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Slaves to the Rhythm is  the DVD re lease of  a 2004 c oncer t  for  the Pr ince’s

Trust  that  took p lace at  Wembley Arena in  London.  The performances here

celebrate the product ion work of  Trevor Horn,  know n  ini t ia l l y as the mainman

in The Buggles.  A myr iad of  bands per form their  Hor n produced w ork that

span near ly  three decades. From The Buggles to the eight ies l ineup of  YES to

Seal to Frankie Goes to Hol lyw ood to Bel le & Sebast ian to TATU,  Horn is

cer tainly the most  prominent name you don’ t  know  in  recent pop music

history.

The show opens w ith the ABSOLUTELY br i l l iant ,  Treve or Horn f ronted

Buggles performing the song that  ushered in a new a ge of  music,  “V ideo

Ki l led the Radio Star . ”  Horn is  amazing and the son g sounds f resh and new,

despi te being f i rs t  released in  1980-  three years b efore MTV would f i rs t  ai r .

Grace Jones is  another  s tandout moment,  I  st i l l  can ’ t  s tand her music but  her

commanding stage presence and her  unique w ardrobe a re hard to deny on an

art i st ic  level .  Seal  probably garners the warmest  r ecept ion aside f rom The

Buggles and he del ivers w i th st rong performances of  the smash h i t  “K iss

from a Rose”  and the cul t - favor i te “Ki l ler . ”  TATU d el iver  a standout

performance of  “Al l  the Things She Said”  as wel l  bu t  I  don’ t  th ink the massive

crow d at  Wembley had the vaguest  idea of  who they w ere.  Frankie Goes to

Hol lyw ood is  the only terr ib le moment,  which is  a s hame s ince they are the

culminat ion of  the event.  Debut ing a new  Star Searc h sty le vocal is t  for  the

occasion th is  was l i ke ly  meant to be the rebi r th  of  the band but  i t  fal ls  w i ld ly

short  and I  doubt w e’ l l  hear f rom them again.

As a die hard fan of  YES,  thei r  performance here is  specia l  for  a number of

reasons. First  Jon Anderson is not  w i th the band.  T revor Rabin leads the

group through surpr isingly spot on vers ions of  “Clo se” and “Owner of  a

Lonely Heart . ”  Jon Anderson is a complete ly  unique f rontman and is,  for  al l
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i ntents and purposes, i r replaceable.  Wi th that  said  though,  Trevor Rabin

steps up br i l l iant ly,  sounding very much l ike Ander son and f ront ing the band

conf ident ly.  Addi t ional ly  this is  most ly  the e ight i es l ineup of  the band that

made the band’s most new  w ave and pop or iented work s,  not  the c lassic

l ineup f rom the sevent ies that  has been fai r ly  act i ve over  the last  f i f teen

years.

The ext ras here are as fun as the concert  i tse l f .  T he documentary on Trevor

Horn is almost unbel ievable as a producer .  He is  re sponsib le for  some of  the

most impactful  moments of  the e ight ies and n inet ies  and a few  in the new

mil lennium even. The extras also inc lude a Jukebox and a documentary about

the search for  a new Frankie Goes to Hol lyw ood voca l ist .

Overal l  this is  one of  the best  concert  DVDs I  have  ever seen. I t ’ s absolute ly

excel lent  f rom star t  to f inish and should not  be mi ssed out  on by anyone.

Reviewed by Mark Fisher
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