


March 18, 2005

"Bob Dylan World Tours 1966-1974: Through the Camera of Barry Feinstein'' - Director Joel Gilbert proves it takes more than a legendary subject to make a compelling documentary. 

The selling point of the DVD is a detailed glimpse at the photographs of Barry Feinstein, who had exclusive access to Dylan during his 1966 European Tour when he "went electric'' with The Band backing him. Feinstein has a great eye, and the video contains a mix of iconic images of the performer and never-before-seen black-and-white shots. 

But Gilbert approaches the film from the perspective of the obsessive fan. No fact or recollection is too minute to belong on the cutting room floor. And Feinstein turns out to be a much better photographer than he is an interview subject. The effect is like having someone read a photography book to you, and the person who wrote the cutlines isn't particularly insightful. 

The DVD also includes interviews with documentary filmmaker D.A. Pennebaker (the best interview of the bunch), Mickey Jones (who played drums on the 1966 tour instead of Levon Helm) and A.J. Weberman, a Dylan fanatic who makes Gilbert look like a casual fan by comparison. 

Then again, Gilbert and Weberman aren't alone as Dylan obsessives, and they may relish whatever new kernels of information Gilbert has found in the two-hour documentary. 

The best extra, not surprisingly, is the photo gallery, that lets viewers enjoy Feinstein's work sans comment. (Music Video Distributors, $14.95) Movie and Extras: C.
- Andy Gray
