What We Want, What We Believe — The Black Panther Party Library (DVD-Video Set)

Fulvue Drive-in

IN STORES SOON

Heartstopper (2006)

Battle Of The Brave (Canada)
Seclusion (2006)

Freak Out (British Horror Comedy)
The Last Detective - Series 2

The Harry Smith Project Live
(Single DVD-Video)

> The Hamburg Cell (British Telefilm)
> Erin O’'Brien’s Prenatal Fitness Fix
(Acacia)

> Fatal Contact: Bird Flu In America
(Telefilm)

> Joy Division - Under Review

> Blood Tea & Red String (Stop-

VVVVVYV

Motion Animation)

> Alice Cooper — Live At Montreux
2005 (Blu-ray)

> Hello Kitty — Stump Village, Volume
One

> The Tarzan Collection — Volume
Two (Warner Bros./RKO)

> Parts — The Clonus Horror: Special
Edition (aka Clonus)

> The Fox & The Hound: 25th
Anniversary Edition (DVD-Video)

> John Carpenter’s The Thing
(1982/HD-DVD)

> That ‘70s Show - Season Five

> Batman Begins (HD-DVD)

> Scrubs — The Complete Fourth
Season

> Hollywood's Legends of Horror
Collection (Doctor X / The Return of
Doctor X / Mad Love / The Devil Doll /
Mark of the Vampire / The Mask of Fu

http://www.fulvuedrive-in.com/review/4482/\What+We+Want,+What+\We+Believe+—+The+Black+Panther+Party+Library+(DVD-Vi...

T30 LA e - 4| : y ; "R, -
REVIEWS [FSSAYS| INTERVIEWS CONTACT STAFF

RATINGS SYSTEM )

Category: Home > Reviews > Documentary > Politics > What We Want, What We Believe — The Black Panther Party Library (DVD-Video Set)

MARKET PLACE

What We Want, What vem
\Ii\;enfheel:fe;:rzy-rl?if)r?gf “ WHAT WE WANT
(DVD-Video Set) WHAT WE BELIEVE:

Picture: C Sound: C milﬂﬂ:ﬂ-mw
Extras: C+ Main Films: B it i

=8 e s e e e
[ ———————

The rise of The Black Panthers
was seen as the biggest threat
to domestic security by the FBI
and Nixon administration in
particular, though they formed
during LBJ’s time. On the
good side, they wanted to
empower African Americans in
a more blatantly racist society, set up education (give or take the
propagandic side) and even set up free lunches for the community.
Unfortunately, this Black Separatism started endorsing Red Book
Communists Maoism, which meant violent revolution, which meant the
U.S. Government became extremely interested and decided to do what
they could to destroy the organization.

What We Want, What We Believe — The Black Panther Party
Library is a new 4 DVD set that extensively archives their history and
show the radical politics, historical events and raw facts in a way you will
see hardly anywhere else. Roz Payne is the keeper of their archive and
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has presented a remarkably complete DVD set that is as well put together
as it is researched. Of course, the group was busted up and to this day,
some of its members are still in jail for their conflict with federal
authorities. Those who think just because all draft dodging youths and
others like The Weather Underground (see their story reviewed elsewhere
on this site) does not mean all have been freed or served their time.

This was not all that long ago, but despite their long-term failure built on
ideologies that were never going to help (including, despite what Miss
Payne may or may not agree with, issues the Panthers had with women
that helped to bring about their downfall) and are more dated and
obsolete than ever, their very existence and fact that they even caused
the U.S. Government trouble proved that things had to change in the U.S.
and they did.

Even after the rollback of so many civil rights in the 1980s, their sacrifices
pushed the system into a better direction that has benefited African
Americans and really the rest of the country by increasing visibility,
opportunity, mutating racism for better & worse and even Gangster Rap
has been regressively imitating the shortcomings of the Panthers, whether
most realize it or not. However, there are new challenges over racism and
inequality like what happened after Hurricane Katrina, but the Panthers
even at their worst suggested empowerment for African Americans
without establishment approval and when you feel you have nowhere to
turn, that is better than nothing. This is why we must never have in this
country again a reality that allows anyone to feel that way anymore from
any minority group. After watching this, you will understand that they did
score a key victory for progress, no matter the price they paid, some are
still paying or even if they do not believe it. They were never going to get
what they really wanted, but that they were willing to die for it is sad and
unfortunate.

Easily forgotten in the revision of this history since the 1980s how many
politically aware non-African Americans also supported them. John
Lennon most famously (and naively, as covered in the recent U.S. vs.
John Lennon documentary we recommend) donated money, but he was
not the far Left figure like those of the American Communist Party and
like-minded people were the other support for the group. Even the
current ideology is trying to divide and conquer attacking the facts. It
makes you wonder how much of the COINTELPRO points of division
continue and wait in the wings today. This set is a must for Political
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Science study.

The 1.33 X 1 image is not bad for its age on the old black and white film
footage, but too bad they are not cleaned or restored. The owners should
consider that, with all the artifacts on the footage, plus jump cuts that
include missing audio. Whether any of the missing snippets have survived
anywhere is a big question, though if the FBI or other government
organization has better copies, The Freedom Of Information Act might not
even save them. The original sound is here in Dolby Digital 2.0 Mono,
likely from magnetic mono. The new programs do not look any better,
shot on old NTSC video and with analog sound.

Those new segments, along with DVD-ROM extras including PDF
documents & images, audio-only clips on DVD One and an informative
booklet about the 4 DVDs and the history that makes a solid guide. Even
if you are no fan of the Panthers, this is a top-rate archival set that
deserves to be available to anyone who wants to see, know and study it
as it should be in a free society.

- Nicholas Sheffo
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