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THE REVIEW: From 1978 to 1982, 
Glenn O’Brien’s groundbreaking 
public access cable TV program TV 
Party was the main face of the New 
York Art/New Wave/Punk scene. 
Glenn had written for magazines 
such as Rolling Stone, Playboy and 
Esquire then went on to write for 
High Times Magazine as well as 
Andy Warhol’s Interview. One night 
he made a guest appearance on a 
friend’s access cable TV program 
and later on the subway, he found 
himself being recognized by 
passers by. Glenn got an idea… 

The main inspiration for TV Party 
was actually Hugh Hefner’s live 
party TV show “Playboy After 

Page 1 of 3Cult Clash Under Construction

4/21/2006http://cultclash.iblogs.com/2006/04/21/tv-party-the-documentary-2006/



Grindhouse Film Festival  
Eclectic DVD  
Antonio Margheriti  
The Ideal Copy  
BCI Eclipse  
80s Grooves Radio  
Video Watchdog  
Fistful Of Leone  
Rhino Records  
Phantompalooza  
BECK Official Site  
Pixar Studios News  
Internet Movie Database  
Blue Underground  
Alex Cox Official Site  
HK FLIX  
Moriarty's DVD Shelf  
Film Score Monthly 
Online  
WDOA Freeform Radio  
EMVG  
Steely Dan Official Site  
GEEKDROME  
XWAVE Radio  
Sazuma Trading  
24 Lies A Second  
Aint It Cool News  
Senses of Cinema  
Dark Sky Films  
Tribute To Lucio Fulci  

Search 

  

  

Archives: 
%%ARCH IVES%%  
Meta: 
Login  
RSS  
Comments RSS  

Dark”. Glenn also threw in elements of Johnny Carson as well. His co-host was Chris 
Stein of Blondie. TV Party became an underground cult hit and attracted a whole group 
of NYC’s most hippest artists and musicians. On any given night you could see Debbie 
Harry (Blondie), members of The Clash, David Bowie, George Clinton, Iggy Pop, Fred 
Schneider from the B-52s, David Byrne of Talking Heads. You could also see pop artists 
like Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquiat and many others. One regular guest on the 
show was a graffiti artist named Fab Five Freddy. Freddy loved TV Party and he later 
went on to host the first hip hop TV program, Yo! MTV Raps. TV Party also had its own 
version of Carson’s Doc Sevrinsen with Walter “Doc” Steding, a very talented offbeat 
musician who played the violin and other instruments. 

One thing tha t was really incredible about this show was the freedom that Glenn and his 
friends had. Seeing the cast and crew smoking pot was a regular thing on the program. 
In fact, at this time in the late 70s-early 80s, noone was prohibited from doing it. The 
crazy thing is, they were on TV smoking up and they never got arrested or banned. Thats 
pretty amazing considering the strict laws we have nowadays.  

Glenn became a kind of New Wave-Punk version of Dick Cavett and his show gave 
aspiring and profe ssional artis ts a forum to perform and have a great time. The look of 
the show was very raw and low budget. It was shot on black and white cable TV 
cameras. In the late 70s, having this equipment was actually considered very high-tech. 
Looking at the sho w now, alot of the charm was the cheap look of it all. TV Party was a 
pirate broadcast straight from the hip subculture where anything could happen. Late 
night talk show host David Letterman called it his favorite TV show while it was on.  

Not ones to shut out their adoring public, Glenn and Chris opened up the phone lines to 
viewers many times and often they’d get some pretty colorful characters raving and 
insulting them. They never had a problem with people expressing their opinions and 
really would e njoy engaging in discussion about politics and things of that nature.  

In the early 80s, TV Party actually was broadcast in LA for a short time, but it was only 
shown in half hour slots. Nothing big happened for TV Party in LA, but the hardcore 
punk grou p Black Flag whose members saw the show got the name of their famous 
punk anthem “TV Party” from it! 

TV Party was never officially canceled, it simply just stopped. Glenn and friends took a 
hiatus to make a film based on the show, although it was never completed or released. 
During that time, Chris Stein got very ill and Blondie soon broke up. Glenn got married 
and had to actually work for a living. The family unit that made up TV Party broke apart 
and went their separate ways. Like so many co ol eras in pop culture history, those 
special days had ended. Things change.  

For this special celebratory look back at TV Party, Documentary filmmaker Danny Vinik 
interviews the main TV Party family members including creator Glenn O’Brien, co-
host/performer Chris Stein, Debbie Harry, Amos Poe, Walter Steding, Tav Falco, Lenny 
Ferrari and Lisa Rosen among others. They all share their fondest memories of their 
show, giving different views on what the show meant to them and to pop culture. For 
those of us who were too yo ung or not able to see the show when it was on TV, this 
DVD is an exciting piece of pop culture history that fans of New Wave and Punk music 
as well as Communications students won’t want to miss!! CULT CLASH highly 
reccomends TV Party: The Documentary! 

T HE DVD 
REGION: ALL 
STUDIO: Brink Films 
FILM SPECS: Presented in (1:33:1) Fullscreen. Black and White/Color. 
EXTRAS: 16 page Booklet with liner notes by Glenn O’Brien. Film Trailer, Slideshow. 
AUDIO: Standard. 

BUY THIS DVD FROM MUSIC VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS!> 
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