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This week’s variety-packed column features a former Rolling Stone, a longtime associate of The Band, a

new recording from Jimi Hendrix and a new power-pop band called Locksley.

‘The Tokyo Concert,’ Mick Taylor Band (Inakustik/MVDvisual, HHH 1/2)

Guitarist Mick Taylor was hired in 1969 to replace founding Rolling Stones guitarist Brian Jones after building

a reputation in John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers. He played on the albums and songs of the group’s second

massive period of worldwide success (1969-1974): “Honky Tonk Women,” “Brown Sugar,” “Tumblin’ Dice”

and more. However, he eventually left the band because of songwriting credit disputes and because he

never associated fame with artistic merit.

This Feb. 23 DVD shows a capsule view of what

he’s been up to in the years since then, including

material from his own albums and tunes associated

with others. He’s backed by former Jeff Beck pianist

Max Middleton, drummer Jeff Allen, bassist Kuma

Harada and guitarist Danny Newman. Excellent song

choices make for an interesting show mostly

unhampered by vocal shortcomings. The Rolling

Stones’ “No Expectations” and Dylan’s “Blind Willie

McTell” are highlight songs.

‘Whispering Pines,’ Professor Louie & The

Crowmatix (Woodstock Records/MVDaudio, HHH

1/2)

This March 9 CD is this prolific band’s latest release,

a combination of studio and live recordings with a

beautiful cover created by The Ulster College NY

Design Department in cooperation with Woodstock

Records. Professor Louie was part of later

recordings by The Band, and he has been touring

regularly with these “keepers of the flame” in the

years since Robbie Robertson decided to go off the

road.

The opener/title song proves Professor Louie wants

to carry on The Band’s spirit, and has the

instrumental chops to do so. He’s missing Levon

Helm and Rick Danko’s vocal talents, but The

Crowmatix come through on this tune by Richard Manuel and Robertson.

Other highlights include a soulful live version of Dylan’s “Serve Somebody” and “I Wouldn’t Do It That Way,”

which adds The Mighty Gospel Giants to the vocal mix.

‘Valleys of Neptune,’ Jimi Hendrix (Legacy Recordings, HHHHH)

This March 9 release is a sample of the first wave of Hendrix releases in Legacy’s partnership with
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