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Friedemann - The Concert (2005)

Instrumental blend of folk, jazz, pop & chamber music

Friedemann - The Concert (2005)

Performers: Friedemann, guitar; Markus 
Fuller, drums & percussion; Emmanuel
Séjourné, marimba/vibes/percussion;
Philippe Geiss, soprano & alto 
sax/percussion; Kurt Eisfeld, keyboards
Studio: Biber Records 76787
Video: 16:9 anamorphic, color

Audio: DD 5.1, PCM stereo
Extras: "The Story So Far" (Illustrated Bio) (23 min.)
Length: 115 minutes
Rating: ****

Guitarist Friedemann is more of a European phenomenon, so 
North American viewers might want to start off by acquainting 
themselves with highlights of his career by first looking at The 
Story So Far, which has footage, stills and music from his work 
starting in 1967, singing Mr. Tambourine Man in his home town of 
Freiburg. 

Friedemann has recorded eight solo albums since 1987 and this
quintet brings together musicians from Germany and France in a
type of tuneful and comfortable instrumental music blending folk,
pop and jazz together with a chamber music feeling.  Some of the
19 tunes - especially when Geiss solos on soprano sax - reminded
me of some of Paul Winter's efforts. The band breaks up the
somewhat similar sound of many of the tunes with a couple rather
avant performance-piece activities, such as a piece for six lighters
and another for two snaredrummers' stick dance. There are also
nature-view video projections on a large screen behind the band 
for some tracks. Both video imaging and the surround sound mix
are first rate.  

TrackList: The Rusty Knight, Once in the Black Forest, The 
Samurai who decided to die, Six Baguettes, The Stallion's Dream, 
Memories of Lugnosod, Venin, Blow with the Wind, The Lady from 
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Yonder Hill, One Summer Eve, Sparks, Sunshower, He who walks 
alone, Sourdos, The Eye of the Dragonfly, Toledo IV, Passion and 
Pride, Jungle Tune, Lament of the White Goddess (encore)

 - John Sunier 
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