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Fested: A Journey To Fest 7 DVD (National

Underground/Blue Elephant Media/MVD Visual)

Wow! This is not what I expected at all. It’s so much better,

seriously. I imagined a documentary-type home video that

basically consisted of behind-the-scenes hijinks with maybe a few

clips of bands playing at a big outdoor stage or something, but this

is definitely not that. ‘Fested’ features some silliness, sure, but

finds its focus early and never loses sight of its goal – to document

a massive gathering of underground punk and hardcore bands and

their fans. Interesting, insightful interviews are interspersed with

wacky adventures and lots (and lots and lots) of high quality

performance footage from bands such as Hour Of The Wolf (whose

cover version of Black Flag’s ‘Fix Me’ is priceless, and not just to

see their fully naked guitar player attempt a stagedive at the end

of the song), The Fleshies (probably the most underrated band in

the history of Alternative Tentacles, and always an amazing live act), American Steel (true bad-asses),

The Lawrence Arms, and dozens more. This is a fantastic and eclectic mix of hardcore, pop-punk, and

just straight-up US punk bands doing what they do best in front of a huge group of people who truly

care. The energy level never drops out of the red, the video and audio quality are as pro as can be, and

the well conceived editing ensures an entertaining, enjoyable experience – something of a rarity for

music documentaries in days past. The Impaler
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