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| recently had the good fortune to reviéhe Other Sde, it is a well made, and
thought provoking, non judgmental view of the siahd tribulations facing
the people who live along both sides of the US MexXiorder. It is contained
on a DVD compilation of Bill's work calletHomeland Insecurity. Most

people are unaware of the delicate economic baldratexists in the border
region, a balance that assists both countriesddsthey base their views on
the vitriolic rantings of gas bags like Lou Dob&NN). The truth is a lot
different, and Bill Brown has done a wonderful miputting it into
perspective. | was lucky enough to catch up withdid ask him a few
guestions.

Can you tell us a little about yourself Bill?

I’'m from Lubbock, Texas. It's famous for a couptenigs. The local Lion’s Club used to hold the Geass
World’s Record for the Most Pancakes Flipped— 30,80so— until the Fargo, North DakotaKiwanis broke
the record earlier this year. Lubbock is also whgurddy Holly is from. There’s a big bronze statdidnion
near the Civic Center. | moved away from Lubbockigh school because | didn'’t like the place so muc
But then, from a distance, | began to appreciaténer qualities: the big skies; the crazy thustms in the
spring; the tumbledown farm houses on the outskirtewn. Irecently moved to Madison, WisconsinisTh
winter, Madison broke its previous record for thestnsnowfall ever.

Where did the idea forThe Other Side come from?

Years ago, | made a movie called “Confederatiok Pérdocuments a trip | took across Canada on the
Trans-Canada Highway (which, by the way, is they&st highway in the world: 6000 miles or so). Migwa
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through making that film— | was in Manitoba, or maySaskatchewan— | decided that, some day, | wanted
travel along the U.S.-Mexico border and make a &lmout it. That's where “The Other Side” came from,
which is a kind of sequel, or maybe a companioogig my film about Canada. By the time | got aehto
making “The Other Side,” 9/11 had already happearetithe U.S. border had gotten a lot more tense. Th
“war on drugs” had given way to the “war on terf@nd scores of migrants were dying every summdhnen
deserts of California and Arizona as the Bordert@brracked down on illegal immigration. What beges

a trip along the southern border turned into a dawntary about border activists establishing watdrass

out in the desert.

How long did it take to complete?
It took a couple years, shooting for a few months @me.

| loved the ‘home movie’ style, but clearly this wa produced in a very professional manner. What
equipment did you use, and who else was involved the project?

My movies are mostly solo projects, which is pavilyy they take so long to make. | shoot 16mm filrthw

an old Bolex camera, and | record sound on a dassetorder. ‘Home movies’ is a good way to descnity

films, but | also think of them as postcards. Thegven sort of structured like postcards: a pr@ttiure on

the front, and a voice-over instead of some textevr on the back. Thanks for saying they look essfonal.
If you saw me at work, | think you might change yound.

One of the biggest challenges facing an indie movieaker is money. There never seems to be quite
enough of it. Was funding a big issue for you?

Funding is hard. I've been lucky to get a few gsamier the years. Without those, | could never nihkse
films. At some point, | realized | would never makéving off my movies. That was a helpful thirgyfigure
out. It meant | didn’t have to worry about recoupmy costs or anything crazy like that. All | hadworry
about was figuring out how to fund the next praject

What sort of feedback are you getting about Homelash Insecurity?

Thanks to Joe Biel and the kids at Microcosm Pubitg, | was able to put out the Homeland Insecurity
DVD, which includes my film “The Other Side,” plascouple other shorts. | think some people areussuf
by the films. | came to film making as an art stuglso they're a little artier than the averageutoentary.
But then again, that’s also what some people lda@iathem. A couple summers ago, some friends andel
our bikes from Washington, D.C. to Denver and suede'The Other Side” along the way. | wound up
showing the film to a wide variety of audiencesar@hists in Lawrence, Kansas; Unitarians in Spratdf
lllinois; Latino activists in Lafayette, Indiana.ddt of these audiences had little or no experiente
experimental films, but they often seemed hapme®political issues they were familiar with explibin an
unfamiliar way.

One of the aspects that | found alluring ilHomeland I nsecurity was your very non judgmental style,
the subject matter of border security and illegal mmigration is one that tends to make people take
sides. Was it hard to maintain the neutral commenta/?

It was hard, and I'm not sure | pulled it off. Ifoletely don’t hide my sympathies. For instancegler talk to
the Border Patrol. Maybe | should have, but | kitlegy’d never be straight with me because,you know,
they're bureaucrats and they're cops. Anyway, &xgays made my films from a first-person perspectlv
try to be fair and observant, but they’re ultimptetry personal and subjective.

What is your next project going to be?
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I've been shooting some film in and around Cumlvet)dMaryland. It's where the military reservistsavh
abused Iragi detainees at Abu Ghraib were basaddt exactly sure where this project is headetitisu
got something to do with tracing a line from Abur@b back to the little Appalachian towns wheresthe
soldiers came from.

What else should we know about Bill Brown?

| write a zine about traveling around and eatingldtdiners and sleeping in creepy motels. It'$echDream
Whip. It makes a good stocking stuffer!
http://www.microcosmpublishing.com/catalog/zine24/7

Thanks very much for taking time to talk with us, and | am sure | speak for all at Blogger News in
wishing you great success witffhe Other Side, and your future projects.

thanks, Simon!
The Other Side can be found on the DVDHomeland I nsecurity which is available throughAmazon.
Simon Barrett

http://zzsimonb.blogspot.com
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