whole life. No. 2 it gave me an enormous respect
for actors. It takes this almost mystical willingness to make a complete ass of yourself.
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