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Fan of the Dead (2008)
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Reviewed by Wizard of Gore

“When the dead are in the THEATER
the fans will walk the EARTH.”

Nicolas Garreau is a hardcore fan of George A. Romero’s zombie films.
To elaborate, he is a hardcore French Romero fan. He decided to
make the journey from France to Pennsylvania for a three day
excursion to visit the sites of Romero’s classic films. Along the way he

visits landmarks from the film and attends a convention which
features actors from Romero films. Garreau speaks mostly in French
and the film is overdubbed in English. There’s really not much to say
about the plot so onto the rest of the sections!
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The film is presented in a 1.33:1 full screen transfer. The print does
the job, it’s the camerawork and lighting itself that can be a bit off at
times as it is very low-budget and clearly a home video. Sometimes
the camerawork is very shaky and the lighting inadequate, but for
what it is it’s perfectly fine.

Once again there’s nothing to get too excited about. Dolby Digital 2.0
soundtrack which isn’t spectacular. The overdub track on this release
is preferable to the copy that Umbrella Entertainment has as an extra
on the Dawn of the Dead release. The Umbrella release has a female
doing the dub track which is really odd. Sometimes you can hear
Nicolas over the overdub which is a bit of a nuisance at times as it
makes it harder to listen to the English commentary.

Sadly no extras of any real quality. There’s a photo gallery and trailers
for some Cheezy flicks releases. Horrors of the Black Museum, | Drink
Your Blood, G-Men VS. The Black Dragon, The Day of the Triffids. In
between the trailers are cool old school clips of pizza ads, in car
heater instruction clips, public service style announcements etc.

Fan of the Dead is a fairly dry documentary. It’s really a video diary of
a hardcore Romero fan’s travels to America to visit locations where
Romero films were shot. Garreau attends a convention and interviews
some people who appeared in various Romero films which are probably
the highlights of the film. What fails to make the documentary
entertaining is that it’s just a fan touring around the landmarks, it’s
something we all could do and | am sure true hardcore fans of Romero
already have. It’s just not that exciting listening to someone be
excited over visiting the basement where Night of the Living Dead
was shot, of course if you were there yourself it would be amazing.

This documentary is an extra on Umbrella Entertainment’s Ultimate
Edition and Blu-Ray edition of Dawn of the Dead and serves much
better as an extra than a feature. You really have to LOVE Romero

films to dig this documentary. It’s not bad, it’s just not that exciting
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to watch.
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