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Depeche Mode: The Dark

Progression

Sexy Intel lectual /MVD

www .musicvideodistr ibutors.com

Having sold mi l l ions of  a lbums and sold out  thousan ds of  shows wor ldw ide

over the last  three decades,  Depeche Mode have beco me one of  the most

recognizable acts to  remain…w el l…unrecognizable.  Ho t on the heels of  their

latest  a lbum, Sounds of  the Universe, comes yet  ano ther documentary about

the band, The Dark Progression.

Whi le many documentar ies of  th is  type focus in on o ne era of  the band’s

career,  The Dark Progression at tempts to tackle nea r ly the ent i re career of

the band in one fe l l  swoop.  The f i lm makers know  th eir  Depeche Mode pret ty

wel l ,  so i f  you are new  into the band and are looki ng to f ind a reasonably

back story then th is  is  the w ay to go.  Whi le i ts  no t  as personal  or  as in-depth

as the documentar ies that  accompany the re- issues o f  the band’s ent i re

catalog f rom a couple of  years ago,  they do h i t  al l  the major  points.  Most of

the contr ibutors here are producers,  engineers,  and  rock journal is ts  that

covered or w orked w ith or  around the band dur ing sp eci f i c eras and thei r

takes on var ious things (part icular ly the band’s ea r ly  years and the loss of

the pr incipal  songwri ter  r ight  af ter  their  debut a l bum w as re leased)  are

interest ing to hear  and of ten very bel ievable.  The ext ras inc lude extended

interv iew  footage and b iographies for  each contr ibu tor  (a t remendously

helpfu l  th ing w hen try ing to decide whether  a docum entary of  th is  type is

“ legi t ”  or  not) .

Whi le i t  may not  have been author ized by Mute Recor ds or  Depeche Mode, The

Dark Progression gets i t  r ight  and I  doubt anyone w ould take up issue w ith

the content  here.  As I  sa id,  new Depeche Mode fans should pick this up and

f i l l  themselves in  ( i t  w i l l  also g ive you some sol i d  ideas on w hat albums to

purchase next ) .  Longt ime fans probably know  most of  this anyw ay so i t ’s  not

real ly  intended for  them in my opinion.

Reviewed by Mark Fisher
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