
 

> Hart To Hart – The 
Complete First + Second 
Season Sets  
> The Miracle Of Life 
(Nova/WGBH set)  
> Total War – World War II & 
The Homefront: 1939 - 1947 
(People’s Century/WGBH)  
> Eleventh Hour 
(Acorn/Britain)  
> Black. White. (Reality TV)  
> Serving In Silence – The 
Margarethe Cammermeyer 
Story (1994 Telefilm)  
> Beowulf and Grendel  
> Inspector Lewis 
(WGBH/Mystery!)  
> The Stars – Supernovas, 
The Big Bang & More 
(Nova/WGBH Set)  
> Grease – The Rockin’ 
Rydell Edition  
> Diagnosis Murder – The 
Complete First Season  
> Bob Newhart – Button-
Down Concert (DVD)  
> Stella – Season One  
> Great Peaks (WGBH NOVA 
Mountains Box Set)  
> Young Blood – Rebellion, 
Riots & Rock ‘N Roll In the 
Sixties: 1950 - 1973 (People’s 
Century/WGBH)  

  

> Dario Argento’s “Do You 
Like Hitchcock?” (2005)  
> Sandy Denny – Under 
Review  
> The Bill Cosby Show – 
Season One (1969 – 1970)  
> The Castle of Cagliostro – 
Special Edition (aka Lupin The 
III/Animé)  
> The Wicker Man 
(2006/Theatrical Film Review)  
> Brick (2005)  
> Spy Game (HD-DVD)  
> Apocalypse Now – The 
Complete Dossier  
> Ray (HD-DVD)  
> Jayne Mansfield Collection 
(The Girl Can't Help It / The 
Sheriff of Fractured Jaw / Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter?) 
(Fox)  
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Sandy Denny – Under 
Review 
  
Picture: C+     Sound: C+     
Extras: D     Main Program: A 
  
  
Even if the British 
documentary series Under 
Review is good for nothing 
more than shining a much 
needed light upon the 
countless sadly 
underappreciated artists in the 
pantheon of pop music, then it 
still provides a woefully 
needed service.  Once again Under Review takes up the challenge of 
thoughtfully and critically appraising an artist whose name you may be 
more familiar with than said artist’s actual work.  This time around Sandy 
Denny is given the overdue star treatment she so richly deserved. 
  
There’s an apocryphal story I had once heard that goes like this: A post-
Yardbirds Jimmy Page is putting together a new combo, a band that’ll take
blues rock to the next inevitable level of heaviness and crazed rawking 
intensity.  He knows exactly who should front the band, a singer with 
pipes that’d make any blues belter go jade with spiteful envy, but whose 
roots crawl deep down into the bone-ridden British loam; a faerie-eyed 
folketeer with long blonde tresses who commands the stage and owns 
audiences. 
  
Of course we’re talking about Sandy Denny here and not Robert Plant.  All 
praise to the big honeydripper, but listening to Sandy Denny, particularly 
her incredible work with Fairport Convention, I can’t help kind of believing 
Led Zep was designed to be her band.  The fact that Denny is the only 
artist to ever guest on a Zep record, that’s her singing on Battle of 
Evermore, certainly lends a pinch of veracity to the tale.  True or not it’s 
certainly a pretty dream. 
  
The usual British critics are once again on board and joined by Denny’s 
former band mates to delineate her career.  All agree she should have 
been a huge star.  After all, Robert Plant was basically doing his best 
Sandy Denny impression and look how far his career went.  Unfortunately,
Sandy never really broke out.  As an artist she preferred being a member 
of a band, rather than have the spotlight solely on her. Fairport 
Convention and Fotheringay were her preferred venues, but the record 
company pushed her to be a solo star. 
  
Sandy recorded four solo albums, two of which, Sandy and Like an Old-
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> Let’s Scare Jessica To 
Death (1971/Thriller)  
> The Searchers (1956/HD-
DVD)  
> Fried Green Tomatoes – 
Extended Anniversary Edition  
> The Assassination Of 
Trotsky (1972)  
> Gary Burton & Makoto 
Ozone – Live At Montreux 
2002 (DTS)  

  

Fashioned Waltz, are brilliant end to end.  Sadly, she died in 1978.  Once 
voted the #1 British female singer in the pop press Sandy Denny’s work is 
now heard by far too few. With luck this doc will inspire more to give a 
listen to this truly great artist. 
  
  
-   Kristofer Collins 
  
  
Kristofer Collins is an editor at The New Yinzer and owner of Desolation Row CDs 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  You can contact him at: 
  
desolationrowcds@hotmail.com 
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