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Rat Skates
Born in the Basement DVD (Kundrat 
Productions)
By D.X. Ferris 
Published: August 15, 2007

Born in the Basement documents the early days 

of Overkill, a New Jersey outfit that emerged 

from New York's punk scene in the late '70s to 

become also-rans in the thrash-metal 

movement of the '80s.

The hour-long DVD is 

basically an autobiography 

of original drummer Rat 

Skates, who bailed after the band's major-label 

debut in 1987. It's a Rat's-eye view of the band 

and the era, and he nails the story with steel 

studs. Over the course of eight years, Skates 

hustles his ass off behind the kit and behind the 

scenes, producing T-shirts, cassette covers, and 

giant backdrops -- all with a DIY aesthetic.

While Overkill morphs from leather-clad 

longhairs to ghouls in corpse paint, Skates and 

his bandmates build the tri-state area's most 

elaborate stage show out of empty amp cabinets,

theater foam, custom-fabricated iron gates, and 

many stolen milk crates. When the band scores 

a deal with a major, it turns over merchandising

duties to outsiders. Skates can't deal with 

touring life, and -- details here are frustratingly 

vague -- he quits the band to become a 

longhaired family man. End of story -- although 

most Overkill fans will gladly take two more 

hours.
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Oranges aren't the 
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raising in Florida.
By Francisco 
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Crossing Borders
The agent who busted
"20th Hijacker" 
Zacarias Moussaoui 
joins a law firm 
known for its 
aggressive defense of 
immigrant rights.
By Jeff Severns 
Guntzel

Westword
Detectives Gone 
Wild
What was blown 
besides this cop's 
cover?
By Luke Turf
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Don of the Dead
Life is never simple 
for the Texas warden 
who presided over 89 
executions.
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Feldman
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Red Zone
Cleveland tastemakers open new bar.

The Olympic Ass Kickin' Team
With Sarah Borges & the Broken 
Singles and the Black Amps. 8 p.m. 
Thursday, November 8, $10 (all ages). 
Beachland Ballroom, 15711 Waterloo 
Ave., 216-383-1124.

The Luchagors
With Struttin' Cocks, Lesser Known 
Poffos, Al & the Coholics, and 3 Pump 
Chump. 8 p.m. Friday, November 9, 
$10 (18+ only). The Hi-Fi Club, 11729 
Detroit Ave., 216-521-8878.
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Anathema (MySpace.com/KeratomaBand)

Piano Girl
Tori Amos looks back on the characters 
who sang her songs.

National Features

Write Your Comment



Cleveland - Music - Rat Skates http://bestof.clevescene.com/2007-08-15/music/rat-skates/

3 of 3 11/13/2007 8:45 AM

About Us | Work for Cleveland Scene | Esubscribe | Privacy Policy | Problem With the Site? | RSS | Site Map 
©2007 Village Voice Media All rights reserved.


