
  

The Beach Boys And The Satan
Top-hole authorised Beach Boys / Manson rockumentary

The Beach Boys clean-cut, melodic pop took ‘60’s America by storm, but ultimately the price was
high; creative fulcrum Brian Wilson was burning his synapses with a range of narcotics and
creaking under the strain of producing his work, while his drumming brother Dennis came to
associate with a man who would become the most hated and feared man in America, the worm in
the rotten apple and the archetypal example of how the good intentions of the hippy movement could
be twisted for the most evil of purposes. That man was Charles Manson.

This DVD explores this bizarre moment in the history of American popular culture, when the dream
of free love and peace died in a blitz of violence propagated by a madman intending to provoke a
race war. It’s quite a story – Manson was so close to Dennis that at one point he even contributed
some (uncredited) lyrics to one of their songs (“Never Learn Not To Love” from the album 20/20).
Probably fortunately for himself Wilson, who was allowing Manson and up to twelve members of the
Family to stay in his house, soon had enough of him and had him and his associates evicted.

With an excellent range of talking heads fleshing out the central interview with Brian Wilson himself,
there’s plenty of old footage and original songs on this rockumentary to seriously please any Beach
Boys enthusiast, plus an intriguing glimpse of the ‘60’s counterculture for the rock historians and the
full story of the murders for the, er, murder fans. Something for everyone, is what I think I’m trying
to say.

By: Eddie Thomas

http://thebeachboys.com/
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