cut Ghostland by 25 minutes which means
a longer version could still be out there, but
is not on this disc.

At the Heart of the Film’s Music is
a half hour featurette on the creation
of Ghostland’s score with Laugier and
composers Georges Boukoff, Anthony
D’amario and Ed Rig. Boukoff describes
(from behind his grand piano) how he
composed and modulated the score with
Pascal’s guidance. The music was then
refined and remastered by the electrical
wizardry of D’amario and Rigg; interviewed
from their studio, they discuss how they
went about reverberating notes to sync
with the action on screen.

The disc also contains a trailer and
standard junket-like interviews with cast
members Crystal Reed, Emilia Jones and
Pascal, who discuss the production and
what it was like working with each other.

Rating: 2€2€¢

INCIDENT IN A GHOSTLAND is out now.
on UK DVD, Biu-ray and Amazon Prime
courtesy of Arrow Video.

REVIEWED BY DANIEL GOODWIN

THE CHANGELING

THE FILM: The Changeling is one of the
most unnerving supernatural horror films
that I've had the pleasure of watching.
Directed by Peter Medak, the film follows
John Russell, a music composer who
relocates after a freak automobile accident
claims the lives of his wife and daughter.
Consumed by his own grief he becomes
convinced that his new home is haunted
by the spirit of a child and that discovery
sets off a series of events that will uncover
decades of deceit.

Right from the start its clear that this film
is special and it comes as no surprise that
The Changeling has cemented its place
as a favourite for so many genre fans.

In it, Medak does a superb job to build
suspense and genuine fear in his audience.
Here scares are not achieved through
sudden jump scares but through a steady
sense of dread achieved through stunning
cinematography, superb acting and a keen
attention to detail.

In the lead role, George C. Scott is
simply marvellous. As John Russell,
Scott’s performance perfectly captures
the inner turmoil of his character making
every ounce of his grief feel authentic. In
fact, the entire cast is equally as fantastic
and do a superb job to make their
characters credible. Everyone hits their
mark beautifully which really helps sell the
dramatic and terrifying elements flawlessly.

The term masterpiece is thrown around
all over the place but there’s literally no
other way to describe The Changeling.

It's masterful in what it tries to do and
succeeds in doing so with gusto. Even
the most simple of scares found within
the world of The Changeling is extremely
effective and a wheelchair or a glass
shattering have never been so terrifying.

Overall, The Changeling is without doubt
one of the best supernatural chillers out
there to be seen. The way it approaches
horror may not suit most audiences
but for those with a penchant for good
old-fashioned horror, there are many
nightmares to be had after viewing this
terrifying classic.

Rating: 22€2¢%

SPECIAL FEATURES: A fantastic film
deserves to be accompanied by an
excellent range of extras to help expand
the world of and provide a detailed insight
into the making of the film. So when you
consider the bevvy of extras available
on this disc, there’s plenty of content for
audiences to enjoy. -

Kicking off this bounty of extras is a
fascinating audio commentary with Director

Peter Medak and Producer Joel B. Michaels

which goes into great detail about the
film which fans will simply adore. Also
included are several featurettes including
interviews with Music Arranger Kenneth
Wannberg and Art Director Reuben Freed.
In these featurettes, audiences can look
forward to learning more about the power
of music and the design of The Changeling.
However, my personal favourite is the one
titled “The House on Cheesman Park’ which
investigates the haunting true story that
inspired The Changeling. As a fan of real
haunting documentaries, it ticked every box
for me.

On reflection, | was very happy with the
extras available on the disc. The contents
were intriguing to watch and as a whole

they make the purchase of the film even
more worth while regardless if you are a
long-time fan or curious to know more
about how the film came to be.

Rating: 22822

THE CHANGELING is out now on UK Biu-
ray and Amazon Prime courtesy of Second
Sight Films.

REVIEWED BY JON DICKINSON

THE SONG OF
SOLOMAN

THE FILM: Stephen Biro’s latest offering
The Song of Soloman is the latest
instalment of the infamous Guinea Pig
series which is infamous for its use of
violence and gore. Harnessing the ferocity
of The Exorcist and the shocking nature
of The Omen, The Song of Soloman stars
Jessica Cameron as a young woman who
finds herself possessed by Satan whilst
wave after wave of priests are sent to
exorcise the unholy spirit inhabiting her
body.

As with most Guinea Pig offerings,

The Song of Soloman knows how to
pack a punch and churn the stomach of
its audience. In the director’s seat, Biro
harnesses some very unsettling imagery
and slowly begins to build a suffocating
sense of dread which rarely lets up thanks
in part to a stellar performance from
Jessica Cameron. Right from the outset
audiences are pushed to the edge of their
seat and it is from that moment that Biro
holds his audience in a vice-tight grip to
set a very tense and uneasy atmosphere
that stays true right through until the end
credits begin their crawl.

Although The Song of Soloman might
know exactly what it takes to keep
audiences invested, it is ultimately let down
by its supporting cast members whose




performances feel forced and out of place
against Jessica Cameron’s performance.
In the lead role of Mary, Cameron delivers
a solid performance which is ultimately
terrifying and goes a long way to carry the
film through its more dull moments. That
said, gorehounds need not worry as Biro’s
efforts harness plenty of visual effects that
will test even the strongest of stomachs
out there.

Overall, | was left impressed by what The
Song of Soloman has to offer audiences
even though it offers nothing new to other
possession films that came before it. It
doesn’t break any new ground nor can it
stand shoulder to shoulder with the greats
that came before it. However, the film does
enough of its own work to keep audiences
invested and it is for this reason why | urge
you to seek it out.

Rating: $3€22

Be Arraip OF THE Darx.

SPECIAL FEATURES: Audiences can
look forward to being spoiled by a plethora
of extras on this disc. Firstly there is an
audio commentary with Director Stephen
Biro and lead actress Jessica Cameron.
There is also a second audio commentary
with Stephen Biro, Marcus Koch & Jerami
Cruise. Both audio tracks offer audiences
plenty of insight into the making of the film
as do the behind the scenes featurettes.
Also available on the disc are a series of
one-to-one interviews with Stephen Biro,
Jessica Cameron, Gene Palubicki, David
McMahon, special effects artist Marcus
Koch and director of photography Chris
Hilleke. Add to that a bunch of outtakes
and photo gallery and what you have here
is a disc packed with lots of content that
will add to the viewing experience.

Rating: 2 € €€ ¢

THE SONG OF SOLOMAN is out now on
US DVD and Blu-ray courtesy of MVD.
REVIEWED BY JON DICKINSON

BRAM STOKER'S
SHADOWBUILDER
THE FILM: Based on the short story by
Bram Stoker, Shadowbuilder is directed
by Jamie Dixon and tells the story of an
evil archbishop who summons a demon

to destroy the world. However, for the
creature to unleash its evil on the world, it
must hunt and find an innocent soul of one
particular child to sacrifice. What happens
next is a race against time for Michael
Rooker’s troubled priest to save the day.

Embodying everything that a 90s straight
to video horror should be, Director Jamie
Dixon’s feature debut takes his audience
on a ride packed to the brim with dodgy
CGil effects, over the top performances and
lashings of questionable gore. Although
Dixon’s direction favours style over any
attempt to build tension, there’s still plenty
of fun to be had here if you’re able to switch
off and enjoy some mindless cheese.

Like any good horror film audiences
should have two things, a hero and a
villain and in this film the balance is
disappointingly uneven. In the hero’s
corner we have Michael Rooker as Jacob
Vassey, the gun toting priest. In the role
Rooker is every bit as crazy as he is
determined to stop the evil at all costs.

His performance echos the same intensity
as Donald Pleasance had in Halloween
but is far too over the top by the time

the third act comes around. Playing
opposite Rooker as the films big bad is
Andrew Jackson who stars as the Shadow
Demon. As an actor Andrew Jackson does
perfectly fine to bring the demon to life

but the effects used to convey his powers
leaves a lot to be desired.

Starring opposite Rooker and Jackson
is a very young Kevin Zegers. As a child
actor, Zeger actually steals the show
delivering a strong stand-out performance
as the kid caught up in the middle of a fight
between good and evil. In the role, Zeger
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is fantastic and goes above and beyond
to create a character who is genuinely
interesting to watch. As for the rest of the
cast, which is largely made of unknown
actors, there isn’t much to write about
as they are easily forgettable. That said,
there’s a very interesting appearance from
Tony Todd which caught me by surprise.
Beyond that, Shadowbuilder is a fun
but flawed 90s horror. It’s effects have
not aged well and look somewhat silly on
screen which had a direct impact on my
enjoyment of the film. Thankfully, Rooker
and Zegers’ performances are able to
carry audiences past the more distracting
moments of the film. So, if like me, you
have a penchant for 90s horror then you
should certainly check this one out!

Rating: 22222

SPECIAL FEATURES: Not only can
viewers look forward to enjoying every
frame of Shadowbuilder presented in
1080p, fans of the film can also look forward
to an informative Audio Commentary

from Director Jamie Dixon. If that wasn’t
enough this disc also comes with a stunning
thirty-minute “Making of Shadowbuilder”
featurette including in-depth interviews

with Jamie Dixon, Michael Stokes, Andrew
Jackson and Tony Todd. The exiras don’t
end there either as there are two additional
featurettes “Shadowbuilder: Visual Effects”
and “Shadowbuilder: Kevin Zegers”.
Although brief, both featurettes provide
even more insight into the making of the film
which ’m sure fans will enjoy watching too.
Rounding up the extras on the disc are the
promotional material of the film including
the theatrical trailer which is interesting to
see how he film was marketed to horror
fans. All in all, a very solid collection of
extras that will make the purchase of the
film worth your while.

Rating: 28882

BRAM STOKER’S SHADOWBUILDER is
out now on US Blu-ray and Amazon Prime
Video courtesy of MVD.

REVIEWED BY JON DICKINSON

DEATH LINE

THE FILM: When discussing the classics,
Death Line is a name that never enters the
conversation much. Gary Sherman’s 1972
British shocker stars late greats such as
Christopher Lee and Donald Pleasance, yet
it’'s never mentioned among their best roles
even though it deserves to be.

The premise is simple; a pair of
American students discover a collapsed
person in the London Underground. Then,
upon returning from trying to find help,
they discover that the body has vanished.




