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> The Hurricane Of ’38 (American
Experience/WGBH)
> Restless Natives (1985/Teen 
Comedy)
> Paul Rodgers – Live In Glasgow
(DVD-Video + CD)
> Volunteer Jam 
(1975/DVD-Video/Concert/Charlie 
Daniels Band)
> Visions Of Scotland (Special 
Interest/Geography/Travel/DVD-Video)
> Fay Grim (2007/Hal Hartley)
> Loveless In Los Angeles 
(2006/Allumination/LILA)
> Warlords (2005 British Documentary 
Series/WWII)
> Circle Of Iron – 2-Disc Special
Edition (aka The Silent
Flute/DVD-Video)
> Free Zone (aka Freezone/2005/New 
Yorker/DVD-Video)
> The Hard Easy (HBO)
> Doro – 20 Years: Warrior Soul
(DVD-Video/PAL Region Zero Set)
> Dark Corners (2006)
> Closer (Blu-ray)
> The Mad – Unrated (Horror/Zombie)

 

> The Ghost Busters – The Complete
Series (1975/Filmation/BCI Eclipse)
> Payback - Straight Up: The
Director's Cut (Special Collector’s
Edition) + Theatrical Cut
(comparison/DVD-Video)
> Chronos (1985/IMAX/Blu-ray)
> Jason Of Star Command – The
Complete Series
(1979-1981/Filmation/BCI Eclipse)
> John Carpenter’s Dark Star
(1974/Sci-Fi/Comedy/VCI/DVD-Video)
> Ironside – Season One (Shout!
Factory/DVD-Video)
> The Queen (Blu-ray + DVD-Video)
> A Darren Aronofsky Collection 
(Lionsgate/Pi/Requiem For A Dream)
> The Flight Of The Phoenix 
(2004/Blu-ray)
> Dario Argento’s Pelts & John
Carpenter’s Pro-Life (Masters of Horror
– Season 2)
> The Great Silence (1968/Fantoma)
> The Battle Of The Bulge 
(1965/HD-DVD)
> The Road Warrior (aka Mad Max 
2/HD-DVD)
> DVE – Digital Video Essentials: High
Definition HD-DVD/DVD Combo Format
Edition
> The Streets of San Francisco - 
Season One, Volume One
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Merle Haggard –
Live 1983

(DVD-Video/MVD/Quantum Leap)
 
Picture: C-     Sound: C-     Extras: C-     Concert: C+
 
 
Merle Haggard is one of the great Country & Western
artists, who caught a break in the mid-1960s and by the
1970s was hot enough to crossover to the national Pop
chart with his Top 30 hit If We Make It Through December
in 1974.  Establishing himself as one of the “outlaws” of
the genre, Pop success was very rare, but he was huge on
the country charts and sold millions of albums.  This new 
DVD concert from an Orlando, Florida concert in 1983
shows the survivor in prime form.  Too bad the disc is 
problematic.
 
Songs here include:
 

1)     Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
2)     If You Want To be My Woman
3)     Workin’ Man Blues
4)     Always Late
5)     TB Blues
6)     Folsom Prison Blues
7)     Footlights
8)     Big City
9)     Mama Tried
10)  Medley: Brain Cloudy Blues/Milk Cow Blues
11)  Begging To Yoy
12)  The Bottle Let Me Down
13)  What Am I Gonna Do?
14)  Ida Red
15)  San Antonio Rose
16)  Corinna Corinna
17)  Take Me Back To Tulsa
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 18)  Faded Love, A Maiden’s Prayer
19)  Fiddle Breakdown
20)  Right Or Wrong
21)  Ramblin’ Fever
22)  That’s The Way Love Goes
23)  Today I Started Loving You Again
24)  Okie From Muskogee
25)  The Fighting Side Of Me

 
 
 
To this day, some of those songs (like #24) are still
controversial, but what is especially interesting is to see
Country that has not been cleansed of… well, Country! 
Never a big fan of Country, when I compare this music to
the current watered-down version, I have a new respect
and appreciation by default.  Though it is nice to see real
and hear real Country Music, I will not be buying any
Haggard box sets anytime soon.  Still, you can see why his
work is still in demand over forty years later.
 
The 1.33 X 1 image was shot on NTSC analog video and
this copy is so many generations down that it is amazing it
holds its color.  It is very, very soft, with color bleeding, 
detail issues and fuzziness throughout.  The Dolby Digital 
2.0 Mono is compressed, stuffy and shows its age,
somehow not warping.  The combination is for diehard fans 
of Haggard only.  No extras unless you count previews for
other titles from the same company.
 
It should also be noted that this lasts only 45 minutes and
not 80 as the box claims.
 
 
-   Nicholas Sheffo
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