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There was a period in the Beatles' existence when the
band had stopped touring. Three of the four lads began
spending time in their London-suburb-based houses, but
Paul McCartney lived for a while in an attic space with his

) then-girlfriend in London proper. Proximity, time and a
About This Blog open exploratory attitude meant that Paul got involved in

e

Grego Applegate Edwards that period in the burgeoning London avant bohemia in

writes this column. ways that influenced his attitudes and some of the more
pioneering music the Beatles made in the mid-to-later

The Gapplegate Guitar and sixties.

Bass Blog has grown over

several years to contain The fascinating story is covered in a new video DVD Going

more tha'? 1’900 revieyvs of  Underground: Paul McCartney, the Beatles and the UK
CDs by guitarists, bassists, Counter-Culture (Pride DVD161). It follows both the



vocalists and otherwise. Each
musician is a hero in my
mind, a Knight in Shining
Armor, devoting a lifetime
to music that you can enjoy
and treasure. Here are my
1,000 knights, and my many
1,000 nights spent listening
so | could review this music
for you. If you care about
what you hear and want to
know more about what is out
there, you are the person |
have in mind as | write these
postings. If music isn't an
important part of your life
this blog is probably not for
you.

Various musical genres get
attention on these pages:
jazz and rock with guitarists
and/or bassists playing a
prominent role, classical
music for the guitar, world
music, blues, roots, electric
music, vocalists.

| cover other jazz and
improvisation on the
Gapplegate Music Review
blog (see link on this page)
and modern classical and
avant garde concert music
on the new blogsite Classical-
Modern Music Review (see
link).
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development of the alternative culture and Paul's
involvement chronologically with a narrative that
incorporates archival footage and personal interviews
with some of the figures that were a part of the scene,
for an in-depth 153 minutes.

There's so much covered here that | can't begin to
inventory it all, but it tracks the underground press and its
sponsoring of /involvement with an extension of beat
culture, identity politics and the avant and psychedelic
music scenes. In essence Paul got turned on to the avant
improv band AMM and various new sounds as he absorbed
some of the underground ethos. He also attended and
helped support the opening of the first of the psychedelic
clubs, where Pink Floyd and Soft Machine got their starts.

There are sections of the DVD that talk about how all this
influenced some of the pioneering Beatles cuts such as
“Tomorrow Never Knows," "A Day in the Life" and
"Strawberry Fields."

It's something anyone interested in the psychedelic
musical movement, the classic Beatles art-music period,
and the counter-culture in general will profit by seeing. |
found it pretty riveting. Worth it alone just for the
interview with Robert Wyatt, the Soft Machine's seminal
first drummer!
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