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Video: 1.33:1 Full Frame, 1.85:1 Letterboxed
Audio: DTS 5.1, DD 5.1, DD 2.0
Extras: Interview (35 min)
Length: 78 minutes
Rating: ****

Jan Akkerman has a 50-year career with the guitar and has played with notables like Charlie Byrd, BB King, and even Ice-T! He’s been playing since he was 5 years old and also plays keyboards and saxophone. The insert in the DVD case charts his history from playing with local bands in Amsterdam to his playing with studio bands on to his work with the band “Focus.” In 1976 he left the band and teamed up with a few musicians to record “Eli”—a different direction for Jan. He did more solo work and performed around Europe. By the early 80s he was drifting towards blues and getting heavier into rock ’n’ roll. He hadn’t released a worldwide album since 1979 and in 1990, after a stint at the Night of the Guitar project he released a new record. He was asked to go on tour with Sting, but he turned it down. Instead, he began performing with the Charlie Byrd Trio in 1991 and 1992. Throughout the 90s he played with a wide variety of artists and in 2000 he played with the Rosenberg trio—an important association that eventually brought him back to the acoustic guitar.

This disc is divided into two sections—one acoustic (amplified) and the other electric. Jeroen Rietbergen handles the keyboards, Wilbrand Meischke is on bass, and Ton Kijkman plays drums. The Leverkusen concert took place in Germany and starts already in progress. This one is really more of a rock show although there is an acoustic section. Here, the viewer can really see how varied a guitarist Akkerman is. In between songs there is an interview section (aside from the separate interview that is included on the DVD). The Viersen show took place on the day that the World Trade Center was attacked and Akkerman shares his feeling on how things were different during that performance and made it memorable. The venue was filled with 1200 people and the show was sold-out. The material is an upbeat mix between blues, jazz, and rock, but the last song is a beautiful slower tune.

The interview is lengthy and covers some of Akkerman’s influences on guitar as well as discussing different styles of music as they relate to the guitar. There is a discussion of European music that some may find interesting from Jan who appears to associate himself more with American music. Acoustic vs. electric and soloing is covered, and Jan makes an effort to explain what it feels like to be on stage playing and working with an audience. About 20 minutes in you can hear a vintage performance with Paco de Lucia and at about 30 minutes in there is a vintage solo performance of Jan playing a lute.

The sound on this disc is excellent. The surround mix gives the listener a feeling of a large acoustic space and the instruments are almost larger than life. The stage is filled with bright lighting--blues, reds, and greens. There are lots of close-ups of Jan’s guitar so you can see his licks up close. The cuts are fairly long and leisurely, so the viewer doesn’t feel hurried. 

Songs, Part 1 Viersen: Streetwalker; Zebra; My Pleasure; Am I Losing You
Songs, Part 2 Leverkusen: My Pleasure, including Sylvia; Am I Losing You; Central Station; Heavy Treasure; Pietons & Hocus Pocus (No Yodel); Tommy. For more info you can visit www.janakkerman.com. 

-Brian Bloom

