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Wadada Leo Smith's Golden Quartet

Tabligh
(Cuneiform)
US release date: 13 May 2008
UK release date: Available as import

by Will Layman

 

Wadada Leo Smith is an early member of the

Association for the Advancement of Creative

Musicians in Chicago and a longtime figure in the

American jazz avant-garde. Tabligh is his third

release with what he calls his “Golden Quartet”,

the first two from 2000 and 2002. This time

around, Smith has a new trio behind him: the

adventurous Vijay Iyer on piano and keyboards,

John Lindberg on bass, and Shannon Jackson on

drums. The music they make together is

reminiscent of the earlier recordings in that it is

lyrical and atmospheric, featuring both wide-open

spaces and a heaping dose of pleasing melody.

There is no denying that the start of this disc is going to remind many

listeners of the early electric experiments of Miles Davis. “Rosa Parks”

combines plaintive trumpet cries with a grooving pulse colored mainly by

electric piano—and it comes up like a gorgeous dawn just like “In a Silent

Way”. Even on the other tracks, where Iyer mainly plays acoustic, there

is a Miles-ian tang. Smith quotes “I Fall in Love to Easily” at one point,

just in case you weren’t sure. In other respects, though, this music is

more open and harmonically aggressive than Miles’s work, with Iyer

playing craggy, dissonant solos and offering the kind of accompaniment

that suggests a secret meeting between Davis and Cecil Taylor circa

1973. Jackson playing rolling, explosive drums when he gets the chance

and otherwise colors this exciting release with subtle care.

Wadada Leo Smith’s Golden Quartet Live
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1 flat stomach rule: obey
I cut out 2 lbs of stomach fat per week by

obeying this 1 old rule.

1 Rule To Flat Abs
I Cut Down 11 lbs of Stomach Fat Every 2

Weeks By Obeying This Rule!

TODAY ON POPMATTERS

FEATURES | recent

:. THE BEATLES' WHITE ALBUM 40TH

ANNIVERSARY: Birthday: The Beatles’ White Album
40th Anniversary
:. 20 QUESTIONS: Roy Harper
:. Hamburg: Germany’s Port of Rock ‘n’ Roll

COLUMNS | recent

FIELD STUDIES:  Bleary Eyed Duty: The Unflinching

Testimony of David Eugene Edwards

DECONSTRUCTION ZONE:  The Hardest Work Imaginable:

Bukowski’s Wine-Stained Notebook

BLOGS | recent

NOTES FROM THE ROAD: Susan Tedeschi – 12 November

2008: New York, Fillmore at Irving Plaza

CRAZED BY THE MUSIC: Advice for music/cultural writers in

a crappy economy

SOUND AFFECTS: Mitch Mitchell: The Perfect Engine

SHORT ENDS AND LEADER: The Beatles in ‘Help!’

MUSIC | recent | short takes | archive

:. Glasvegas: Glasvegas

:. Pelle Carlberg: The Lilac Time
:. Bo Diddley: Gold
:. Blue Sky Black Death: Jean Grae: The Evil Jeanius
:. Darius Rucker: Learn to Live

:. Rocket From the Crypt: All Systems Go III

EVENTS | recent | archive

:. Lykke Li + Friendly Fires — 21.October.08: New

York, NY

FILM | recent | archive

:. We Are Wizards

DVDS | recent | archive

:. Doctor Who: The Complete Fourth Series

:. Star Trek: Alternate Realities

BOOKS | recent | archive

:. Ruth Belville: The Greenwich Time Lady by David

Rooney
:. A Mercy by Toni Morrison

MULTIMEDIA | recent | archive

:. Prey the Stars

NEWS | recent

:. Sirius, XM hear a lot of static for merging their lineups
:. After seven gripping seasons, FX is handing in its
‘Shield’

:. INTERVIEW:Hit or miss, ‘Twilight’ is actress Kristen

Stewart’s big break

POPULAR ON POPMATTERS

 
Hung Up: The State of Rock Poster Art
(Features)

1.

Forty-Nine Hours at T-Dot Town’s Annual Small
World Music Festival (Columns)

2.

Smashing Pumpkins: If All Goes Wrong (Reviews)3.
“To Be Happy in Your Own Life is All You Can

Do”: An Interview with Wayne Coyne (Features)

4.

Raging in the Streets (Features)5.
The Jesus and Mary Chain: The Power of
Negative Thinking (Features)

6.

Who Are You: The Life of Pete Townshend by
Mark Wilkerson (Reviews)

7.

Wadada Leo Smith's Golden Quartet: Tabligh < Music | PopMatters http://www.popmatters.com/pm/review/wadada-leo-smiths-golden-quarte...

1 of 2 11/17/2008 11:10 AM



CD REVIEWS

:. Damon Aaron
:. Rabih Abou-Khalil
:. Theresa Andersson
:. Blue Sky Black Death

:. Pelle Carlberg
:. Cheap Trick
:. Kenny Chesney
:. Circus Devils

:. George Clinton
:. Danielson
:. Bo Diddley
:. Dub Colossus

:. Fredrik
:. French, Frith, Kaiser,
Thompson
:. Genticorum

:. Glasvegas
:. T.H.U.G. Angelz
:. I Love Dubstep
:. Donnie Klang

:. John Legend
:. Lineland
:. Joe Lovano
:. Love Is All

:. The Magnificents
:. Rudresh
Mahanthappa
:. Jesse Malin

:. Margot and the Nuclear
So and So's
:. Josh Martinez
:. Matt Mays & El

Torpedo
:. Reba McEntire
:. Bette Midler
:. Mount Eerie with Julie

Doiron and Fred Squire
:. Ne-Yo
:. Nelly
:. Nobody Knows

Anything
:. Pale Young
Gentlemen
:. Pillow Queens

:. Pink

:. Queen + Paul Rodgers

:. Red Snapper
:. Rise Against
:. Rocket From the Crypt
:. Beth Rowley

:. Darius Rucker
:. Seal
:. The Smiths
:. Rod Stewart

:. Tobacco
:. Travis
:. Robin Trower
:. Chad VanGaalen

:. Butch Walker
:. We Are Standard
:. White Denim
:. Wild Beasts

:. Windy & Carl
:. Eri Yamamoto

EVENT REVIEWS
:. Antony and the
Johnsons
:. Chris Thile + Brad

Mehldau
:. Clap Your Hands Say
Yeah
:. Dead Confederate +

Catfish Haven
:. George Stavis + Cian
Nugent + Ben Reynolds
:. Liam Finn + The Veils

:. Lykke Li + Friendly Fires
:. Michael Chapman + Jack
Rose
:. Nullsleep

:. Opeth + High on Fire
:. Railroad Earth + The
Watson Twins
:. Stereolab

:. The Dirtbombs
:. The New Year + Dirty on
Purpose + Tre Orsi
:. Wire

NoiseBot.com
Ads by Google

The Hardest Work Imaginable: Bukowski’s

Wine-Stained Notebook (Columns)

8.

Windy & Carl: Songs for the Broken Hearted
(Reviews)

9.

Queen + Paul Rodgers: The Cosmos Rocks

(Reviews)

10.

The Man Who Wasn’t There: Wrestling with Oliver
Stone’s W. and the Enigma of George W. Bush
(Features)

11.

Slumdog Millionaire (Reviews)12.
The Smiths: The Sound of the Smiths (Reviews)13.
Pale Young Gentlemen: Black Forest (Tra La La)
(Reviews)

14.

Icons of Pop Music: Bob Dylan & Elvis Costello
(Reviews)

15.

Quantum of Solace (Reviews)16.
Sex Games (Moving Pixels)17.

Travis: Ode to J. Smith (Reviews)18.
JCVD (Reviews)19.
Cheap Trick: Budokan!: 30th Anniversary Edition
(Reviews)

20.

Pink: Funhouse (Reviews)21.
Wild Beasts: Limbo, Panto (Reviews)22.
Love Is All: A Hundred Things Keep Me Up at
Night (Reviews)

23.

CMJ Music Marathon 2008: From Top Draw to
Taco Bell (Features)

24.

The Admirable Crichton: Michael Crichton (1942 -
2008) (Short Ends and Leader)

25.

RECENT MUSIC

In bold are PopMatters Picks, the best in new music.

 
DVDs

:. : Iron Maiden and the New Wave of British Heavy

Metal
:. U2: U2: Live at Red Rocks
:. Heart: Soundstage Presents: Heart Live
:. James Brown: James Brown: Double Dynamite

:. John Cale: Words for the Dying
:. Cannibal Corpse: Centuries of Torment: The First
20 Years
:. Cornelius: Sensurround + B-Sides

:. Dream Theater: Chaos in Motion 2007/2008
:. Keane: Curate a Night for War Child
:. Smashing Pumpkins: If All Goes Wrong

advertising | about | contributors | submissions
© 1999-2008 PopMatters.com. All rights reserved.
PopMatters.com™ and PopMatters™ are trademarks of PopMatters Media, Inc. and PopMatters Magazine.

Wadada Leo Smith's Golden Quartet: Tabligh < Music | PopMatters http://www.popmatters.com/pm/review/wadada-leo-smiths-golden-quarte...

2 of 2 11/17/2008 11:10 AM


