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Down in The Flood DVD Review: Bob Dylan and The
Band Examined in New DVD Documentary

Posted on Wednesday, October 17,2012, by Donald Gibson
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Bob Dylan had just rewritten his own rules and those of nearly every other popular
musician as well by abandoning the confines of acoustic folk in favor of amped-up rock
and roll. Having pissed off the folk-movement purists with his infamous “electric” set at
the 1965 Newport Folk Festival and defying every fathomable songwriting convention
with Bringing It All Back Home and, then, Highvway 61 Revisited (which boasted the epic
single, “Like A Rolling Stone”), Dylan sought a stable of road-tested, resilient musicians

with whom to make his latest stand. Featured

Down in The Flood — Associations and Catal ogi ng the Doctor
Collaborations chronicles the sporadic A AL 14 -

BOB yet seminal working relationship
between the Dylan and The Band,

nvl nN along the way examining the context
and motives behind the music they & :

n"n THE Bﬂ“n wrote and performed together—from Operation: BOND

The Basement Tapes to The Last
Waltz. THE CRITERION COLLECTION

Appropriately enough it's the original
fusion of these figures on which the
i documentary most concentrates, when POpUlar TOday
The Band were a Canadian-based
outfit called The Hawks and Dylan was
kick-starting his meteoric rise from folk
R $ M hero to rock and roll renegade.
DUWN IN THE FLUUD Underscored throughout is a mutual
respect that existed between the
musicians, which for Dylan was not only
tantamount to professional courtesy but
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ASSOCIATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

to personal safety as well.

Unlike his contemporaries at the time in The Beatles and Rolling Stones, who as
respective groups could isolate themselves from whatever pandemonium awaited their
every move, Dylan was on his own. What's more, contending with frenzied crowds was a
heady-enough task for Dylan when they were on his side; confronting fiery, even hateful
reactions after he’'d “gone electric” was something far more dangerous and, it seems in
retrospect, hurtful.

The man apparently still smarts from when he was condemned as "Judas" during a 1966
performance in Manchester, England. “Judas, the most hated name in human history!”
Dylan groused to Rolling Stone contributing editor Mikal Gilmore in a recent interview. “If
you think you've been called a bad name, try to work your way out from under that.”

The story told here of these most-pivotal years for both Dylan and The Band is
compelling on its own, but added critical insights and observations—commentators
include noted music scribes (particularly Barney Hoskyns, Anthony DeCurtis, and Robert
Christgau) and musicians privy to the tale (rockabilly pioneer Ronnie Hawkins, who



10/25/12 Down in The Flood DVD Review: Bob Dylan and The Band Examined in New DVD Documentary

founded and mentored The Hawks before they ultimately became The Band; drummer I
Mickey Jones, who worked the kit on Dylan’s '66 world tour)—give the circumstances

explored here the weight they deserve. For fans of Bob Dylan, The Band, or even ‘60s

and ‘70s pop music and culture in general, this film is certainly worth pledging your time.
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Just finished the movie. The big underwater fight
scene was odd. | think I liked it, but it was damn
unusual.

a Chun
Looks to me like Warner took the fancy toy cars out

of the old briefcase-style DVD/Blu-ray/HD-DVD sets
and repackaged them with...

Hey you aren't logged in, or enter your info below.
Don't have an account? Get one My favorite character is Snoopy; he is so cute and
) reminds me of mydog.

Name:
| caught the first couple of episodes on Netflix
streaming and pretty much agree. Fryis lovely as
Email (Will not be used): always and the show has...
Comment:

I watched it again a few months ago thinking that
since I'm older and have a better understanding of
film that maybe I'd like it...

I'm intrigued, but then | wasn'tas down on Iron Man
2 as so many others were.

_submi

characters left
Haven't seen itin a while, but aside from production

design, I don't get why some are so enamored with
it,and lam completely...

Thanks, Paul!

When | threw Chernobyl in my Blockbuster at Home
queue | had no idea what to expect except that a few
people in my office at DISH...

I will admit it did take a little while for me to suspend
my disbelief, but the graphics are ultimately what

cinemasentries.com/.../down-in-the-flood-dvd-review-bob-dylan-and-the-band-examined-in-new-d...

2/3



