
Blank Generation

Directed by Ulli Lommel
By Keith Carman

Originally released in 1980, Blank Generation is one of punk's premiere fiction films.

Starring singer Richard Hell as up-and-coming rock star Billy, we follow his life as

documented by Nada (Carole Bouquet), a filmmaker/interviewer chronicling his

ascension up the ranks of rock'n'roll. As Nada gets to know Billy, the two eventually

become love interests and their volatile relationship must either be solidified or

destroyed entirely. Things are complicated further when Nada's other lover comes

sniffing around, as he's also a journalist, in the midst of tracking down an interview with

Andy Warhol. In essence, Blank Generation's plot is as simple as the music it

supports. Yet even with its bad, staggered acting, meandering pace and lack of a

serious plot beyond the typical love story, it's somewhat of an essential punk flick.

Capturing one of New York's most notorious eras ― the late '70s, when decadence

and a general atmosphere of seediness overrode everything, making it the mean

metropolis ― there will never be another epoch such as that, making this B-flick

enjoyable on other, more historical levels. Still, Blank Generation works best when

letting Hell do what he's known for: rockin' out. While the footage of him and then-band

the Voidoids is minimal (featuring pre-Ramones drummer Marc Bell), it is entirely fresh,

intriguing and unburdened by the rest of the film's awkwardness. Rounded out with an

informative, humble and incredibly candid current interview as bonus material, Hell

reflects on how the film came to be, recognizes his ineptitude as an actor and laughs

with embarrassment at seeing his "self-respect compromised" by participating in a

movie that portrayed him as something he wasn't. While Blank Generation is little more

than an exercise in novice cinematography, its spirit and connections with some of

punk's earliest moments ensure it is a pleasing, if only occasionally endurable, ride.
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Donwill - Don Cusack In High Fidelity
Having already
succeeded in
constructing the
historical tale of a
fictitious city through
song with his previous
Brooklynatti project,
Tanya Morgan member
Donwill returns to the concept form with his
ambitious new send-up of the Cusack classic High
Fidelity. Assuming the role of Don Cu... Full Review
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Geoff Trio - President: Code One Entertainment,

Miranda, New South Wales
Geoff Trio is a venue
owner and promoter who
has worked with many
Canadian artists
including Jill Barber,
Hawksley Workman and
Joel Plaskett. As a
festival consultant, Code
One represents Skyville, the Rising Tide, Cronulla
Jazz and Shiraz Festival and has been the principal
booker of the Peat's Ridge festival since its
inception.... Read More
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POIRIER - Brave New World
This February, Canadian
producer Ghislain Poirier
was in London for the
2010 Red Bull Music
Academy, a one-of-
a-kind musician's retreat
that holds court every
year in a different beats-
friendly city. In dance music circles, London is the
global epicentre of bass; judging by the beats
produced by the 30 lucky RBMA students, that fact
wasn't lost on anyone.... Read More
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