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To many, the planet Earth is a huge place, andnlgta few days ago | met someone that
had never ventured more than a 100 miles fromihtils place here in Alberta. To me
though, the world is a very small place, and @nsazing just how small it has become
through the Internet. | recently reviewed a gredDbf indie short<Cantankerous Titles

& Obscure Ephemera, that | found just superb, was in hog heaven!ciadkd that | wanted
to interview the creator Joe Biel. | was contemptathe best route to Joe, and generally
that is through either the PR or Distribution compeepping the DVD. Thirty seconds of
‘Googling’ Mr. Biel had me wondering if | already&w him. Sure enough, in the cavern that | calimbpx
was Joe’s email address. He is Mr. Zine!

Joe, firstly let me say thank you for agreeing toalk to us. Can you tell us a little about who Joe Bl is?

Well, to some the name is familiar as a fine adgstlptor and painter. To others, it's a profesdarts, who
teaches some experimental classes. A differemhagthave seen me give a lecture at their college or
presentation about the assassination of Martindniting Jr. at their local infoshop or punk clubtonr. At
different points I've appeared on people’s radaaraguthor of conspiracy theory tract pamphletesearch
about zines or uncomfortable descriptive narratatlesut vasectomies. Perhaps people are familiairthvit
name as the co-founder of the Portland Zine Syniposone of the world’s largest zine conferencesstMo
recently, it would be a name that people wouldameiliar with because they saw one of a dozen short
talk-umentaries. Probably though, if you ask GoaglgVikipedia, | am most notable as the founder of
Microcosm Publishing, a small press book and zut@ipher, who doubles as the world’s largest dstion
house for zines. | feel like the latter is lessafte than the former or at least certainly reliacjaite a few
more people’s hard work than just my own. Some gy wonder how it's possible for one person to
have so many legs in so many different fields aastly varying reports on where they live or everatwear
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they are born. The simple answer is cloning.

| may be just as strange as yo'@ | love eclectic things, and | have been accused matimes of being
eccentric. | suspect that you are similar. How digou get started with the Zine and indie movie worl@

| am accused of being eccentric much less thamyight think. | have an acute ability
of communicating with the mentally unhinged andéauffered from Graves Disease =
for about 15 years, so most things that come ontyomouth are literal nonsense theke = |
| cannot articulate properly, if not conspiracy. @@ourse zines and documentary
were the natural vehicles for establishing cohettemiights.

In 1994 | went to see the pre-Christian Smokingd2qperform at the Euclid Tavern i'—‘-" 3
in Cleveland, OH. Jake Kelly was walking around aelling his zine, Summer, from g

his backpack for $1. | picked it up as an impulse & was the best reading | had |
encountered. It rekindled an interest in readirag tthad developed as a child and Iot
in high school. I instantly perused all zines theduld find and was publishing my
own zine Stink in Public within the year.

Movies were a similar pursuit that was also boramgxtension of my interest in punk and art. iteth
shooting bands in 1993, when | realized it wouldalimetter time capsule than a cassette recordiogs hat
make me a vertie filmmaker? By 2001 | was workingaacollaborative feature narrative movie, Do You
Copy? about a group of absent minded copy shopamees who escape to an intersecting fantasy world
where they battle cat like space aliens. From theveas just a simple hop, skip, and a jump toaliey
enough confidence, equipment, and skill to switcddcumentary...which is where I've been ever sihce.
had a shared studio in Portland with a few peojie hhad a few years of experience on me. They tanght
what | needed to know to start doing amateur stglumentaries with no budget.

Can you tell us a little about Microcosim?

In 1996, I lived in Cleveland and all of my roomestvorked during the day while | delivered pizzaight.
At first this seemed ideal as | was a raging dnirdéehe time, but over time it's depressing tdhmeonly one
home in a big house. | started Microcosm as a htdkgep me entertained during the day while eveyo
knew was in school or at work. The idea was toesas/a distribution agent for things that you coitltind
elsewhere. This was before the graphic internetla@datalog was a single ledger sheet of papéedol
many times. It grew gradually over the next fivangeuntil it was at a point that it was employirepple,
including myself. Over twelve years the focus skagud and refined, now focusing pretty tightly aun
self-published zines, zine anthology books, anateel materials. The organization’s decision makiragess
IS now setup as a collective, where all employeesesponsible to each other to self manage instead
top-down structure. This is partly to allow the amgzation to outlast my own involvement, helps rrgss
level relax, but also to empower a workplace insvagyond the wages it can afford to pay.

A Zine is not usually a moneymaking prospect, neitér is an indie movie. Yet somehow independent
souls like yourself continue to push forward. Howdaugh is it to finance, and even harder to make
money in these endeavors.

If you strip it down to motivation, money was newey driving factor. At different points, | was neeg to
express myself, attempting to help people get phbll, trying to challenge myself, learning new met,
and trying to learn new skills and story tellinglidles. At the point that it is no longer creatiydulfilling, |
will quit.

In the 90s these projects were funded by workimg@izza shop — | would take out $200 from eacltipagk
and put it into Microcosm. | estimate that | putiound $20,000 over years. It seemed like a better
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investment than a car. More recently | startecetmrbusiness books and have gone to college fordass

| like to hope that it's obvious - selling DVDs f$00 and zines for $1 - that it's not about the eyorit is
however quite possible to rotate money aroundshedl game at this point to have wages to pay eviery
and enough money to publish 6-10 new titles per gsavell as keep the back catalog in print.

We have no outside funding and have never had sixteprivate donations. A few times people have
donated $100 or so, but the group has decidedttisatot interested in presenting itself as a mofipor
asking for outside funding.

Joe, | have to tell my readers that you are aboutembark on a three day rail journey, now last timd
looked at prices, rail is far more expensive thaniatravel. | think your quote in one of your shorts is
“Traveling should be part of the experience”. I'd love to find out more about your thoughts.

| do believe that traveling is a very importanttparthe experience and not an unpleasantry tpasitin
your trip. However, | have also been flagged aseskimd of dangerous person post-9/11 and am rdutine
searched and detained every time that | fly. Seclakd to stop. It was simply too much hassle anthde
me feel terrible every time.

People claim that the rail industry is too subsadizbut the interstate system and airline industfgr more
subsidized, taking a majority of the public tranggtion budget while rail takes about 1%.

Before you go on thinking that this is solely sokired of moral or political decision, you must reaitwo or
three days on a train is a godsend in my work prtdty. On this trip in particular | plan to finfisa book |
am co-authoring, watch all of our current DVD subsimns, listen to 4 audiobooks, and finish edianmgew
academic book. | could never do this with the sameunt of hours in any office. The environment is
beautifully focused as well as pleasant and badutif

On top of all of this, Amtrak (and probably Viadjasffers a credit card option that accumulatestsoi
towards free travel in the same way that airlinésroThe difference with Amtrak is that it's abet@ly free
with no strings attached, no annual fee, and ik&out that | have 3 or 4 free trips per year.

‘Many would quote the line from the song “Video kiled the radio star’. And you
could argue that the internet is killing other meda. Maybe | could even say that “the
@blog has killed the Zine”. Yet the Zine continuesWhats the joy of the Zine?

~Barnes and Nobles bought up Walden and B. Daltdrcegated big box variants of
| [ ibookstores in the late 1980s. They vastly over+edi®ooks, created their own

he retail prices of paperbacks over the next mgland at some point consumers
became unwilling to pay doubled prices for the saimek.

Somehow the story got broadcast wrong that thenateilled reading.

More importantly, blogs don’t have shit on zineses are all about raw emotion, textural printing
techniques, and reading on the toliet. The thihgs thake zines warm and engaging cannot be regdicat
blogs or on a computer.

There is a new digital paper technology that soalesited problems for why people don’t read books
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computers. Once this hits a price point that igegble for mass market consumers, paper bookslawly
die in the way that record sales have. Zines da¢ively impervious to this, as letterpress, scrpenting,
scents, and fold out pockets cannot be duplicagetbmputers.

Similarly, those who are drawn to zines as a medidlircontinue to publish them, as blogs cannotaee
that same motivation. It's more like thinning therd¢h and decreasing the proportion of zines puldisbe
awesome zines being published.

| have a theory about this next question, | am prey sure that | know the answer, but | can not resis
Do you love life? Are you a happy guy?

It's like this — 2007 was a pretty rough year fag.rhgot divorced, lost my house, my town, my dastid
three other friends died, my friend’s son died, moyse was robbed three times and | went severelydebt
replacing things, my girlfriend was inexplicably akeand sick all year with undiagnosed IC, Microcdsin
its first real problem with debt, and my own healtid confidence were at an all time low. So it'srba
process of rebuilding lately. Oddly enough, itrhig professional life the hardest and | feel lika fust now
starting to get out of my slump. The worst pathist problems like this make it seem reasonabt®tsider
things that you never would — out of desperation.

So my final answer is that | hope to be happy agathe future.

When | watched Cantankerous | have to admit thaBill Brown’s name leapt into my mind. Completely
different subjects, but a very similar style, highquality and great camera use, and a superb voice ex
Are you friends, ex classmates?

This is very flattering and hilarious as Bill iswabusly far more skilled than | am and shoots ai fiégm (and
has been doing it for much longer). The only titmat § really see the comparison is in my short ‘flessee
State Prison”, which is almost entirely voice omarration like Bill's style. | don’t really see tlomparison
in other things. Can you elaborate? | obviouslyfamiliar with and respect his work. We releaseddeisond
DVD collection through Microcosm.

My other filmmaker friend Marc Moscato has a thetrgt when you watch a film you can tell when it's
made by a zinester. The real cause of similaritstge (if not approach) is that we are both lomgetzine
makers turned film-makers.

| never studied filmmaking, other than watchingl and reading books. Bill does classroom work now,
teaching. I'm not sure if he ever went to schoolffionmaking though.

What is next for Joe?

Well, | used to joke that | was past my prime ahdd hit my creative peak around '99-04. Since thgn
co-workers have been trying to convince me otherwktonestly, the Cantankerous DVD did not get iyearl
the reviews that $100 & A T-Shirt did when it wateased in 2004.

| had mostly given up on writing and filmmaking B§06 when | was tricked into attending a filmmaking
workshop where the end result was creating a featacumentary of Plan-it X Fest. Of course theqapial
organizers of the workshop left town within hourslauddenly | was in the pilot's seat. My persamatk
ethic and social responsibility is far too gread éme now been working on this new feature for atiovo
years now. | am striving to create my best work yet

It was a collaborative shooting project to tell #tery of this 12 year old record label and culteg@center
through the lens of this festival, bands, workshaeysl activities. We are expecting to finish isteummer
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and release it in the fall. No final title yet wé have a trailer -

After that I'm planning on doing another 11 minsteort about Jared of Subway fame, who cut his teeth
Bloomington, and whose real story is much differfeoin the household myth of weight loss. | have 3
unreleased shorts that | plan to eventually release new DVD.

| co-authored the chapter on zine publishing foutiamlge’s new book, Alternative Media Handbook.

The opportunity then came up to co-author a newoedof the classic books Notes from Underground an
Make A Zine, which are the theoretical and pratticanponents of zine publishing, respectively. driho
cases the original publishers are not willing/ableepublish them so | am re-writing and re-editingm and
then Microcosm is republishing them. This has beénge resurgence in personal confidence andyabilit
have been wanting to write “my book” for many yeaosv and the book that | wrote half of the confent
Stolen Sharpie Revolution just went out of print.

Of course. To me a big point of being involved jpcts like these is being available and willingltscuss
means, methods, and madness.

Thanks so much for spending some time with BNN, andam sure that our readers will join me in
wishing you the very best in your projects.

Editors note: The link for Microcosim Publishinghigp://www.microcosmpublishing.corend well worth a
visit.

Simon Barrett

http://zzsimonb.blogspot.com
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