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Dylan's drummer
Winston Watson tells of his "incredible journey" | Arsenio Orteza

Anyone who saw Bob Dylan

perform from 1992 to 1996 will 

remember the energy and free-flying, 

shoulder-length hair of the drummer 

Winston Watson. Now, in Bob Dylan: 

Never Ending Tour Diaries

(Highway 61 Entertainment), the 

latest DVD from the documentarian 

Joel Gilbert, Watson speaks.

Subtitled "Drummer Winston

Watson's Incredible Journey," the 

100-minute film is both an anecdotal

exposé of the chaos of nonstop

touring and a firsthand account of 

what it's like to go from being an 

anonymous bar-band drummer in 

Arizona one night to playing before 

thousands of the world's most 

demanding rock 'n' roll fans the next.

With ebullience and a gift for vocal

mimicry (and with recourse only to a 

smattering of PG-13 language), Watson relives his amazement at finding himself in the 

backstage company of his heroes (Carlos Santana, Jerry Garcia, Levon Helm), the challenge of 

responding to Dylan's oblique onstage cues, and the times he was moved to tears by a heartfelt 

compliment or word of encouragement from Dylan himself.
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