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Béla Mavrak: Platin Tenor in Cuba

BERLIN: The Platin Tenors ... Shortly after Gary Bennett's recent

release of Schubert's "Winterreise" was underway, it brought Béla

Mavrak to a warmer climate, in particular, Cuba ... not since the

Wenders film "Buena Vista Social Club" (1999) has there been such a

constant source of musical inspiration.

"Un soplo en el Aire" is the title of his album which was recorded

with the assistance of the stars of Buena Vista & the Musicians of

Termidor Orquesta Cuba. Excerpts of the recordings can be viewed

on an accompanied DVD. The songs, which tenor Béla Mavrak

personally selected, are not the typical Cuban popular songs, his

selections go much further.

It contains arrangements by Charles Aznavour from Charlie Chaplin's

"Lili Marleen" to "Besame Mucho", soundtracks (Nino Rota), pop

songs (Ivo Robic) and original compositions. The tenor does not

suffer from stage fright since he feels just as comfortable

appearing on stage with Yehudi Menuhin as well as with André Rieu.

The album is being advertised as being exceptionally colorful: "The

origional sound of Cuba is being combined with gentle hints of

modern Western popular music, music from my country, and is

supported by Indian rythem, Turkish drums and electric guitars with

the Latin sound," says Mavrak, who was born in Austria in 1966 and

grew up in Vojvodina (now part of Serbia), and who's own unique

sound of classical coloratura will certainly bring out the negative

results of the very purists of critics.

Mavrak is thwarting any common place expectations: He maintains

his distance from a supposedly exuberant Caribbean joyful way of

life, and relies more on a longing and melancholy sort of music

which touches the heart and soul in the best possible manner.
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Together with Gary Bennett from Australia and Thomas Greuel

from Germany, Béla Mavrak is part of the successful Platin Tenors.

Primarily through their performances with star violinist André Rieu

have they made a name for themselves. These three, who

individually do not have to complain about the lack of commitments

and achievements, are on the road with Rieu throughout his World

Tour.

Thanks to Ineke for sending the Ber lin article and John for  ©Translating it.

BÉLA MAVRAK: The great Yehudi

Menuhin, with whom I had the

honor of working together in

1999, shortly before he died, once

said: "Singing is the mother

tongue of all humanity." This

remark by such a truly great yet

unassuming man and musician

touched me deeply and has

influenced me to the present day.

Another source of inspiration and

influence was my time alongside André Rieu, who gave me a unique

opportunity to sing with his orchestra in front of an audience of

tens of thousands and millions of television viewers in all five

continents: an experience I am eternally grateful for. Thank you,

André!

When I had the opportunity to select the tracks for this CD, I was

keen to combine two things: the music I as a classical tenor have

sung to people on stages all over the world in so many delightful

years; and the original sound and authentic playing of the Buena

Vista Social Club, which have been touching people's hearts for more

than twenty years.

DVD includes video clips of the songs "Besame Mucho" , "Dos Gardenias", "My Little Pretty" and a

"Making Of" documentary. 
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Webcam

► Maastricht 2010 Photos

►Gary's CD Now
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Barbara said...

Enjoyed you in Toronto Bela, it was a wonderful concert, hope to see

you all soon. Barb

FRIDAY , 21 JANUARY , 2011
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►Order CD/DVD From UK
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►John Bobbie's Photoshow

Pic by Richard Oswick '10
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►CD/DVD Just $12.99

Now

►Click Pic to See Full Size
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►Photo by John

Maastricht
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►Photo by John

Maastricht

►Photo by Al Maastricht
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►AD Newspaper Interview
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►André's Libelle Interview
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The Harmony Parlor 

Started Aug. 7, 2007 
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►The 2008 Photo Show

►The 2007 Photo Show

► Click For Rapper Rieu
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Playing For Queen

Elizabeth

►'09 Interview With André
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►Interview With Pierre
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►Watch André and Ward

►Interview André Marjorie
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►André The Entrepreneur

►Full Article and Photos
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Soundcheck in Sydney

HEIDELBERG 2009

►Click Pic To See Full Size
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►Mirusia In Heidelberg
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►Carla In Heidelberg
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►André Becomes an Opa!
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Twin Granddaughter Lieke

Twin Granddaughter Linde
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Mirusia's Photo by John
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►Toronto Autographs
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►Women's Day Interview
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►André Stars on Flikken

►Photoshow of Carmen

BELA 'S  CORVET T E
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►Click on Photo

BELA 'S  PHOT OS

Above Pic 2007 by Heather
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►2009 French Soccer

MAAST RICHT  2008

►Maastricht 2008 With

ALL FANS Photos

Combined!

►Ineke and Ruud's New

Maastricht Video

►Photoshow Maastricht

2008 John's

►Maastricht 2007

Photoshow

►Photoshow Two Weeks in

Holland 2008 by Sue

►Photoshow A Weekend in

Maastricht 2008 With

Maggie

►Photoshow The Funny

Faces of André On

Maastricht 2008 Theater

Steps
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►Photoshow The Weekend

in Maastricht 2008 With

Simone

►Photoshow Maastricht

2008 With Peggy from

Germany

►Photoshow Maastricht

2008 With John and

Bobbie

♦Two Weeks in Holland

With Sonja, Sue aned

Betty

♦Ineke's Memories With

Friends Leading up To

Maastricht

♦A Weeekend in Maastricht

With Maggie

♦Simone Doing The

Kangaroo Hop

♦Video André Watching

Marching Band in

Maastricht

♦Video The Marching Band

in Maastricht

♦Video Andre Rieu His

Orchestra, Choir and The

Maastrichterstaar

♦Video André With Melissa

Venema on Trumpet

♦Video Maastricht 2008

♦Current Weather In

Maastricht

♦"Crossroads" A Web

Magazine on Maastricht

►Snowstorm in Maastricht

SPRING 2008 T OUR
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♦Click High Five by John

USA  SPRING T OUR
2008 FANS  PHOT OS

♦Johns Atlantic City

Photoshow

♦Laurie's Reading

Photoshow

♦A High Five From André!

♦Fan Dinner Photo in

Atlantic City

♦Atlantic City/Reading

Photoshow

♦Martha's Photos From

Baltimore's Concert

♦Program For 2008 Spring

Tour

♦André Snatching Flag

From Fan!

♦Mirusia and André in Ava

Maria

♦Link To Reading Concert

Review!

♦DJ Bob's AC Photos

♦Friends in Atlantic City

♦Link To Ottawa Concert

Review

♦Alice's Trip To Ottawa To

See André

♦Alice's Photoshow of Her

Ottawa Trip
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♦Karen and Claude's

Ottawa Photoshow

♦Link To Andre's New CD

Collection

ANDRE'S  AUDIO
VIDEO T APES  IN
AUST RALI A

♦WATCH Andre's 60

Minute Interview August

2008

AUST RALI A  L INKS

♦André Waltzes Into

Australian Record Books

PARLOR ARCHIVES

6Parlor Archives

PARLOR MAIN
LINKS

►All 2010 Maastricht Pics

LINKS  IN  USE

►Billboard Article

►André Discusses The

Most Extreme Year of

His Life

►Watch Video: André Rieu

String Rock Star

►André's Television

Interview in Sydney
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►The Australian Website

2007  ST ORAGE
LINK

►December Articles 2007
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