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> Tom & Jerry – The Chuck
Jones Collection + Greatest
Chases, Vol. 2 (Warner DVDs)
> John Adams (2008/HBO 
Mini-Series Blu-ray)
> The Bible Unearthed + 
Inside The Koran (First Run 
Features DVDs)
> Phoebe In Wonderland 
(2009/Image Entertainment 
DVD)
> Table For Three 
(2009/Anchor Bay DVD)
> The Murdoch Mysteries –
Season One (2008/Acorn
Media DVD)
> Catlow (1971/Warner DVD)
> The Greatest Game Ever 
Played (2005/Disney Blu-ray)
> Lost – The Complete First
Season + Second Season
(ABC/Disney Blu-ray Sets)
> Morning Light (Disney 
Blu-ray + DVD)
> Inkheart (2008/New 
Line/Warner Blu-ray w/DVD & 
Digital Copy)
> The Code (2009/aka Thick 
As Thieves/First Look Blu-ray 
+ DVD)
> Miracle (2004/Disney 
Blu-ray)
> Everwood – The Complete
Second Season (Warner DVD)
> What Goes Up (2009/Sony 
DVD)

 

> Fanboys (2008/Genius DVD)
> Big – Extended Cut
(1988/Fox Blu-ray)
> Without A Paddle 
(2004/Paramount Blu-ray)
> Ferris Bueller’s Day Off –
Bueller…Bueller…Edition
(Paramount Blu-ray)

> The Harder They Come
(1972/Restored
Edition/Umbrella
Entertainment/Region
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Picture: C+ (C on Magical )     Sound: 
C+ (C on Magical )     Extras: C/C/D/D    
Main Programs: C+/B/C+/B
 
 
On 9/9/09, The Beatles entire catalog of
albums will finally be reissued in
remastered, updated CDs and more, 
plus one of the most advanced video 
games to date will include their music,
history and the blitz will be amazing.  In 
the meantime, we though we should take a look at four DVD releases on the band that you
may have missed and might want to catch up with.
 
The Beatles – Magical Mystery Tour Memories does not include the
abstract TV film but does feature some interesting vintage footage of
London in the late 1960s and some interviews with people who knew the 
band, including Spencer Davis and Michael McCartney.   It may seem like it 
might be a throwaway piece, but it is just interesting enough that you
might find enough of it worth your time and it is not a wreck.   Originating 
on analog PAL videotape, the 1.33 X 1image is soft and Dolby Digital 2.0
sound barley stereo, but we have seen worse (this is an NTSC copy) and
fans will enjoy it.  You get a bonus 20 minutes more of extras not in the
main program, for whatever reason.
 
Composing The Beatles Catalog is offered in two volumes.  The 1957 –
1965 disc is only 80 minutes and disappoints, despite featuring original
Beatles hits and seems too rushed for its own good.  Stills are a plus, but 
this period needed and deserved much more than it gets here and it is a
good thing the 1966 – 1970 volume (at 112 minutes) is far more
effective, rich and interesting.  Again, you get the original recordings and 
some interesting interviews, though Robert Christgau goes overboard as if
he is trying to shock & impress with his ideas on the band.   It is easily the
best of the three DVDs from Music Video Distributors.
 
That leaves us in the NBC archive for a great DVD set licensed to Shout! Factory of The
Tomorrow Show with Tom Snyder – John, Paul, Tom  & Ringo , featuring three long, 
exceptional interviews the great talk show host did with three of the band members.  DVD 1 is
the revised John Lennon interview, which Snyder repeated when he was murdered, showing
the whole interview (from 1975) in flashback, then having a discussion with Leon Wildes
(Lennon’s attorney), music producer Jack Douglas and journalist Lisa Robinson.  It is Snyder
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Zero/0/PAL Format DVD) +
Midnight Movies – From The
Margin To The Mainstream
(2007/Starz/Anchor Bay DVD)
> The Machinist (Paramount 
Blu-ray)
> The Saint Steps In… To
Television (Network
U.K./Region Zero/PAL DVD
Documentary)
> Handel’s Tamerlano DVD +
Blu-ray, Giselle Blu-ray,
Wagner’s Lohengrin Blu-ray +
Profil SACD Set, Mozart’s Don
Giovanni Blu-ray, and
Messiaen’s Saint Francois d’
Assise Blu-ray Set (Opus Arte)
> Phillies Memories: The 
Greatest Moments in 
Philadelphia Phillies History 
(Shout! Factory DVD)
> X-Men [The Animated
Series] Volume1 + Volume 2
(1992 – 3/Disney DVD)
> Department S – 30th
Anniversary Special Edition
7-DVD Set (1969 – 1970/British
Spy TV/Umbrella
Entertainment/Region
Zero/PAL)
> Predator 2 (Fox Blu-ray)
> Seth McFarlane’s Cavalcade
of Cartoon Comedy (Fox
Blu-ray)
> S. Darko: A Donnie Darko 
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> Erasure – Total Pop! Deluxe
Box (Rhino/3 CD + 1 DVD Box
Set)

at his finest and some of the most important footage of the response to the shock, loss and
outrage that was and still is Lennon’s murder.  DVD 2 has a 1979 Paul McCartney interview
done via satellite and 1981 interview with Ringo Starr joined by actress/wife Barbara Bach and
later actress Angie Dickinson.  There may be no extras, but this is plenty and all key Beatles
programming, looking and sounding good here in 1.33 X 1 analog NTSC video from the
masters and Dolby Digital 2.0 Mono that is also very clean for its age.  The interviews on DVD
2 have one Music Video a piece.  Spin It On was one of the last Wings videos and is not even
on The McCartney Years  DVD compilation reviewed elsewhere on this site, while Wrack My 
Brain was Starr’s bizarre video that attempted to cross New Wave, Horror films and the Music
Video look to odd effects.
 
 
For more on The Beatles, try this excellent book on the band called Can’t Buy Me Love  by 
Jonathan Gould:
 
http://www.fulvuedrive-in.com/review/6334/Can%E2%80%99t+Buy+Me+Love
 
 
You’ll find a ton of information in that book and review, then more Beatles links at the bottom.
 
 
-   Nicholas Sheffo
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