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DVD Review: Rat Skates - Born in the
Basement
Rat Skates - Born in the Basement

2007 Kundrat Productions, LLC

Ray Van Horn, Jr.

Though Overkill is lately, in the grand scheme of today's metal 

heirarchy, a cult thrash band, just about everyone into this 

music knows who they are. Elder statesmen supreme, Overkill,

like Motorhead, Slayer and Megadeth, just keep on coming no 

matter what the times throw in their way. Though Overkill

never reached the pinnacle of worldwide fame of their 

aforementioned peers, there's no doubt that Overkill has always

commanded a large respect in the business. Reliable with each

album they've churned out, the remaining core of the band, DD 

Verni and Bobby "Blitz" Ellworth are content with their identity 

as speed metal lions.

What has remained a virtual secret--until now--is the untold 

story of Rat Skates, original Overkill drummer and founding 

member. Rat's behind-the-scenes narrative is so seclusive that

many metal journalists forget to include him, some to the point

of insult (AllMusic.com is especially lax on the band's history, all

the way to the inexcusable one sentence write-up of Overkill's 

seminal Taking Over album). Sadly, the point of reference for

many Overkill fans is the Under the Influence album as "Hello 

From the Gutter" became a trash-thrash classic on Headbangers

Ball and was for many, a first time exposure to Overkill, despite

MTV playing "In Union We Stand" fairly often through 1987 prior.

On Born in the Basement, Rat Skates gives the true Overkill 

fans a friendly wave hello as it's been practically two decades 

since we last saw him. What is revealed on this fascinating DVD



The Metal Minute: DVD Review: Rat Skates - Born in the Basement http://rayvanhornjr.blogspot.com/2007/12/dvd-review-rat-skates-born-in...

3 of 4 12/11/2007 11:07 AM

 

W H O  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  I S
T H E  B E S T  M E T A L  B A N D
O F  T H I S  G E N E R A T I O N ?

F E A T U R E S

CD Reviews A - J (40)

CD Reviews K - S (41)

CD Reviews T - Z (13)

Commentaries (1)

DVD Reviews (17)

Guest Writers (5)

Live Photos (10)

Miscellaneous Flotsam (39)

News (59)

Take 5 Interviews (25)

Videos (77)

Whattya Listenin' to Wednesdays
(16)

C O N T A C T  T H E  M E T A L
M I N U T E

Have any thoughts or feedback 
for The Metal Minute? Want to
get in touch for promoting your 
bands? Just want to write and
say you prefer Guinness to Bud 
(as The Metal Minute does)?
Drop a line to 
crtiger@comcast.net

T H E  M E T A L  M I N U T E
R A T I N G  S C A L E

***** Metal Masterpiece
**** Metal Meltdown
*** Metal Marginal
** Metal Mundane
* Metal Malodorous

A D D  T H E  M E T A L
M I N U T E  T O  Y O U R

nmlkj Opeth

nmlkj Mastodon

nmlkj Lamb of God

nmlkj Enslaved

nmlkj As I Lay Dying

Vote    Show results

Votes so far: 83 
Days left to vote: 9 



The Metal Minute: DVD Review: Rat Skates - Born in the Basement http://rayvanhornjr.blogspot.com/2007/12/dvd-review-rat-skates-born-in...

4 of 4 12/11/2007 11:07 AM

A L L  M A T E R I A L  ( C )  2 0 0 5  -  2 0 0 7  R A Y  V A N  H O R N ,  J R .  /  T H E  M E T A L
M I N U T E


