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Fested: A Journey to Fest 7 (DVD Review)

I’ve heard about The Fest for years but never made the trek to 

Gainesville, Florida. For those who are similarly uninitiated, 

Fested: A Journey to Fest 7 provides a feet-on-the-street trip 

through Fest 7 (2008), a weekend-long "big, drunk, punk rock, 

bearded, tattooed family reunion". The title of the movie is a 

reference to one of the film makers’ friends who is completely 

drunk and they refer to him as being “fested”. 

 

 

After watching this close to two hour documentary, I came away thinking that this is what Warped Festival 

was supposed to be (but never was). The movie is a DIY labor of love that filmed by Reese Lester and Tyler 

Neil which contains live footage of over twenty bands and interviews with both bands and fans at various 

locales around Gainesville. The location of the live footage ranges from a parking lot show where the band 

plays in the back of a U-Haul to rehearsal spaces to true stages. Regardless of the location, there is little-to-

no separation between the audience and the band which reminds me of the early 80’s hardcore shows where 
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