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DVD REVIEW Flym Cut Sleeves

Flyin’ Cut Sleeves
(Mvd Visual)

amazoncom.

Completed in 1993, Flyin’ Cut Sleeves is a
c U T documentary surrounding the lives of street
gangs in the South Bronx, produced and
directed by Henry Chalfont and Rita Fecher.

Fecher, who taught many gang leaders in

SLEEVES

o Preduced and Dirseted by Menry Challant snd Rits Facher o

school when she was a teacher in the Bronx
in the late 60s and early 70s, became
fascinated with the lifestyle of gang youth,
and moreover their representation in our
society.

The film opens up in 1989 with Fecher
interviewing Ben Buxton, a calm adult male
who is nursing a baby. Then the film travels back to 1970, with footage of the same Ben
Buxton, this time young, hostile and ranting about how “his people” were being mistreated.

We come to learn that Ben Buxton was president of the Savage Nomads; one of the many gangs
that ruled the South Bronx in the 60s-70s. “His people,” otherwise known as a “family,” are
community members who are part of his gang, and who are protected and characterized by
their label as a Nomad. Despite gang violence as stereotyped by the media, Fecher investigates
how these gangs were actually very political, and how organizations like the Young Lords Party
and the Black Panthers inspired gang leaders to use peaceful measures in their communities.

When Cornell Benjamin was murdered after trying to peacefully resolve a gang fight, a “peace
meeting” was held, in which gang leaders from all sides came together to resolve the situation.
Statements were made like, “whites, police, all of them, don’t have to live in our slums and
live through the winter with no heat. WE do. So WE have to stand up and do something about
it.”

Gangs didn’t need interjection from police, media and others who did not understand their
issues. When someone was killed, these young minds met, delegated and spoke from a
powerful platform that you’d typically associate with political speakers and activists; and they
managed to keep a potentially hostile situation from snowballing into disaster, with words.

Fecher returns to the South Bronx in 1993, 20 years later, to discover these gang leaders are
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The Daily Download

(Your Source for New Acks & 014 Favez)

Phosphorescent - It's Hard To Be Humble (When You're From
Alabama)

The Megaphonic Thrift - Acid Blues

The Ruby Suns - Fight Softly

Beach House - Teem Dream

Ben Sollee & Daniel Martin Moore - Dear Companion

Avi Buffalo - Avi Buffalo

Dum Dum Girls - | Will Be

Nada Surf - Electrocution

Pretty Lights - | Can See It In Your Face

Walter Schreifels - Arthur Lee’s Lullaby

The Pharmacy - Coldest Morning Light

Flugente - It’s Not Just The Summer That’s Ending

Eytan - Do It For Me

Linfinity - MSG

Serena-Maneesh - | Just Want To See Your Face

Shout Out Louds - Fall Hard (Passion Pit Summertime Radio
Remix)

Club 8 - Western Hospitality

Awesome Color - Transparent

Tropical Depression - Walls

The Disco Bisquits - On Time

Little Fish - Darling Dear

And So | Watch You From Afar - The Voiceless

Ulysses Campbell - Dinosaur Hunting

Pavement - Gold Soundz (remastered)

Bettie Serveert - Deny All

Cap'n Jazz - Oh, Messy Life

Clogs - Red Seas

Peasant - Well Alright

Velvet Davenport, with Ariel Pink & Gary War - Get Out

Sightings - Tar and Pine

PaperDoll - Anything at All

Cx Kidtronic - Black Girl White Girl

Myron & E - It’s a Shame

Clutchy Hopkins - No Contact...Contact

Joe Cuba - Bang Bang

@kapi - Bah!
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TED LEO and the PHARMACISTS - Even Heroes Have To Die
Moneybrother - Born Under a Bad Sign

Jeff the Brotherhood - Bone Jam

Citizen Cope - Healing Hands

Gin Wigmore - Too Late For Lovers

Julian Berntzen - Rocket Ship Love

The Butterfly Explosion - Chemistry

Hesta Prynn - Can We Go Wrong

So Cow - Halcyon Days

Pretty Good Dance Moves - Leave Me Alone

The Morning Pages - My Name is Lion

Borrowed Eyes - Slaves

Little Girls - 10 Mile Stereo

Seven Fields - Grown

Lowry - Whiskey

Strand of Oaks - Two Kids

Cuckoo Chaos - Slowly Counting Down to Nothing
Frog Eyes - A Flower in a Glove

The Equatics - Ain't No Sunshine

The Last Electro-Acoustic Space Jazz & Percussion
Ensemble - Tones For Larry

Brett Gleason - | Am Not

Taken By Trees - Anna

Gobotron - Never Turn Around

Felix Cartel - Popular Music

Hyper Machine - Kick it

Disco Biscuits - On Time

Penguin Prison - A Funny Thing

The Wagner Logic - Waiting For Snow

FM Belfast - Par Avion

High Places - On Giving Up

Dilian - Barricades

Happy Ending - It Only Makes a Sound

Nikki and Rich - Cat and Mouse

Black Tambourine - Ex-Lovers Only

Tammy Infusino - Leave it Alone

Philadelphia Grand Jury - Going To The Casino (Tomorrow
Night)

Fol Chen (Prince cover) - The Beautiful Ones

Fol Chen (Pink Floyd cover) - In the Flesh

Martin Bisi (w/ Bob D'’Amico drummer Fiery Furnaces) - Drink
Your Wine

Dana Falconberry - Singing Lullabies

Sareena Maneesh - | Just Want To See Your Face

Golden Triangle - Neon Noose

The Brian Jonestown Massacre - Let's Go Fucking Mental

Asia Mei - A Bus To Sunshine

Inlets - Bright Orange Air

Gangcharger - Apparition

Rifoki (Steve Aoki & Sir Bob Cornelius Rifo) - Spern Donor

EVELYN EVELYN - Have You See My Sister Evelyn?

Tuung - Don’t Look Down Or Back

City Light - Someday Maybe

Mighty Tigers - 33 1/3

The Tallest Man on Earth - King of Spain

Bird Show Band - Quintet Four

Holly Miranda - Waves

Jack Rose - Woodpiles On The Side Of The Road

Tigercity - Fake Gold

Efterklang - Modern Drift

The Hush Now - Contrails

Laura Barrett - Bluebird

3/1/2010 10:45 AM



Short and Sweet NYC http://www .shortandsweetnyc.com/2010/02/dvd-review-flyin-cut-sleeves...

THE HOT EIGHT

SUBSCRIBE VIA RSS FEED

ﬂ Subscribe

SUBSCRIBE VIA E-MAIL

Enter your Email

Subscribe mel!

Preview | Powered by FeedBlitz
RECENT POST

Zytrel XP Hand Sanitizer

A Neutral State for Spring

The Daily Shortlist March 1

DVD REVIEW: Flyin’ Cut Sleeves

| WAS THERE . . . Chris Garneau @ City Winery, 2/19/10

3 0f3 3/1/2010 10:45 AM



