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Review by Stephen Thomas Erlewine

Shinola, Vol. 1 is the first in a projected series of rarities and oddities from Ween's 

substantial vaults. Take note that this is not the same thing as a collection of officially 

released non-LP tracks and B-sides — in fact, on this first volume, there are no previously 

released tracks at all, so anybody expecting this to be a clearing house for such terrific 

compilation-only cuts as "Beacon Light" (from the X-Files movie soundtrack), or B-sides like 

"Who Dat," or oddities as their rejected Pizza Hut commercial "Where'd the Cheese Go?" will 

be disappointed. But they won't be disappointed for long, since Shinola, Vol. 1 delivers 

something better: a bunch of unheard and excellent Ween songs. Of the 12 tracks here, a 

few have circulated on the net, either as individual songs or as part of the semi-sanctioned 

boot Craters of the Sac, but even that handful of familiar tunes have never sounded as 

finished as they do on this comp. Although there are no liner notes here, no details of when 

the songs were recorded, the music sounds as if it could have been recorded anywhere 

between 1992's Pure Guava and 2003's Quebec, and the music is, not surprisingly, all over 

the map, ranging from infectiously silly throwaways to some of the best songs they've ever 

written. Of course, that haphazard nature is one of the reasons Shinola, Vol. 1 is so fun — 

not only is it a looser, lighter album as a whole than any proper Ween album in a while, but 

   

You are not logged in. 

Login or Register

 Send to 
Friend

Page 1 of 3allmusic ((( Shinola, Vol. 1 > Overview )))

9/22/2006http://allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&token=E1B2E2ED651DD951AE776C928E6E1E9BE229A25A9E73D7&sql=10:506atraykl3x



Shinola, Vol. 1

Rating

Release Date
2005

Label

Chocodog

Type

Parental Advisory

Genre Styles
Rock Alternative 

Pop/ Rock  
Indie Rock  
Comedy Rock  
Lo-Fi 

Moods Themes
Giddy  
Sardonic  
Ironic  
Quirky  
Rollicking  
Freewheeling  
Humorous  
Wistful  
Whimsical  
Rambunctious  
Outrageous  
Bittersweet  
Wry  
Silly  
Campy  
Trippy  
Rowdy  
Witty  
Rousing  
Fun  
Raucous 

Mischievous  
The Creative 
Side  
Playful  
Hanging Out 

AMG Album ID
R   790480 

Corrections to this Entry?

the songs are consistently strong, whether it's the deliberately silly grinding jam "Tastes 

Good on th' Bun," or something more ambitious like the soaring, heavy psychedelia of "Did 

You See Me?" Such signature pieces of psycho-silliness like the noisy, lurching "Big Fat F*ck" 

and the wedding-band toss-off "Israel" punctuate such great little pop tunes as the slow-

crawling "I Fell In Love Today," the dreamy "Someday," and the laid-back, jazzy "Transitions," 

as well as moodier pieces as "How High Can You Fly" and "The Rift." Then, there are a 

handful of homages/parodies of other bands, which are undeniable highlights here: the 

expert Prince-styled weird funk of "Monique the Funk," the breezy, jokey, blue-eyed soul of 

"Boys Club" that's a terrific send-up of Michael McDonald, but best of all is the greatest song 

Thin Lizzy never wrote, "Gabrielle," where Gene and Dean manage to capture both Phil 

Lynott's hyper-charged rhyming and the band's galloping, guitar-driven minor-key attack. It's 

one of the best songs Ween has ever done, but it wouldn't have easily fit into any of their 

albums; as far-ranging and willfully eclectic as each of their proper records are, they are 

united by certain musical and thematic motifs, and these tunes on Shinola, Vol. 1 just 

wouldn't have fit into any of the other records. As individual songs, they're absolutely 

terrific, and put together as an album, they make for a wonderful album, one that is every 

bit as good as their best proper albums. The only two things wrong with Shinola is that it's 

only available online (via their website ween.com, or chocodog.com), and that there will be 

a wait for the second volume.  

Tracks
Title Composer Time 

    1 Tastes Good on th' Bun Ween, Ween 3:26 

    2 Boys Club Ween, Ween 3:06 

   3 I Fell in Love Today Ween, Ween 4:09 

    4 Big Fat Fuck Ween, Ween 2:55 

    5 Gabrielle Ween, Ween 3:29 

    6 Did You See Me? Ween, Ween 5:11 

   7 How High Can You Fly Ween, Ween 2:39 

    8 Transitions Ween, Ween 3:45 

    9 Israel Ween, Ween 3:40 

    10 The Rift Ween, Ween 5:41 

    11 Monique the Freak Ween, Ween 5:48 

   12 Someday Ween, Ween 3:45 

indicates Track Pick 

Releases
Year Type Label Catalog # 

2005 CD Chocodog 1006
2006 CD Music Video Distributors 1006
2005 CD Schnitzel 125527
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